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1.1.1.1.    Background Information: (Steve and David)Background Information: (Steve and David)Background Information: (Steve and David)Background Information: (Steve and David)    

A. Last year the park District passed a $100 million bond,  

B. The District updated the comprehensive plan in 2006.  The plan outlines the 

District’s plans for the next 20 years.   

C. This comprehensive plan included a 2005 field analysis study that found 

sports fields to be deficient in the NE quadrant.   

D. The board balanced the use of the bond money throughout the District.   

E. THPRD purchased 2 properties at the site in the last 2 years to increase the 

field space available at AM Kennedy Park. 

F. This will be a park upgrade project with a youth athletic field. 

G. The proposed program was reviewed.  The program includes natural area 

preservation and some facility replacements and upgrades.   

H. The proposed Schedule was reviewed; design in 2010 and construction in 

spring/ summer 2011.   

I. The District has been working with various public agencies to meet their 

requirements.   

J. There will be a second public meeting regarding the preferred alternative.   

 

2.2.2.2.    Programming: (Julie)Programming: (Julie)Programming: (Julie)Programming: (Julie)    

A. AM Kennedy will be a single event field, meaning only one event/ game will 

be scheduled at a time. This will not be a multi field sports-plex.   

B. Sports will run from 5 until dark in the fall and spring.   
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C. Practices will be held M-F and games on weekends.   

D. In addition to parking there is a bus line nearby and bike racks will be 

implemented.   

3.3.3.3.    Review of Two Site Alternatives (Michelle)Review of Two Site Alternatives (Michelle)Review of Two Site Alternatives (Michelle)Review of Two Site Alternatives (Michelle)    

A. The consultant’s site analysis activities were discussed.   

B. See the THPRD website to review the two proposed alternatives.   

C. Both options have a similar program that was previously reviewed and 

strive to balance the sites environmental and recreation needs with 

neighborhood concerns and access issues.  Half street improvements, 

including parking for 10-12, a bridge and shared use parking is planned for 

in each alternative.  The SE access is maintained in each alternative.   

D. Alternative One 

i. Paved walking loop around the sports field.  Hard and soft paths.   

ii. A play area and future shelter are located near the Kennedy street 

entrance.   

iii. Riparian and forest revegetation.   

E. Alternative Two 

i. Paved walking loop through the eastern forested area.   

ii. A plaza and community garden space located along Kennedy Street.   

iii. Playground located near the existing playground.   

iv. A southern entrance plaza for users that enter via the CPA parking lot.   

 

4.4.4.4.    Public Questions and Comments: (Public comments in quotes and italics)Public Questions and Comments: (Public comments in quotes and italics)Public Questions and Comments: (Public comments in quotes and italics)Public Questions and Comments: (Public comments in quotes and italics)    

 

RECREATION COMMENTS 

“I am concerned who will use the field.  If its young kids playing soccer that’s 

fine versus using it for men’s club sports.”   

- The facilities are intended for 14 and under, primarily youth.   

- We lack youth, multi-purpose fields and our goal is to serve this need.   

- Our desire is to keep the kids close to their homes for sports fields and 

accommodate the quadrant deficiency.  Our intention is not to open the 

sports fields up for adult play.   

 

“Does it need to be a sports field?” 

- Yes, it was promised in the bond measure.   

- We bought more property specifically for a sports field, and studies 

show this area is deficient in youth sports fields.   

 

“Couldn’t it be a tennis court instead of a sports field to meet the recreation 

needs?  Area for picnicking?  I’m concerned with traffic.”   
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- No, the bond measure promised a sports field due to the deficiency.  

Tennis courts are not deficient, there are approximately 200 tennis 

courts located throughout the district   

-The sports seasons are typically August to October and March to June, 

not the summer.   

-It will be a permitted field.  a permit is required to play organized events 

there.  Any unpermitted use will be stopped immediately if brought to 

the attention of THPRD park patrol.   

-However, the field will be available for community, family or “pick-up” 

game use.   

 

“Will there be a fence around the field?” 

- There will be a fence along the south and a fence along the west to 

protect the vegetation and so balls do not leave the field and roll down 

into the riparian area or adjacent uses.   

- It will not be a dedicated full time athletic facility.  We wanted the 

fence elements to blend in with the park.   

- The fence will be of varying heights as needed, but generally as low 

as possible.   

 

“I’m wondering about access to the field.” 

- There will be multiple ways inside, we must have several openings.   

 

“How far is the field from the neighboring property in the Northwest corner?” 

- 25 Feet 

- We may look at some planting for privacy.   

 

“Is there proposed seating at the field in Alternative 2?” 

- Field is more integrated in the landscape here because there is a 

softer grade; there is less of a seating opportunity.  Spectators will bring 

their own chairs; sit on the grass or stand.   

 

“What about concerts in the park and lighting?” 

- The only lighting would be if there was a shelter.  Concerts in the park 

are typically 6-8 pm during the summer which is still daylight.   

- Lights create an illusion of the park remaining open after dark.  There 

is a reason why there is no light at night, to keep people out and show 

the park is closed.   

    

“Will the basketball court remain the same as it is now?” 
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- There is probably not enough money to redo the entire court.  it 

depends to some degree on the community feedback and the costs.   

- A better basketball facility will attract older players.   

 

“I was more concerned about twelve year olds and injury on the asphalt, but the 

money should go to the playground.” 

- Asphalt is the Districts standard and is used throughout the District.   

 

“Is no ball field an option at this time?” 

-No, the bond measure calls for a youth field on this site.   

    

    

TRAFFIC AND PARKING COMMENTS 

“What about the traffic leaving?  Will there be overlap with teams leaving and 

coming? 

- There may be overlap depending on the scheduling.  There may be 

time differences with older kids versus younger kids.   

 

“103rd and Kennedy can be trafficky, summer is already trafficky due to 

basketball.” 

- We will be working with the City regarding traffic and parking 

requirements.   

 

“What is the business to the south of the park?” 

- A CPA Office.   

   

“How will their office affect parking at the South entrance?” 

- They will typically leave at 5, sporting events wouldn’t start until 5, 

Monday through Friday.  They are not open on weekends.   

 

“I’m worried about parking on the side streets.” 

“How can the city propose a field with no parking” 

- We have had discussions and so far seem to be in agreement for 

shared parking to the south of the site.   

 

“That concerns me, there will be a traffic problem” 

 

“There is no parking there (on site) right now.”   

- This park has grown in size, most neighborhood parks are 1-3 acres 

and AM Kennedy is in the middle between Neighborhood Parks and 
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Community Parks.  It’s a little bit of a different park, most neighborhood 

parks do not have parking.   

- We must submit a parking plan to the City of Beaverton, we must 

come up with a strategy to accommodate projected parking needs.   

- There will be 10-12 parking spaces at the north frontage as well as 

a few along Laurel at the south.   

 

“How many cars will come to a game?” 

- 22 cars per game plus overlap equals 50 possible cars at a time.  

 

“Concerned about traffic – there is just a stop sign now and it’s not a protected 

turn.” 

“103rd and Beaverton Hillsdale Highway is a problem.” 

“It would have to be a right turn only.” 

 

“What about handicapped parking?” 

- The city of Beaverton will require handicapped parking and ADA 

access on the pedestrian ramp.   

- The bridge will likely be built to provide ADA access.   

 

SAFETY COMMENTS 

“What goes on at night at AM Kennedy? I am concerned with safety, I can make 

out full conversations during the summer outside my home.”   

“My home looks out onto the park, there are drug dealers and homeless people, 

are the police being brought in to this?” 

 

-Do you ever call the police? 

“Yes and they don’t do anything.” 

-The park is in the city, I was a cop for 30 years.  There are 240 parks in 

the area.  AM Kennedy is a very tame park.  The homeless can be there, 

it is a public space, but they cannot sleep there.  There are no gangs 

and my greatest suggestion if you see graffiti is to clean it up, it’s 

everyone’s problem.  Retirement folks and kids love the park.  You can 

call park patrol until midnight otherwise please call the Beaverton 

police.  This is not a worrisome park.   

-These are your neighbors and the best way to protect the park is to 

meet your neighbors and form some kind of group watch.  This should 

not be the first time you have all met.   

- There is a park patrol, please call Mike or the Beaverton police at 

night, and please grab a magnet after this meeting with their number.   

 



AM Kennedy Park 
March 23, 2010 
Page 6 

 
 
 

VEGETATION RELATED COMMENTS 

In terms of Park Forest Enhancement, what do you do with the underbrush?   

- Take out the invasive species and replace it with native vegetation that 

provides food and shelter for wildlife such as Snowberry or 

Oregongrape.   

- There is thick existing vegetation.   

- People hang out in hiding places, they need to be removed and 

replaced with low-growing vegetation.   

- This is your backyard, get involved!  There are six programs in which 

you can get involved.  Several past volunteers were present.  

 

“From a tree hugger standpoint – those evergreens are beautiful, keep them 

restored, they are good for dog walkers.” 

 

“Will you work with us and the vegetation along our fence line?” 

- Yes! 

 

“Save the trilliums!” 

- Yes absolutely, they are currently suppressed by the ivy and may 

flourish with invasive removal.   

 

PLAYGROUND COMMENTS 

“I’m concerned with kids running free in the basketball court in between the 2 

playing areas.”(Option #2) 

“Is moving the court an option?” 

- Moving the playground is a possible option.   

 

“The playground in Alternative 1 will draw more parking to the north side.  I hope 

the equipment is superior, I want my kids to play safe.”   

“Better if it’s not on the street.” 

- People generally walk to neighborhood parks, it’s not our intent to 

have people drive here.  People that drive will likely visit more 

developed parks.  The equipment will meet safety requirements.   

 

“I would rather have the playground in the middle but concerned about basketball 

in the middle.” 

- We are trying to avoid conflicts between the basketball and play areas.   

 

“I’m nervous about the seclusion of the playground.” 

- Vegetation will change to help address safety needs.  A few more users 

will reduce the level of seclusion.   
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GENERAL COMMENTS 

“What was the park use prior to this planning?” 

- We’ve reviewed the area and have a good sense of issues and the 

prior uses.  Given the bond measure there is a need for multi-use sports 

fields and Clean Water Services has requirements for riparian and 

wetland buffers on site.  We are here to balance these needs and 

develop a plan that meets as many needs as we can.   

 

“What is the status of the community gardens across the street?” 

- They are part of a church and have just been renewed for one year by 

the City.   

“An additional garden will change the dynamic of the area” 

“Community gardens are unsightly.” 

“Community gardens seem too specifically targeted for a certain kind of visitor to 

the park.” 

- In the last year or two community gardens have become very popular.  

We will try to screen the garden and keep it cleaned up.  

 

“Is there a budget for signage?” 

- Yes a budget has been identified and signage will be provided.   

 

 “Dog walkers should be considered.” 

- Dog walking will be allowed and upgraded loop paths will considered.   

 

 “Are these two options written in stone?” 

- No, the final option can be a combination of these options or 

something new. 

 

“What other parks are in this area?” 

– There are not many.   

 

“Will there be two trail entrances in the north? I like the idea of a separate soft 

surface entrance to the loop” 

-There could be 2 entrances as shown in alternative one.   

 

5555.  Staff informed patrons of the time and adjourned the meeting.  Staff informed patrons .  Staff informed patrons of the time and adjourned the meeting.  Staff informed patrons .  Staff informed patrons of the time and adjourned the meeting.  Staff informed patrons .  Staff informed patrons of the time and adjourned the meeting.  Staff informed patrons 

they would stay they would stay they would stay they would stay if anyone had additional comments/questiif anyone had additional comments/questiif anyone had additional comments/questiif anyone had additional comments/questions/ideas/concernsons/ideas/concernsons/ideas/concernsons/ideas/concerns. . . .     

 A. Plans will be on the website and will be open for public comment for 2 weeks then

 THPRD staff and consultants will review and compile all submitted comments to begin

 revising the alternatives.   
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