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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Natural Resources Advisory Committee Meeting 

Date: July 26, 2011 
Time: 6:30 PM 

Location: Jackie Husen Park 
 
In Attendance 

Committee Members: Mitch Cruzan, Eric Lindstrom, Cory Samia, Matthew Shepherd 
Membership Pending: Martin Mendelson, Don Nearhood 

 Staff: Bruce Barbarasch 
 
I. Call to Order 

Rod Coles was out due to a sports injury so Bruce called the meeting to order at 6:36 PM. 
   
II. Approval of Minutes 

Motion to approve – Mitch 
Second – Matthew 
All in favor - Unanimous 

  
III.  Financial Report  

Not applicable 
   
IV. Old Business 

None 
 

V. New Business 
This meeting focused on three properties, each representing different levels of development and related 
challenges.  The first of these is Jackie Husen Park (JHP).  The southeastern portion of the park is generally 
developed and includes a relatively large parking lot, a looped pathway, pavilion area and playground.  The north 
and west sections are less developed and are the site for a trailhead that will lead from JHP to Jordan Park, an 
area of about 18 acres.  Jordan Park is a highly intact natural area featuring a relatively high level of plant and 
animal diversity.  The terrain is also very rugged.  Cedar Mill Creek runs east to west along most of its northern 
border.  
 
The Committee studied the area in JHP where the trailhead will be constructed and then drove to the nearby 
trailhead entry point.  From there, the group followed an existing “demand” trail down to the creek and then 
moved east along its banks to a bridge where they encountered a pair of barred owls.  The group then crossed 
the creek and followed the path to its end point on Lost Park Drive. 
 
After returning to their vehicles, the Committee then traveled to the third property on Bronson Creek.  Whereas 
the first two areas visited were heavily timbered and/or well developed in some sections, this third property is 
basically undeveloped wetlands.  The primary issues for this last natural area are large sections of reed canary 
grass, blackberry and ivy.  Plans call for the control – and where possible the outright removal – of these noxious 
weeds.  Much of the area is well intact and already comprises a thriving wetlands habitat. 
 
The Committee agreed that these kinds of field trips are a critical component of their service and recommend 
that the August meeting also take place on a key property or properties. 
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VI. Other 
Lowami Hart Woods will be on the Board of Directors meeting agenda for August 8th.  A large turnout for this 
meeting is expected.  Committee members are invited to study the latest version of the development plans 
(Bruce will send the links) and comment either personally or by letter. 
 
At the same meeting, the Board will vote on approval of Committee candidates Martin Mendelson and Don 
Nearhood.  
 
The Board meeting will be held in the Manzanita Room at the Elsie Stuhr Center on August 8, 2011, 6:30 PM. 
 

VII. Next Meeting will be held on August 23, 2011. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:24 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Eric Lindstrom 
Recording Secretary  
 


