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                        Meeting Minutes 
                               11/17/2011 - Meeting of the Bond Oversight Committee 

 
Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
15707 SW Walker Rd, Beaverton, OR 97006 
503/645-6433 
 
The eighth meeting of the Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District Bond Oversight Committee was 
held at the HMT Recreation Complex, Peg Ogilbee Dryland Training Center, 15707 SW Walker Road, 
Beaverton, on Thursday, November 11, 2011, beginning at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Present: 
Committee Members: 
Marc San Soucie, Chair 
Wink Brooks 
Rob Drake 
Stephen Pearson 
Boyd Leonard 
Rob Massar 
Matthew McKean 
Anthony Mills 
Jack Platten 
Barbara Wilson 
Paul Waldrum 

Ex-Officio Members: 
Bob Scott, Board of Directors 
Hal Bergsma, Director of Planning 
Keith Hobson, Director of Business 
& Facilities 

THPRD Staff: 
Doug Menke, General Manager 
Wil Eadie 
Cathy Brucker  
Dave Chrisman 
Steve Gulgren 
Nicole Paulsen 
 

 
Agenda Item #1 – Opening Comments  

 Marc San Soucie, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Agenda Item #2 – Self-Introductions 

 Marc San Soucie, Chair, noted introductions were not necessary.    
 
Agenda Item #3 – Opportunity for Audience Comments  

 No audience members were in attendance.  
 
Agenda Item #4 – Approve Minutes of August 4, 2011 Committee Meeting  

 Marc San Soucie, Chair, moved the Bond Oversight Committee to approve Agenda Item (#4), 
Minutes from August 4, 2011 Committee meeting.   

 Marc called for a motion to approve the August 4, 2011 meeting minutes with minor 
grammatical amendments. 
 All in favor, vote passes 

 
Agenda Item #5 – Financial Report (including exceptions) 

 Keith Hobson, Director of Business & Facilities, stated, based on past committee meeting 
comments, minor modifications were made to the quarterly financial report that was passed out.  
Keith summarized the revisions and additions related to added financial columns as well as 
exception reporting.  Keith summarized key points including the addition of a column noting 
outside funding and project categories estimated cost.  He also noted overages in overall 



Page 2 of 5 
 

categories.  Deferred Park Replacement category will have an overall overage as its final project 
is coming to completion.  Keith explained how funding will need to come from a different 
category to compensate the overage.  Staff is looking at compensating this category with funds 
from the Facility Expansion and Improvements category as the projects in that category projects 
are nearly complete and there is an overall savings.  Keith also gave an overview of the bond 
sales that happened in September 2011 noting the reduction in taxpayer costs among other facts.   
 Rob Drake asked whether or not the $470,000 left over in the neighborhood park 

acquisition  category was going to be used for additions to parks or trail corridors/habitat 
area 
 Keith noted that the intent is to purchase usable, buildable land since the funds are 

coming from the neighborhood parks category   
 Stephen Pearson asked if all of the variances, even from previous schedules, can be listed 

rather than just showing an asterisk 
 Keith noted that it could be done but was not the direction of the committee 

previously 
 Marc San Soucie, Chair, asked if staff could distribute all the variances electronically. 

Marc would also like the bond sales in an electronic format 
 Keith agreed   

 Jack Platten asked if the bonds are callable and at what price 
 Keith noted the bonds were sold at Par 

 Marc questioned what the committees role is related to overall category overages and 
shifting of funds between categories 
 Keith explained the role of the committee was to recommend fiscal policies for 

category overages to the Board of Directors and to review whether expenditures that 
were made were in compliance with the criteria and policy that was adopted by the 
Board.  Before staff goes to the Board of Directors to award the bid, staff will identify 
for the Board of Directors how the category overage will be covered.   

 
Agenda Item #6 – Progress Timeline (including milestones and exceptions) 

 Hal Bergsma, Director of Planning, noted the addition of an additional park planner thereby 
moving up two neighborhood parks projects.   Hal also noted that Pioneer Park construction will 
be delayed along with some other notable changes. 

 
Agenda Item #7 – Land Acquisition Report 

 Hal Bergsma, Director of Planning, indicated a seven acre property, in the North Bethany area, 
north of Springville Road, was acquired.  Metro Local Share funds helped to contribute to the 
purchase.  Hal noted additional highlights from the documents included in the Oversight 
Committee packet.   
 Jack Platten questioned why the purchase was from Neighborhood Acquisition funds 

when the park was labeled as a community park.   
 Keith clarified when the bond was put together, the North Bethany area always had a 

separate financing plan for recreation through SDC charges.  There was an 
assumption that $1.5 million would be contributed from bond funds for a 
neighborhood acquisition.  Once researched it became clear that there was a higher 
priority for a community park.   

 Jack would like that to be noted somehow 
 Barbara Wilson asked if staff had an idea or strategy on where the Undesignated 

acquisitions in the Neighborhood Park category would be located 
 Hal noted there was not a strategy at this point.   
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 Anthony Mills requested streets be identified on the maps 
 Jack wondered if the District is listing the acquisitions on the website 

 Hal noted that is a good possibility especially for other interested parties 
 Marc San Soucie, Chair, wondered if there has been any movement on the acquisitions in 

NE, SE and NW properties that were mentioned in the last meeting 
 Hal and Wil noted that it is moving along but still pending 

 Jack asked if the District is obligated to buy if the contingencies are removed or if we have 
the opportunity to back out 
 Wil noted that we do have the right although it would be bad practice if all 

contingencies were satisfied  
 Rob Drake, as well as Barbara Wilson, wondered why property owners are not selling and 

if appraisals are completed prior to speaking with an owner 
 Doug Menke, General Manager, responded that the property owners have been 

approached through the last 5-10 years by developers who have offered substantial 
amounts of money.  The offers never have gone down therefore when the District 
makes an offer for what the land is worth currently, owners say no 

 Wil also noted that the District has willing owners but sometimes it is not a property 
that will really work for the District due to, for example, steep topography.  Another 
scenario is that the District is being selective with purchases to make sure a good 
property is purchased 

 Wil clarified the second part of Robs question noting it depends on how much 
information he has on the property.  It is also about building a relationship with the 
owner so showing up with an appraisal first tends to be a stumbling block.  He 
further explained that appraisals are not coming back with values as high as they 
used to and owners are not happy to see this new price.  Wil also noted in the 
economy now, if people don’t have to sell their property, they are not interested.  On 
the upside, Wil did note that since the market is leveling out people are starting to 
realize this is the reality.  

 Anthony Mills questioned the quadrant lines notated on the maps 
 Doug noted that an updated comprehensive plan will be addressing new quadrant 

lines 
 
Agenda Item #8 – Discussion of Results of Surveys Conducted Prior to the 2008 Bond Measure 
Election 

 Bob Wayt, Director of Communications, shared excerpts from surveys conducted prior to the 
2008 Bond Measure.  He noted that two scientific surveys were completed in 2008, one in 
January which encouraged the District to pursue going out for the bond measure and one survey 
in July which helped refine the bond measure language.  Bob handed out the survey results to the 
group and highlighted key components.  Bob noted the document passed out is a highlight of 
priorities and if the committee would like to see the full report, he can request that. 
 Barbara Wilson noted that a survey in 1996 yielded the same results as today regarding 

natural areas priority and she firmly believes that is why the bond measure was passed.  
She questioned the committee and directly to Bob Scott, THPRD Board Member, if that 
statement matters as she feels as though the natural acquisition is not treated as a high a 
priority when the survey numbers show that it is.  Barbara mentioned her thoughts of the 
District not being able to make good on the promise of natural area acquisition.  
 Bob Scott, THPRD Board of Directors President, responded by stating that finding 

properties for acquisition is a process.  Although the District has the money to 
purchase land, it is all about making the most sensible purchase.  Bob relayed that 
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the District can and will make good on purchasing natural areas along with all other 
acquisitions stated in the bond measure, although it may not be as fast as desired. 

 Marc San Soucie, Chair, interjected by stating that all of the members of the 
committee care, which is why they are part of the committee.  Marc trusts the 
members of the Board of Directors as well as the professionals who are working 
towards making these acquisitions 

 Boyd Leonard also noted his trust in the District and their priorities of acquisition 
 Barbara remembered in a sub-committee meeting that someone stated they did not 

care about natural areas 
A. Marc Stated that was an inaccurate claim 

 Matthew McKean questioned the selection criteria of natural area 
A. Doug Menke, General Manager, stated that natural areas, along with park 

acquisition, have a set of criteria for example, is the quality of the natural 
area suitable, is there an opportunity for public access, is it in a corridor etc. 

 Anthony Mills suggested Barbara work with the Audubon Society, from a citizens 
standpoint to recommend areas that she would like the District to look into for 
acquisition  

 
Agenda Item #9 – Next Annual Report 

 Status of Sub-Committee Report-Marc San Soucie, Chair, mentioned that the report is in draft 
form and will not be ready for approval on this date as anticipated.  Marc raised two questions 1) 
report on only what has happened in the last year or 2) move end of reporting date out a quarter, 
which might be useful since there were some interesting things that happened through September 
30, 2011.  Also, the report would have fully audited numbers.  Marc asked for feedback from the 
committee regarding his questions as well as the report. 
 Rob Drake would like the report to remain as is since adding audited numbers will not 

materially change the report.  THPRD Communications can report on the interesting 
stories as they unfold in a quicker fashion than the annual report 

 Stephen Pearson, Jack Platten, Boyd Leonard & Anthony Mills agreed.  Anthony 
also mentioned the addition of a teaser at the end of the report listing some 
“here’s to come” notes 

 A consensus was made to report on the fiscal year 
 Marc suggested three options for completing the report: (1) the committee deputizes the 

sub-committee to complete the report and turn it in, (2) the committee meets at a later date 
and votes or (3) the sub-committee finalizes the report and sends it via email to the entire 
committee and each member responds whether they approve via email  

 All agreed to the third option  
 Wink Brooks wondered if the report will look as fancy as the previous report  and who it 

will be disseminated to 
 Doug Menke, General Manager noted that it will be edited with art work and 

pictures and Bob Wayt, Director of Communications, noted that it will be sent out 
to a select group of interested parties, patrons, jurisdictions and committees 

  Hal Bergsma, Director of Planning, mentioned that Bruce Barbarasch, Superintendent of 
Natural Resources, was unable to attend but had some recommended verbiage regarding 
the natural resource timelines.  Hal will email the suggested verbiage to whichever 
committee member has the respective section 

 Rob Drake asked if the per acre cost included staff costs for acquisitions 
 Keith Hobson, Director of Business & Facilities, clarified that staff time was included 

in the per acre costs 
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 Barbara Wilson questioned the validity of the statement in the report “…the pace of 
acquisition has recently increased substantially” 
 Hal Bergsma, Director of Planning, responded by stating that several more 

properties were acquired during the prior year 
 Doug Menke added that staff did not write the document that Barbara refers to 

therefore, it is up to the committee to decide whether or not the pace of acquisition 
has increased substantially 

 It was agreed by the committee that the word “substantially” be removed throughout 
the report 

 Anthony Mills asked whether or not the word “district” should be capitalized 
 Bob Wayt, Director of Communications, stated that there are many ways to interpret 

that.  The committee decided to capitalize it through the report 
 

Agenda Item #10 – Opportunity for Audience Comments 
 No audience members to comment 

 
Agenda Item #11 –Plan for the Next Meeting 

 Marc San Soucie, Chair, noted the next meeting would be held in February 2012  
 
Agenda Item #12 - Adjourn 

 There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm. 
 
 

 
Recorded by, 
Nicole Paulsen,  
Recording Secretary 


