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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Trails Advisory Committee Meeting 

Date: May 17, 2011 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Location: Elsie Stuhr Center 
5550 SW Hall Boulevard; Beaverton, Oregon 

 
In Attendance 

Committee Members: Chair Wendy Kroger, Vice Chair Tom Hjort, Recording Secretary 
Joe Barcott, Barb Sonniksen, Susan Hanson, Mary O'Donnell, 
John Gruher, Jim Parsons 

Ex-Officio Members Present: Margaret Middleton (City of Beaverton), Joy Chang (Washington 
County), Mel Huie (Metro) 

THPRD Staff Present: Steve Gulgren, Hal Bergsma 
Absent: Kevin Apperson, Kevin Sutherland (Beaverton School District), 

Beaverton Bicycle Advisory Committee Representative 
Guests: Priscilla Christenson and Mark Hereim (Friends of Beaverton's 

Johnson Creek/Lowami Hart Woods) 
 
I. Call to Order 

Chair Wendy Kroger called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
   
II. Introduction of Guests and Visitors 

Everyone present introduced themselves. 
  
III.  Approval of April Meeting Minutes  

Wendy noted that at the April meeting she had requested photographs of community trails in wooded areas, and 
not regional trails, so that the word “regional” should be changed to “community.”  Subject to that revision, John 
moved for approval of the April minutes, Barb seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.   

   
IV. Announcements 

Steve announced that paving of a short section of the Fanno Creek Trail, connecting the sidewalk on the south 
side of Hall Boulevard has been completed. 

   
V. Coordination with Southwest Trails/Portland/Red Electric Trail 

Tom reported on his recent meeting with Don Baack (Portland Southwest Urban Trails Coalition) where Don 
requested: (1) THPRD coordinate its trails with those of the SUTC so there is connectivity between Portland and 
the District; (2) a letter from the Committee supporting MTIP funding for the next section of the Red Electric Trail; 
and (3) support of an extension of the sidewalk on Scholls Ferry Road north from the Beaverton Hillsdale 
Highway to the trail near SW Hamilton Street.  The Committee agreed to consider these requests. 

 
VI. May 14 Third Annual “Ride Into Spring” Bicycle Ride 

The ride began at the Fanno Creek Trail “bridge to nowhere,” where riders were informed about the trail 
extension to be built this year, and continued south on the Fanno Creek Trail, looped around through community 
trails, returning to the Denney Road Trailhead where some riders ended their ride and others continued to 
Eichler Park and then back to the place of beginning.  Joe and Mary reported that the ride was a total success, 
and that many elected officials had participated. 

 
VII. June 4 National Trails Day Project 

Wendy reported that the June 4 work party will be at the Jenkins Estate and that anyone who will be attending 
should pre-register so the District knows how many will be present. 
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VIII. Summer Activity Planning 
The Committee's June meeting will be the annual picnic, this year at Camp Rivendale near the Jenkins Estate.  
There will be no formal July meeting.  Instead the Committee will probably participate in a trail count (location 
and dates to be determined).  Location suggestions were the Waterhouse Trail at the Walker Road midblock 
crossing and the Fanno Creek Trail near SW 92nd.  The August meeting might include a field trip to the Fanno 
Creek Trail construction along Fanno Creek south of Allen Boulevard. 

 
IX. Westside Regional Trail Master Plan Committee Report 

Joe reported that there has been no activity of this committee since the April meeting, but that it should become 
active in June or July. 

 
X. Partner Jurisdiction Updates 

Metro.  Mel distributed a notice announcing (1) the June 29 kick-off meeting for organization of the 2011 trail 
counts to be conducted in September, and (2) the Quarterly Trails Forum to be held the same day (June 29); 
and requested Committee member participation at both events.  He noted that Metro is considering purchasing 
state of the art electronic trail counters.  The April 27 Quarterly Trails Forum was discussed.  Mel mentioned that 
ODOT has issued an RFP for preparation of a Westside Regional Trail Master Plan. 
 
Washington County.  Joy announced that the County's 2011 work program has been completed, identifying 
priority projects which include updating its transportation plan; and the North Bethany, Bull Mountain, Cooper 
Mountain, and Reedville projects. 
 
Barb and Joy discussed in detail the North Bethany project where issues have arisen regarding many subjects 
including location of parks and trails within the area, noting that the developers are seeking the ability to change 
the exact location of where to build parks.  There are ongoing meetings (next one scheduled for tomorrow, May 
18) which address (1) conveyance of park land, (2) acquisition of property for trails, and (3) urban/rural buffer 
zones.  The Committee agreed unanimously that it must remain vigilant to be certain the North Bethany project 
complements the Westside Regional Trail (WRT) in that there is adequate and satisfactory trail connections in 
the area to the WRT, and that the project in no way blocks or impedes access to, or construction of, the WRT.               
 
City of Beaverton.  Margaret noted that the starting location of the 2011 Bike Beaverton Ride (August 27) has 
been changed to Schiffler Park. 
 
Beaverton School District.  No representative present to report. 

 
XI. Lowami Hart Woods 

Wendy provided Priscilla and Mark with an opportunity to comment on their interest in the Lowami Hart Woods 
project, encouraging them to do so.  Both declined the opportunity. 

 
XII. Staff Update on Trail Projects 

Hal reported on the following recent District acquisitions: (1) Teufel property (23 acres) off Miller Road near 
Barnes ($8,000,000 purchase for land to build a community park.  Seller to lease property from the District for 
eight years.  Largest purchase from bond program; (2) near 114th Avenue west of Cedar Hills Boulevard which 
will allow continuation of Cedar Mill Community Trail; and (3) an easement to build a neighborhood trail to Roy 
Dancer Park (near Allen/Murray intersection) which will connect with the Four Seasons Development.       
 
Lowami Hart Woods (LHW).  Prior to the meeting, Wendy had emailed to voting members of the Committee a 
letter summarizing the Committee's position regarding development of trails in LHW, and she sought comments 
and suggestions regarding that position.  Everyone agreed with the position as stated in the letter and agreed it 
should be forwarded to the Board (Tom had suggestions for some minor language changes which he later 
conveyed to Wendy after the meeting was adjourned).  MOTION:  Jim moved that the letter be sent to the Board 
as representing the Committee's position.  John seconded.  Motion passed unanimously with Barb abstaining 
(she had not had the opportunity to carefully consider the letter prior to the meeting). 
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Hal explained that staff had met yesterday to consider how to best proceed with the LHW project.  Many people 
opposing the project had appeared at the May 11 neighborhood meeting and staff wanted to be certain its 
position is sound before presenting it to the Board.  They decided not to present on June 6 as had been 
anticipated.  Staff will do further work preparing its position and will then convene another neighborhood 
meeting, probably in June, soliciting further public comment; and will then present its proposal to the Board in 
August or September.  Steve estimates that these further actions will probably delay the project for 
approximately six months.  Wendy noted that the District has “bent over backwards” to consider expressed 
opposition to the project and that this further activity would probably not change any minds about the proposal –  
i.e., that those in opposition will probably still oppose it – and asked how much might be gained by extending the 
schedule even further.  Hal responded that whether or not anyone changed their minds, staff wanted to be 
certain it had a well thought out, sound proposal, before presenting it to the Board.  
 
Fanno Creek Trail.  Steve announced that four bids to construct the new section of trail (on the creek south of 
Allen Boulevard) have been received and that they were all less than the engineer's estimate of $1.5 million.  
Two of the bids were approximately $1 million, and two approximately $1.3 million.  Staff is checking on the 
validity and responsiveness of the low bid and will be awarding the contract soon.  Construction should begin 
this summer and should be complete before the end of the year.  Everyone agreed it would be good to have a 
ribbon cutting ceremony upon project completion.   
 
Bond Measure Trails Update.  Nothing of any significance to report.  Projects are progressing well. 
 
MTIP Funding.   
 
 Fanno Creek Trail/Hall Boulevard Crossing Feasibility Study.  There have been meetings and site visits.  

A task force is being developed.  Work on the study is to be completed by July 2012.  The task force will 
examine all options for crossing Hall (going over, under, through, or around Hall Boulevard). 

 
 Westside Trail Segment #18: prospectus being developed.  RFP will be issued this summer.  

Engineering/design to begin late this year. 
 
Regional Flexible Funding 2014/15.  RFF is what used to be called MTIP.  Refers to federal funds to be used for 
active transportation and freight projects.  There is a new process for distribution of the funds.  Decisions are 
now made by each County.  Washington County has $5,600,000 to use on active transportation projects.   
 
THPRD has two proposed projects: (1) extending the Westside Trail through the Nike campus, across Walker, to 
Greenbrier, and (2) the Crescent Connection (Westside Trail at Nature Park to Hocken then the City of 
Beaverton would extend the trails to the Beaverton Central Station and through to the Denney Road Fanno 
Creek Trailhead.  Diagrams analyzing each were distributed.  Metro desires a complete, totally integrated 
transportation system.  It was noted that the Crescent Connection ties well into the recently completed 
Beaverton Civic Plan, and that the Crescent Connection might therefore be the more appealing alternative.   
 
Hal noted that the Washington County Coordinating Committee, whose focus is transportation, meets the first 
Monday of every month at noon in the Beaverton Library. 
 

XIII. Next Meeting will be held on June 21, 2011 6:00 p.m. at Camp Rivendale (Jenkins Estate). 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Joe Barcott 
Recording Secretary  
 


