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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Sports Advisory Committee Meeting 

Date: Thursday, October 20, 2011 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 

Location: AC Conference Room 
 
In Attendance 

Committee Members: Janet Allison, Chair; Greg Cody, Committee Member; Carrie 
Fisher, Committee Member 

 Staff: Scott Brucker, Julie Rocha 
 
I. Call to Order 

Janet called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
   
II. Minutes for May Meeting 

Janet submitted the minutes from the May 19th meeting.  
Motion: Greg made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Carrie seconded the motion and it 
carried unanimously. 
 
Minutes for September Meeting 
Janet submitted the minutes from the September 29th meeting.  
Motion: Carrie made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Janet seconded the motion and it 
carried unanimously. 

  
III.  Financial Report  

N/A 
 

IV. New Business 
Pickleball at Stuhr Center 
Scott presented an aerial map of the Stuhr Center and the basketball play pad located behind the facility.  The 
District would like to add a pickleball court on this play pad for seasonal use as a drop-in program.  Currently the 
play pad is used by neighborhood kids.  The Stuhr Center Advisory Committee and the Parks Advisory 
Committee were consulted and both supported the idea.  Janet asked how many players currently are involved 
in the sport.  Julie answered from 15 to 30 players are attending drop-in.  Greg asked how out-of-district fees 
would be enforced.  Julie answered because it will be an open park, the players would play without cost. 
 
Janet mentioned everything sounds positive, but are there any negatives we needed to consider.  Scott said at 
this time, no.  Down the road, equity with other sports may be a factor.  Eventually we would have to manage the 
sport and other sports may ask for a specific place and time to play. 
 
Motion: Greg moved our Sports Advisory Committee support planning and implementing building a 
pickleball court on the existing basketball play pad behind the Stuhr Center.  Carrie second the motion 
and it passed unanimously. 
 
THPRD Leadership Development Academy 
Scott handed out a flier explaining a new program begun at the request of Doug Menke.  The program was 
implemented to fulfill a need to replace District employees as the workforce ages.  Scott added approximately 
one-third of the District’s workforce could be eligible for retirement in 10 years, specifically Center Supervisor 
positions and up.   
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A committee was assembled approximately eight months ago and a four-tier program was developed.  Scott 
went into detail explaining the four tiers and how this program benefits the District having employees ready to 
move into other positions as needed.   
 
Greg asked if they would consider a third-party non-employee sitting in on the meetings as he would like to 
attend.  Scott answered that was a great possibility though at this point, it was staff only.  Greg continued this 
would be beneficial to anyone in any industry.  Scott said City of Beaverton has a similar program as well as 
Clean Water Services and Beaverton School District.  Janet was concerned if one non-staff member was invited 
to sit in, you would have to open the meetings to anyone interested including Advisory Committee and Steering 
Committee members.  Scott said he would check with Doug regarding Greg’s request. 
 
Greg asked if Scott thought there would need to be any adjustments in the budget because of training.  Scott felt 
there would be no impact except for two hours of time from a consultant.  Janet asked if a consultant had been 
identified yet for Tier 4.  Scott said not yet since Tier 4 is approximately two years away. 
 
Carrie mentioned there was a similar program in the military and asked about prerequisites for continuing on to 
the end of the program.  Scott said only stellar performance would allow participants to continue on that far. 
 
Dugout Covers for BB2 
At the last Baseball/Softball Steering Committee meeting, Janet was asked to bring up this project for 
discussion.  Becky Dawson made a motion to request the SAC to help fund the project.  Janet reminded SAC 
members we have dugout covers on all other fields at the HMT Complex and Sunset Park except for HMT BB2.  
Janet felt this may be a project for our Maintenance Department over the winter.   
 
Greg reminded the members that because of the many youth baseball projects this Committee has funded over 
the last several years, we had decided to use our money for other sports.  Janet agreed that was true; however, 
she felt if we approached Maintenance, they could complete the project in-house and the materials would not 
cost that much.  Scott felt approximately $3,000 would cover the cost of materials.  Scott added Jon Campbell 
already has specs and structural drawings from previous dugout covers Maintenance has built while Steve 
Ortner possibly could have materials available for use.   
 
Julie offered to contact Maintenance to find out if completing this project was a possibility.  She will get back to 
Janet prior to the next BSSC meeting on November 2nd. 
 
All Sports Steering Committee 
After confirming last month that the Adult Softball Steering Committee is now operating as the All Sports 
Steering Committee, Janet asked what other programs are included besides adult softball and adult volleyball.  
Julie answered adult basketball since there is no separate Steering Committee for this sport and Scott added 
kickball.  Julie felt Emily Kent would be the staff liaison to this Committee. 
 

V. Old Business 
Review Sports Advisory Applicants 
Janet reviewed the applications from Jerry Jones and Dan Mason.  After much discussion, the members agreed 
to submit Jerry’s app to the Board of Directors for approval at their next board meeting and to hold off on 
submitting the application from Dan Mason. 

 
VI. Committee Time 

Greg – Mentioned he attended the grand opening of the BMX track makeover at Eichler Park on Farmington.  
He was impressed with the athletic ability of the bike riders.  In attendance was the President of the Northwest 
Trails Alliance.  They funded the project.  Greg commented this is the only BMX track on the west side of the 
Portland metro area and is located in the right location within the District.  The south end of the track needs to be 
completed.  Greg would like to see this sport developed further. 
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In conjunction with this, Greg mentioned he read about bike obstacle courses being built within natural areas and 
nature parks where users are sensitive to the environment. 
 
Greg – Visited the skate park in Reedsport near Coos Bay.  It is approximately the size of a city block and is 
very well attended. 
 
Carrie – Brought back the idea we had discussed some time ago about patrons and users donating money to 
the family assistance program at registration.  Greg mentioned he had discussed this with Doug Menke a few 
weeks ago.  93% of all registrations are completed online and hopefully during the next registration cycle, 
patrons and users will be able to donate online when they register.   
 
Carrie – Asked why tennis players had to pay to play on the outdoor courts at the HMT Complex.  Julie 
answered Tennis is structured differently than the other drop-in sports.  Greg added the cost recovery for Tennis 
is 100%. 
 
Janet – Registered a complaint about a gym staff male employee who was not enthusiastic about helping her 
figure out what was wrong with the electronic scoreboard at a volleyball match.  She felt a good customer 
service attitude was missing.  Julie mentioned some personnel changes had already been made. 
 
Janet – Asked Scott for confirmation on what funds the SAC was contributing to the PCC restroom project.  He 
answered $50,000 came from Competitive Challenge Grant funding, $7,500 from the SAC matched by $7,500 in 
District funds plus the $35,000 grant.  No additional matching funds would be available until July 1, 2012.  Janet 
reminded the members we have $25,500 remaining after the restroom funding is deducted.  
 
Janet – Wanted to continue the discussion on offering a second women’s volleyball season.  Julie had already 
talked to Leslie Mundt, the Program Coordinator, and they will research court time in spring.  Julie added they 
had discussed offering a summer season of grass volleyball at the HMT Complex, but a place to play could not 
be found. 
 
Janet – Asked if the District received requests for a flag football league.  Julie answered there is some interest 
and discussions continue. 
 
Janet – Asked if foul line fences could be extended on the softball fields on the HMT Complex.  The fences 
currently extend to the dirt and for various reasons; the softball community would like extensions.  Scott 
answered Jon Campbell has been researching standards for all ball fields and according to the standards, the 
fence line should extend farther than it does now on the softball fields.  Janet felt it is a safety issue keeping the 
spectators safe from overthrows.  Scott added a 6’ fence was the desired height.   
 
Janet asked how feasible it is to complete this project.  If a new standard is in place, all new fields would follow 
the new guideline.  In addition, Scott said fence extensions like these would be done whenever any type of 
replacement work would be done to the fields to bring existing fields up to the new standard.  Scott added 
backstop replacement work is scheduled in the next year or two and at that time, fence extension work could be 
done.   
 
Janet – Asked if this Committee was going to change our meeting start time permanently to 5:30 p.m.  The 
consensus was we would. 
 
Janet – Asked for a donation to the Park Foundation.  This is viewed as an annual gift from the SAC.   
 
Motion: Greg moved the Sports Advisory Committee donate $1,000 to the Tualatin Hills Park Foundation.  
Carrie seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   
 
After further discussion … 
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Motion: Greg moved the Sports Advisory Committee donate an additional $1,000 as a match to the 
Tualatin Hills Park Foundation if the Park Foundation can raise $1,000 from a new source, either 
personal or corporate, that has never donated previously.  Carrie seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 
 
Carrie asked if any of the other Advisory Committees donated to the Park Foundation.  Janet answered no, not 
that she knows of.  Scott asked if the donation from a “new source” would include the $5,000 expected from the 
Timbers organization.  Greg answered he would accept that as a match. 
 
Janet – Complimented April Hammel on her work with the Baseball/Softball Steering Committee.  Janet feels 
she is knowledgeable, organized and focused at the meetings and responsive to emails. 
 
Janet – Asked Scott to remind her why Rob Combs and Becky Dawson were listed as members-at-large on the 
BSSC roster.  Scott answered because besides being ASA, they have another rep from Aloha and only one rep 
for each affiliated group was allowed on the Committee.  Scott added under the current bylaws, members-at-
large do not have voting power in the absence of the affiliated group rep.    
 
Scott – Last month Scott presented the ethics update report and discussed it with the members.  Now he is 
asking if this Committee wanted Keith Hobson to make a presentation on ethics.  Keith will do so upon request to 
all the Advisory Committees.  After discussion, the members decided if they had questions, they would contact 
Keith directly instead of having him make a presentation at a meeting.   
 
Scott – Gave a brief update on the Community Sports Delivery Task Force.  Scott will reconvene the task force 
members to review the documents before presentation to the Sports Advisory Committee.  After approval, the 
District will begin processing with the affiliated groups. 
 

VII. Next Meeting will be held on Thursday, November 17, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. in the Athletic Center conference 
room. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Janet Allison  
 


