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Roy Dancer Park Meeting #3 
Public Meeting Notes 
 
Project: Roy E. Dancer Park  
Location:  Beaverton SDA Church 
Date & Time:  September 13, 2012, 6:00-7:00 PM 
 
Staff Present: Dave Walters, Park Planner 
 Steve Regner, Office Tech 
 
 
1. Master Plan Background 

THPRD held a neighborhood meeting on May 31th, 2012 where staff showed two park 
design concepts to obtain feedback from park neighbors Staff also contacted Four Seasons 
and Sorensen Estate HOA’s, and the West Beaverton NAC and Commissioner Dick 
Schouten to receive feedback as well.  Additionally, staff presented the design options to 
THPRD’s Parks Advisory Committee for feedback.  Based on feedback received from all 
parties, staff developed the Preferred Master Plan.   
 
THPRD held a second neighborhood meeting on July 24th, 2012 to present the Preferred 
Master Plan. The design would consist of a loop asphalt path, 8 feet wide, with a connection 
in the middle. The play area would be located in the southeast corner, and would focus on 
age group 2-5. The number of picnic tables was reduced to two, and benches would be 
added near play equipment.  There would be a small entry plaza at the end of 148th, and 
would double as an entry for maintenance and emergency vehicles.  The path connecting 
150th and the park would be entirely within a 10 foot easement, and the path would have a 
series of steps due to steep topography and need to be a decking system to minimize 
impacting the existing trees.. It is anticipated that 4 trees will need to be removed for this 
path.  
 
July 24th meeting attendees requested that the northern path be reduced to 6 feet, which 
was agreed to by THPRD.  Meeting attendees also requested gravel paths instead of 
asphalt. THPRD responded that accessibility was a very high priority, and the southern path 
would remain asphalt, but other segments of the trail would be reexamined. THPRD 
emphasized that most of the paths are sloped, and gravel paths requires significant 
maintenance on slopes, so gravel may not be a workable solution. 
 
The Preferred Master Plan was approved by THPRD Board of Directors on August 13, 2012. 

 
2. Play Equipment Options 

Dave Walters explained that play equipment should address five areas of child 
development: Gross Motor Skills, Fine Motor Skills, Social and Emotional Development, 
Speech and Language Development, and Cognitive Development. 

 
Dave reviewed four styles of play equipment displayed: 
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• Traditional Equipment 
• Modern Equipment 
• Nature Play/Nature Inspired Environments 
• Art Elements 
• Or a combination of the four 

 
 
3. Questions/Discussion/Comments 
 
C: This Combination board (pointing to Big Toys hybrid board) is too much for this park site. 
 
C:  I prefer nature play; it will keep the area more natural looking. 
 
C: I’ve seen the kids really enjoy the nature play at Camille Park. I am in favor of something 
similar at this park. 
 
C: I agree with the previous commenter. 
 
C: Nature play seems the least intrusive. I like the cultural motif of the nature play at the park in 
Tualatin. 
 
C: What’s the level of upkeep required for nature play? 
A: Camille still looks really good (comment from other attendee) 
 
Q: How does nature play work for kids with different abilities? 
DW: Nature play would be fully accessible. 
 
C: I’m not really in favor of swings. Swings tend to attract teenage loiterers. Teens have no 
interest in nature play. 
 
C: I would prefer natural colors to be used for whatever play equipment goes in. 
 
DW: Sand, wood, and rock are the main materials used for nature play. Reuse of on-site 
materials is always preferred. The trees removed for the path construction to 150th in particular 
could be reused. 
 
C: The nature play option feels really good. 
 
Q: Will there be any more meetings to review the play equipment decision 
DW: Typically, THPRD does not hold a follow up meeting for play equipment 
 
4. Next Steps 
 
THPRD staff and design consultant Lango Hansen will continue to refine the park design, 
including the play equipment design, based on meeting feedback and District need. THPRD 
anticipates submitting documents for Land Use approval this winter. Construction is anticipated 
to occur either late summer 2013, or early summer 2014, depending on the length of the 
permitting process and weather. 


