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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Trails Advisory Committee Meeting 

Date: March 20, 2012 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Location: Elsie Stuhr Center, Dogwood Room, Beaverton, Oregon 
 
In Attendance 

Committee Members: Chair Tom Hjort, Vice Chair John Gruher, Recording Secretary 
Bernadette Le, Joe Barcott, Jim Parsons, Mary O'Donnell, Brian 
Walker (Beaverton Bicycle Advisory Committee) 

Ex-Officio Committee Members Present: Joy Chang (Washington County); Kevin O’Donnell (CPO 7) 
Visitors:  Lynn Thorsen (Fanno Creek Advisory Committee); Nathalie Darcy 

(Fanno Creek Advisory Committee); Terry Moore (Fanno Creek 
Advisory Committee); Calin Gherghe (North Bethany Resident) 

THPRD Staff Present: Steve Gulgren, Deb Fife 
Absent: Barbara Sonniksen, Kevin Apperson 

 
I. Welcome 

Chair Tom Hjort called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
   
II. Introduction of Guests/Visitors  

Everyone present introduced themselves. 
 

III.  Approval of February Meeting Minutes and Volunteer Hours for February 
MOTION made (Joe) and seconded (John) for approval of February meeting minutes.  Unanimous vote to 
approve. Steve passed the volunteer hours sheet around and each member recorded their March hours. 

   
IV. Announcements 

A. Bob Vanderbeck has resigned from the Trails Advisory Committee. 
B. Steve has reviewed the Board’s calendar and the TAC will not present our annual report until at least 

August, unless something changes. 
C. Steve also checked the availability of the Jenkins Estate for the yearly picnic. It is available on July 17th. 

The Committee agreed that this is a good date to hold the picnic. 
 

V. Sunday Trailways Event Update 
Deb Fife distributed a new flier for the Sunday Trailways event (June 24th 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.). She gave a brief 
presentation reviewing the purpose of the event and the activities that will be held. Deb has met with certified 
volunteers and emergency responders that will assist users where they must travel along roads and other 
volunteers that will help within the parks to ensure all users enjoy their experience. They have also discussed 
making the path a one-way route in locations where the trail is narrow and near the activity sites. The staff will be 
submitting a final list of activity centers tomorrow. All of the activity sites will be located off of the trail to minimize 
interference with trail traffic.  If the Committee or individuals on the Committee wanted to help volunteer on the 
event, we should contact Melissa Marcum, THPRD staff.  
 
Nathalie Darcy asked if area merchants or the Friends of Fanno Creek have been contacted to participate in the 
event. Deb stated that some merchants have, but funding to plan this event is limited. Nathalie will email Deb a 
contact for Friends of Fanno Creek. Brian Walker asked if there is a minimum age for volunteers. Deb stated that 
all on-street volunteers should be 18 years or older but that high school aged volunteers may be welcomed at 
some of the activity centers.   
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Deb met with a representative of  Hillsboro Park and Recreation Department and they are planning an event 
similar to Portland’s Sunday Parkways in 2013. 
 

VI. Cycling into Spring Event 
During the January meeting, the TAC discussed holding the Cycling into Spring Event in coordination with the 
Sunday Trailways Event. The TAC further discussed holding these two events together and decided that the trail 
would likely be very busy on this day and not ideal. There is some concern that organizing the Cycling into 
Spring may be challenging for THPRD staff (estimated 40 hours of work for staff) in addition to planning the 
Sunday Trailways. Bruce Barbarasch proposed that the Committee let this ride pass this year. The Committee 
agreed that the Cycling into Spring Event will be skipped this year and will be revisited next year. 

 
VII. Use of BES funds for Fanno Creek Trail 

In June 2010, the Committee was asked to consider options for how a portion of BES funds could be used along 
Fanno Creek Trail. Three options were submitted by the TAC and the first priority option (exercise equipment) 
was chosen by the selection committee. The TAC reaffirmed the list of three recommendations in the October 
18, 2011 meeting.  
 
Terry Moore (Fanno Creek Advisory Committee) discussed the history of the working group and their 
discussions related to the potential use of the BES funds. The working group is concerned that there is minimal 
community interest in exercise equipment along the trail. Prior to the TAC’s March meeting, the working group 
sent a letter documenting six other ideas for use of the BES funds. Terry stated that the working group is very 
interested in using the TAC recommended funds for exercise equipment to fund the first item on the list 
(replanting/restoring vegetation along the trail from 81st to 86th) but that the list was developed to include a 
variety of options.  
 
The Committee asked questions regarding whose responsibility it is for replanting if the original plantings are 
inadequate to deal with water erosion and the effectiveness of using the funds ($20,000) on large scale projects. 
It was also expressed that some of the items may be THPRD’s role (trail maintenance, erosion) or still BES’s 
responsibility (replanting). Steve explained that the District has a deferred maintenance list and it could include 
many of the items, but the list is long and the District is not always able to complete the list due to budget 
constraints. The committee expressed concern that some of the items may have a longer time frame than the 
funding would allow for and expressed an interest in using the funding for a scalable project. 
 
Nathalie offered to report back to the Committee about the community’s interest as expressed at the April 21st 
public meeting.  
 
MOTION made (John) and seconded (Mary) to table this topic until a more specific proposal is made. MOTION 
amended (John) and seconded (Mary) to also add this topic to the TAC agenda each month. Unanimous vote to 
approve. 
 

VIII. Fanno Creek Trail Standards and Guidelines 
Tom explained that the working group has discussed a vision statement and guidelines for the trail between 92nd 
and the Garden Home Recreation Center. The working group recognizes that it is a regional trail and that it 
should have a shoulder but they want the shoulder to have herbaceous plants instead of gravel. The working 
group feels that these plantings will keep the trails previous vegetated character. During the working group 
meetings, Tom presented the justifications for the trail standards in the THPRD Trails Plan. He stated that the 
plan has specific guidelines for this level of trail to ensure the safety of the trail and to meet federal and state 
standards. This trail could have a lot of traffic along it and the standards ensure that federal and state funding 
can be used. During the working group meeting, Tom has taken exception with this component of the vision 
statement. 
 
The Committee discussed the process for deviating from a standard and when the shoulders could be 
constructed, as they are not currently present along the trail. Steve stated that the Board would have to decide to 
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deviate from the standard and that he could only conceive of the shoulders being added if they went to repave 
the trail.   
 
MOTION made (John) and seconded (Mary) to support Tom’s current position of taking exception with the 
shoulder component of the vision statement. Unanimous vote to approve. 

 
IX. Use of Challenge Grant Funds 

Since the February meeting, the Natural Resources Department purchased the three trail counters at a total cost 
of $1,820. 
 
The Committee previously discussed using the Challenge Grant funds for a bench and trash can along the new 
section of the Fanno Creek Trail. Steve looked at putting it just outside of the Fanno Creek Trail project area on 
City of Beaverton operations property near the intersection of the new/old trail. The bench and trash can will cost 
$2,000. THPRD would install at no cost. 
 
Steve also proposed a new idea for the use of funds. The District was looking at purchasing a lawn mower 
attachment, called a Tasmanian Slasher, to mow the blackberries along trail corridor. Unfortunately, this item 
was cut from the budget. Steve asked the Committee to consider covering with half of the cost ($2,200 from the 
Committee). 
 
MOTION made (John) and seconded (Joe) to use $2,000 of the Challenge Grant Funds for a bench and trash 
can and to use $2,200 for the Tasmanian Slasher. Unanimous vote to approve. 

 

X. Westside Regional Trail Master Plan Committee Report 
No activity on the Westside Regional Trail Master Plan Committee since the last TAC meeting. A new meeting 
will be held on April 26th 6-8 at the HMT Complex. 

 

XI. Update: 2012 Committee Calendar 
Tom distributed an updated calendar to the TAC. An additional update to the calendar will include moving the 
Annual Report to the Board from April until at least August. Jim will confirm the date for Stephanie Roth’s 
presentation. Tom encouraged the Committee members to continue thinking about other potential presenters for 
the monthly TAC meetings. 

 

XII. Location of Future Trails Committee Meetings 
The Committee discussed the burden of each member to move the meeting to the Fanno Creek Service Center. 
The TAC members agreed that there would be minimal burden and that they liked the room. 
 
MOTION made (Mary) and seconded (John) to move the meeting to the Fanno Creek Service Center. 
Unanimous vote to approve. 

 

XIII. Staff Update on Trails Projects 
A. Fanno Creek Trail – THPRD is still working on a list of small project close-out items. The plantings and 

reconstruction of a portion of the trail are completed. Some streambank work will happen in the summer. 
The streambank project will have little to no effect on trail use. Jim asked about streambank issues along 
the trail between Denny and Hall Boulevard. Steve said that THPRD staff is talking about it. 

B. Bond Measure Trails Update 
i. Westside Trail – THPRD is trying to get this project (three segments) out to bid by June and is 

hoping to start construction in July. They are currently working through permitting issues and 
agency approval. The goal is to get the project to the Board by June 4th or 18th. 

ii. Waterhouse Trail – This project will miss the June Board approval. The goal is to get approval 
later in summer and begin construction in the fall. This delay may push construction later. 

iii. Rock Creek/North Bethany – The hearings officer ruled in favor of Mr. Gherghe. The Board 
rejected all the bids for the project (three segments had been packaged together). THPRD staff will 
repackage Rock Creek segments 2 and 5 and get those out to bid quickly. The goal is to get it to 
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Board approval on those segments June 4th and begin construction in the summer. The North 
Bethany segment will have to be redesigned and go through Land Use approval again. 
Construction will not begin until at least summer 2013. 

C. MTIP Funding 
i. Fanno Creek Trail/Hall Boulevard Feasibility Study – An Open House occurred on March 1st. 

Many community members expressed concerns with the cost of both options. THPRD Board 
members have also expressed differing views of the project. THPRD needs to regroup to 
determine the future course of this project. 

ii. Westside Trail Segment #18 – The project kick off was held today. Construction will occur in 
2014/2015. 

 
XIV. Partner Jurisdiction Updates 

A. Washington County – Washington County received 700 comments on the Bicycle/Pedestrian Prioritization 
Project. The County will now prepare alternative scenarios and will seek public input on those scenarios. 
There is a link on their website to subscribe to receive project updates. The Washington County 
Transportation System Plan Citizen Advisory Committee meeting was held March 19th. 

B. Beaverton Bicycle Advisory Committee – Washington County presented the Bicycle/Pedestrian Toolkit at 
the last meeting. The Major Streets Transportation Improvement Program (MSTIP) is on the Committee’s 
agenda.  

C. City of Beaverton – No report because no representative present. 
D. Beaverton School District – No report because no representative present. 
E. Metro - No report because no representative present. 

 
XV. Next Meeting will be held on April 17, 2012, 7:00pm at the Fanno Creek Service Center 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bernadette Le 
Recording Secretary  
 


