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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 

 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Trails Advisory Committee Meeting 
Date: November 16, 2010 

Time:  7:00 p.m. 
Location:  Elsie Stuhr Center 

5550 SW Hall Boulevard, Beaverton, Oregon 
 
Committee Members Present:   Chair Wendy Kroger, Vice Chair Tom Hjort, Recording Secretary 

Joe Barcott, Susan Hanson, Barb Sonniksen, Jim Parsons, Mary 
Elizabeth Smith (Beaverton BAC)  

Ex-Officio Members Present: Margaret Middleton (City of Beaverton), Joy Chang (Washington 
County) 

THPRD Staff Present: Steve Gulgren 
Absent: Mary O'Donnell, Mel Huie (Metro), Robert Spurlock (Metro) 
Guest: John Gruher 
 
I.   Call to Order 

Chair Wendy Kroger called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
II. Introduction of Guests and Visitors 

Everyone present introduced themselves. 
 
III. Approval of October Meeting Minutes 

Tom moved for approval of the October minutes; Jim seconded.  Unanimous vote to approve. 
 
IV. Announcements 

Steve:  (1) announced Brenda Peterson will be substituting in the office for Nicole Paulsen for a few months: (2) 
circulated an updated/current roster of Committee members; (3) circulated John Gruher's October 21, 2010 
application for appointment to the Committee; and (4) announced the following upcoming three District meetings: (i) 
tomorrow regarding the Lowami Hart Woods project, (ii) November 18 Rock Creek Trail Segment 5 presentation to 
the public, and (iii) December 6 Rock Creek Trail Segment 5 Master Plan presentation to the Board. 
 
BARB'S MOTION:  The Committee recommends to the Board that John's application for appointment to the 
Committee be approved.  Seconded by Joe.  Passed unanimously. 

 
V. Review 2010 Accomplishments and Examine Proposed 2011 Plan of Action/Calendar 

The Committee's 2010 Plan of Action, proposed 2011 Plan of Action, and proposed 2011 calendar were circulated, 
discussed and analyzed in detail.  Some topics discussed:  

 
1. Goal of working with Boy Scout troops on trail projects 

 
2. Focus on “safe routes to school” projects, especially crossing of busy arterial streets  

 
3. Beaverton Creek Trail in general, and specifically as it relates to the Beaverton Civic Plan 

 
4. The gap in the Fanno Creek Trail between Scholls Ferry Road and 92nd Street (approximately 800' to 1000' 

length) was discussed in detail.  Copies of a Google Earth map of the gap were distributed.  This is a 
dangerous section for cyclists and pedestrians but there is no funding to address the issue.  Given that there 
isn't any funding, the question was asked what can be done to raise the profile of the subject.  Two thoughts 
were expressed.  Possibly do some user counts to substantiate the need for attention; and meet with Jabra 
Khasho (City of Beaverton) to express concerns and ask for assistance. 
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5. The gap at the east end of the Fanno Creek Trail, between the Garden Home Recreation Center (east 

boundary line of the District) and Multnomah Boulevard (in Multnomah County).  Wendy asked that we find 
out what the City of Portland is doing, if anything, about the issue, and asked Joe and Tom to take the lead 
on that research.  
 

6. Wendy asked that people send her any photographs they might have that show people using District trails, 
to be used in conjunction with her annual report to the THPRD Board (in April 2011).   
 

7. We hope to be able to celebrate the opening of The Fanno Creek Trail Segment 4 (paralleling Allen Blvd) 
during 2011. 
 

8. The importance of completing benchmarks of success to support the Comprehensive Plan and Trails Master 
Plan. 

 
VI. September 2010 Trail Count Meeting Report 

Susan recently attended a meeting at Metro to review the September trail count exercise.  She reports that different 
organizations employ different practices and procedures; and that next year there will be revisions and improvements 
in the counting procedures, and forms used.  

 
VII. Westside Regional Trail Master Plan Committee Report 

Joe reported there has been no activity since the October committee meeting.  Steve indicated that within a day or 
two he expects to receive some information from Robert relating to the projects scope of work.  

 
VIII. Partner Jurisdiction Updates 
 

1. Metro.  No one present to report. 
 

2. Washington County (Joy).  Proposed mid-block crossing policy guideline was not presented to the board on 
November 2 as originally anticipated, but is now scheduled for November 23.  If adopted, there will be 
standards/guidelines in place for determining the feasibility and viability of any proposed mid-block crossing. 
 

3. City of Beaverton (Margaret).  Beaverton Civic Plan is being developed.  Whenever a hearing or public 
meeting is scheduled, it would be good for Committee members to attend, participate, and provide input. 
 

4. Beaverton School District.  No one from the district is present but Wendy notes that Kevin Sutherland is 
working on applying for a “Safe Routes to School” grant for Stoller Middle School. 
 

5. Beaverton Bicycle Advisory Committee (Mary Elizabeth Smith).  The committee continues to examine its 
priorities, goals and objectives; and would generally like to become more active in the community.  Also, 
they would like to work together with the TAC on projects of mutual interest, of which there are many.  At the 
next TAC meeting, Mary Elizabeth anticipates that the BAC may present some ideas, and perhaps specific 
proposals, for collaboration.  It was confirmed that the BBAC representative is a voting member of the TAC.            

 
IX. Staff Project Update  
 

1. Fanno Creek Trail.  The favorable October 13 Beaverton Planning Commission decision to construct 
Segment 4 (generally that portion paralleling Allen Boulevard) was not appealed.  Staff is moving forward 
with the project.  THPRD and the Beaverton School District will have to sign an agreement regarding that 
portion of the trail on school district property.  Construction could begin by June 2011.   
 
Fanno Creek Trail MTIP Grant regarding Hall Boulevard mid-block crossing project.  The scope of work with 
consultant David Evans & Associates continues to be refined.  Once completed, the parties (THPRD, Metro, 
and ODOT) must execute an intergovernmental agreement prior to any construction.   



Page 3 of 3 

 
2. Lowami Hart Woods Park.  This project was discussed in detail at the September 21, 2010 TAC meeting.  

The Committee was presented with three options for access from Hart Road, and recommended adoption of 
option A.  The District has decided, however, to adopt option B, even though it is more costly (by $20,000).  
Management has concluded that option B is the better overall plan, and is better for the site.  Option B has 
more street improvements.  The project master plan was approved years ago.  We are now in the design 
and development stage. 
 

3. Bond Measure Trails Update. 
 
Westside Regional Trail.  The status of the WRT as a “Type 1” project was discussed, as was the difference 
between Type 1, 2, and 3 projects.  In general, the higher the number, the more complicated the process.  
For example, a Type 3 project requires submission to a Planning Commission and holding of public 
hearings, but a Type 1 project may be done “over the counter” without those requirements.   
 
Steve discussed completing the three gaps in the WRT, noting that whereas there are some problems to 
resolve, especially involving one particular adjacent property owner, the problems were being resolved and 
construction could begin in the spring or summer of 2011.   
 
Also, regarding Segment 18 of the WRT, we have still heard nothing about the $2,300,000 MTIP grant 
application.     
 
Waterhouse Trail.  Staff is working on environmental issues.  This is probably a Type 3 project. 
 
Rock Creek Trail mid-block crossing over West Union and 185th.  Proposed IGA with WACO will be 
submitted to the Board at its December 6, 2010 meeting.  This part of the project is being done in 
conjunction with Washington County.  Partnering with Washington County is a very positive step in the 
partnership between THPRD and the County.     
 
The District is applying for an RTP grant in the amount of $50,000 to connect 107th Street with Cedar Mill 
Park (through Brady property) which would connect with Cedar Mill Elementary School.  
 
After discussion it was agreed there would be no meeting in December.  The regularly scheduled meeting 
would be December 21 (the latest a third Tuesday could ever be) and everyone agreed that that was too 
close to Christmas and Committee members would probably be excessively busy and either not able to 
attend the meeting, or it would add unnecessary stress to everyone's holiday schedules.   

 
X. Next Meeting will be held on January 18, 2011. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,   
 
Joe Barcott 
Recording Secretary             
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