
 
 

Greenway Park Task Force 

Meeting Minutes 

January 18, 2018 

Present:  Task Force Members: Arwen Bird, Alan Carpenter, Mike Flannigan, 

Karen Mathieson, Pete Philippis, Laura Porter, Erik Reynolds, Mark 

Wilkinson. 

THPRD staff: Bruce Barbarasch, Greg Creager, Geoff Schwind. 

Next meeting: TBA  

  

I. Agenda 

• Review and finalize our ground rules (5 minutes) 

• Listen to public comments. (15 minutes) 

• Learn about topics task force members requested information about on 1/3/18. (20 minutes) 

• Overlay community/task force needs/ideas on to base maps. (40 minutes) 

• Discuss next steps/meeting dates. (10 minutes) 

II. Discussion Items 

 Bruce shared the revised ground rules requested by the task force, which were approved 

unanimously. 

 Bruce covered the general process that THPRD follows for new projects   

o The process involves referencing THPRD’s comprehensive plan, smaller 

functional plans when beginning any new project or revision. 

o Advisory committee members and THPRD decision-makers are involved as 

appropriate. 

o Staff will then conduct initial scoping, including public outreach, which is the 

current phase of the Greenway Park project. 

o So far, one open house has been held and approximately 80 park-based surveys 

were conducted. 

o The next step is to create a series of options or designs that will then be 

reviewed by public. 

o Once the plan has been vetted and has the support of a majority of the 

community it will go to THPRD management and Board of Directors for review or 

approval. 

o Raleigh Park recently went through this process. 

 Many different agencies play a role in the Greenway Park area: 

o City of Beaverton. 

 Manages stormwater and development projects. 

o City of Tigard 

 Provides park services South of Scholls Ferry Rd. 

o Clean Water Services 

 Provides overall regulation of stream and wetland buffer areas. 

 Provides stream and wetland restoration in partnership with other 

agencies. 



 
o Washington County 

 Owns and manages Scholls Ferry Rd. 

 Regulates any permitting of a potential street crossing. 

 Regulates development in a floodplain. 

 A question was raised if Washington County manages Hall Blvd, Bruce 

answered that it is city of Beaverton. 

o United States Geological Survey 

 Has been collecting data on water temperature, sediment, as part of a 

study on the effect of urban beaver dams on water quality. 

 This is being done in Washington County, and is not funded by THPRD. 

o Metro is a non-regulatory agency in regards to parks and trails planning. 

 Flow Devices 

o There are multiple options, all of which help to manage water levels upstream 

from beaver dams. Some beavers may not accept the changes in water levels 

these devices produce, causing beaver to build additional dams. 

o Currently there are two flow devices being used in Greenway Park. They were 

installed in December. 

o Alan noted that he believes they are working. 

o Bruce added that beavers are not active in the area at the moment, so staff can’t 

definitively state that they are working or not. 

 

III. Public Comments (Members of the public were given three minutes each to share input with 

the task force.) 

 Roger Jensen 

o Lives 100 yards from park, uses daily, uses as a bike commuter. 

o Appreciates community involvement. 

o Is impacted by flooding, but thinks it is worth it due to the influx of wildlife. 

o Advocates a balance, and believes that changes in the park have brought more 

people to the park. 

 Reggie Frumkin 

o One of thousands of volunteers who has contributed to the restoration of the 

park; planted native trees and shrubs in 2009. 

o Believes that while it is an overstatement to say that THPRD has neglected the 

park, there are still improvements to be made.  Reggie identified the often-

flooded trails as an issue and suggested installing raised boardwalks. 

o Appreciates the wildlife and wetlands in the park. 

 David Collin 

o Resides in the Highland neighborhood. 

o Very appreciative of THPRD as a park district. 

o David stressed the importance of beavers, noting that beavers are a keystone 

species – meaning they create their own environment, which in turn helps other 

species. 

o Noted that Fanno Creek is 15 miles in total, the area in question is only 1 mile. 

o Would like to see more access to Koll wetlands, as it provides great opportunities 

for bird watching and photography 



 
o Likes that THPRD using Greenway Park as an opportunity to share nature with 

children. 

 Steve Lee (gave written testimony) 

o Bathrooms needed. 

o Trail system improvements. 

o Disc golf should remain. 

o Safety when using park. 

 

IV. Park Improvement Ideas: 

 Task force members were invited to provide input and discuss potential park 

improvements.  There seemed to be unanimous support for the maintenance of the 

regional trail, drier trails, and the installation of boardwalks.  Other ideas that were 

introduced and did not meet with significant resistance are as follows: 

o Avoiding flood plain areas with new park amenities. 

o Additional restrooms, with a preference for permanent restrooms. 

o Adding barriers around portable restrooms to make them more visually attractive. 

o Adding outdoor fitness equipment 

o Conducting native plantings. Encourage wildlife habitat. 

o Adding quiet, safe seating and walking areas that are somewhat removed from 

high-traffic areas. Generally, add more benches. 

o Widening the regional trail to 12 feet to better accommodate usage. 

o Increased access to Koll wetlands and wildlife viewing area. 

o An analysis of what the wildlife impact of altering trails would be. Consider cost-

benefit rations for wildlife, access, and monetary costs. 

o Use of Greenway Park as a natural educational opportunity for children. 

o A desire for aesthetically pleasing boardwalks, if installed. 

o Adding mile markers to trails. 

o Adding maps of the park at park entrances 

o Potential access on the east side of the park for business park workers. 

o Task force members agree there are enough mowed, grassy areas. 

o More water fountains. 

o Improved access from trail to basketball courts- users currently have to walk 

across the grass. Making basketball hoops the official height. 

o A desire to have universal access to the park, including play areas. 

o Task force members agree they are open to THPRD staff making suggestions on 

developing opportunity areas for recreation. 

o Explore changes to the covered area near the corner of Greenway Blvd. and 

Parkview Loop. 

 Some ideas were met with some support and some resistance: 

o The importance of developing/maintaining secondary trails 

o The importance/distraction of disc golf. 

o Add horseshoe pits to the park. 

o It is OK for trails to go underwater during parts of the year. 

o Add lighting to the park. 

 



 
V. Next Meeting 

 Task force agrees to meet in 3-4 weeks, at a time and location TBA. 


