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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Natural Resources Advisory Committee Meeting 

Date: August 23, 2011 
Time: 6:30 PM 

Location: Tualatin Hills Nature Park Interpretive Center 
 
In Attendance 

Committee Members: Rod Coles, Mitch Cruzan, Eric Lindstrom, Cory Samia 
 Staff: Bruce Barbarasch, Melissa Marcum 
 
I. Call to Order 

Rod called the meeting to order at 6:39 PM. 
   
II. Approval of Minutes 

Motion to approve – Cory 
Second – Mitch 
Unanimous 

  
III.  Financial Report  

N/A 
   
IV. Old Business 

Field trip debrief – Committee consensus is that these are highly useful and that the more of them the better. 
Perhaps one or two in the winter/spring months. Rod suggests that members keep their eyes open for potential 
sites. 
  
Lowami Hart Woods update – Bruce provides information related to the results of the Board’s deliberations. 
Basically the Board approved the bulk of the plan with a number of key provisions still to be finalized. (see 
minutes of the Board when posted). Mitch asks about feasibility of rescuing trillium and other wildflowers that 
may be covered or destroyed when the trails are put through the park. Bruce explains how the process would 
have to be driven by and executed with volunteer help. If and when the Board approves the plan opponents of 
the plan will have an opportunity to appeal to both Beaverton and even the DSL. 
 

V. New Business 
Volunteer Program Overview – Melissa describes the basics of the Volunteer Program, which she supervises. 
The program supports natural resource and educational needs. Her work also focuses on marketing volunteer 
opportunities including working at special events, going on restorations, and enrolling in the Leadership in 
Training Experience (LITE) program. The LITE program also provides internship opportunities for students 
looking for management opportunities. A new program that features training for adults interested in being trained 
in educational techniques for a wide range of populations will be available October 19th, 2011. People taking this 
training will be expected to put in 50 hours of service in the next year. 
 
Melissa lists some volunteer positions and describes their basic missions – Park improvement volunteers 
perform maintenance and restoration work; Adoption volunteers (as in adopt a park, etc.); Internships 
(professional development opportunities) focused on field work; Park Watch Program in which volunteers walk 
the park and report issues and concerns; Breeding Birds Survey which involves point-counts; Monitoring 
program to cover projects; and the Advisory Committees. 
 
Melissa also provided NRAC members with a handout covering details and statistics for the program as well as 
results of surveys focused on the volunteer experience. Recognition events for volunteers are planned.  
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The program’s website is in the process of being redesigned to make it more user-friendly. The database is also 
being upgraded so that volunteer efforts can be recorded and evaluated with a greater level of reliability.  
 
Cory suggests volunteer advisory committee so people who represent different areas of volunteer activity can 
work together collaboratively.  
 
Update/Natural Resources Management Plan -  
Rod asks, “Where is the District with regard to the RFP for the revise of the plan?” Bruce gives a general 
response that focuses on what the staff has found out so far about potential costs and related process. Generally 
cost estimates are significantly varied from more to much more. As a result staff is going to tighten up its design 
criteria so that the estimating process can be more effective. The hope is to have a draft of the criteria available 
in October or November.  
 
Cory asks for clarification as to where the Committee should focus. Chapter three is generally the section most 
often referred to by staff. Bruce confirms that this section contains most of most relevant information for the 
NRAC. 
 

VI. Other 
Upcoming Public Meetings with a natural resources component: 
 

 Roy Dancer Park:  Wednesday, August 24th at 6:30 PM at the Beaverton City Library, Meeting Room B, 
1st Floor, 12375 SW 5th Street, Beaverton, OR 97005 

 
VII. Next Meeting will be held on September 27, 2011, 6:30 PM, Location TBA. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Eric Lindstrom 
Recording Secretary  
 


