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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Trails Advisory Committee Meeting 

Date: October 18, 2011 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 

Location: Outdoors @ Fanno Creek Trail at Fallbrook Place 
 
In Attendance 

Committee Members: Chair Wendy Kroger, Vice Chair Tom Hjort, Recording Secretary 
Joe Barcott, Susan Hanson, Mary O'Donnell, Sandra Frederiksen 
(Beaverton Bicycle Advisory Committee), Richard Brian Walker 
(Beaverton Bicycle Advisory Committee) 

Ex-Officio Committee Members Present:   Joy Chang (Washington County), Mel Huie (Metro) 
THPRD Staff Present: Gery Keck, Brad Hauschild 
Absent: Kevin Apperson, Barb Sonniksen, John Gruher, Jim Parsons, 

Margaret Middleton 
Guests: Bob Vanderbeck (applicant for committee membership), Ernie 

Conway (representative from neighborhood action committee near 
this portion of FCT) 

 
I. Call to Order 

Chair Wendy Kroger called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
   
II. Introduction of Guests and Visitors 

Everyone present introduced themselves. 
 
III. Approval of September Meeting Minutes 

September minutes were approved by consensus. 
  
IV.  Announcements  

Joy (1) confirmed that the County Commissioners had received Wendy's September 26, 2011 letter written on 
behalf of the Committee expressing the Committee's concern “that the currently proposed trail/buffer plan on the 
east side of the North Bethany planning area will serve neither trail interests nor mitigate urban/rural buffer 
concerns,” because the plan provides for the trail and a vegetated buffer to both be contained within a 20-foot 
strip of property, when 20 feet is a minimum width for only the trail so that space for the trail and a buffer should 
be far more than 20 feet; but (2) announced that the Commission had decided to support the plan allowing for 
only 20 feet to contain both the trail and a vegetated buffer.  The Committee reiterated the concern noted in its 
September 26 letter. 
 
Brad reported there is some concern about how to best use BES community benefit funds designated for 
improvement of the Garden Home Recreation Center and/or the Fanno Creek Trail nearby, and solicited 
Committee feedback.  The Committee noted that it had focused on this issue at its June 15, 2010 meeting at 
which time “it was the consensus of the committee to recommend the projects in the following priority order: (1) 
trail exercise stations, (2) outdoor climbing wall/boulders, (3) bicycle skills course.”  (June 15, 2010 meeting 
minutes).  The Committee emphasized, confirmed, and reiterated that recommendation.    
 
Brad announced that THPRD will be seeking an application to the OPRD Recreational Trails Grant Program 
(approximately $2,000,000 total available: most projects receiving $50,000-80,000 awards) (letter of intent due 
by end of October; application due by mid-January) and sought input as to whether the Committee favors the 
Bluffs Park trail proposal (aid Safe Routes to School program) or Vista Brook Park site improvements.  Diagrams 
of each project were circulated.  The Committee prefers the Bluffs Park project. 
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V. Fanno Creek Trail tour of segment currently under construction paralleling Allen Boulevard between the 
Beaverton Operations Center and the bridge over the creek near Allen Boulevard and Highway 217 
Brad led the Committee on a tour of that portion of the trail currently under construction, discussing the 11 
boardwalks that will be built over drainage and wetland sections; and answering questions.  This section is 
approximately 3,000' and extends from the bridge over the creek just east of Highway 217, to Beaverton's 
Operations Center near Scholls Ferry Road.  Completion is expected approximately December 1, 2011.  About 
half the project is currently paved, and more paving is scheduled for tomorrow (October 19).  After paving is 
completed the boardwalks and abutments will be worked on.  Shrubs and approximately 2,000 trees will be 
planted in December (bare root plants).  Washington County is planning to do road work at the east end of our 
project, including widening the bridge over the creek on Scholls Ferry between Allen Boulevard and Denney 
Road; and widening of Scholls Ferry on both sides of the bridge.  Until that project is finished, our trail cannot be 
completed and will be routed around the Operations Center parking lot.  Joy agreed to keep the Committee 
notified of the County's progress.    
 
There was a discussion about the timing of a grand opening ceremony, including the possibility of two grand 
openings: one “soft” grand opening upon completion of the project; and a more elaborate, formal ceremony in 
the spring when the weather is more conducive to festivities.  Mel suggested National Trails Day (first Saturday 
in June) as an appropriate date for the formal ceremony.  No decision was made.  The Committee will address 
the issue at later meetings.   
 
Mel asked about the status of the Hall Boulevard mid-block crossing study.  Wendy reported that the 
Stakeholders Committee has had its final meeting and that a report would be presented to the Committee at its 
December meeting (December 20). 
 

VI. Next Meeting will be held on November 15. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Joe Barcott 
Recording Secretary  
 


