
Page 1 of 2 

Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Recreation Advisory Committee Meeting 

Date: March 21, 2012 
Time: 7:00 PM 

Location: Conestoga Recreation & Aquatic Center 
 
In Attendance 

Committee Members: Paige Dickson, Adam Bless, Leslie Coefield, Sarah Yahna, Sharon 
Peters 

 Absent: Deanna Draper; Alaka Sarangdhar  
 Staff: Eric Owens 
 
I. Call to Order 

Paige called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
   
II. Approval of Minutes 

Minutes were reviewed and unanimously approved. 
  
III.  Financial Report  

N/A 
 

IV. Old Business 
15-Passenger Vans: Mark Hokkanen, Risk & Contract Manager for the Park District, addressed Committee 
questions on the safety of 15-passenger vans.  The District has used 15-passenger vans for about 12 years.  In 
2001, concerns began to emerge nationwide over rollover incidents involving 15-passenger vans.  Most of the 
incidents involved vans carrying a full load of adults, with cargo on the top.  The District determined that the 
major contributors were improper loading and driver error.  The District instituted a 15-passenger van specific 
driver training program and a 30-mile radius limit.  The District reasoned that there were very few places less 
than 30 miles away that would require highway travel, although field trips to OMSI are an exception to this.  The 
District’s policy is to only use the 15-passenger vans to pick up children from local schools.  Local traffic on local 
access roads will naturally mean lower speeds. 
 
The District also has a general driver training program that is mandatory for all employees, and training specific 
to the 15-passenger vans.  In terms of ownership, the 15-passenger vans remain the least expensive option.  
The District owns six of them and leases four more from the State.  The vans used by the District have 
stabilization control.  Mark concluded that the District has done what it can in terms of training and policies.  He 
also noted that the manufacturers have stopped making 12-passenger vans. 
 
Sarah requested more specific information on the training programs.  Part of the training is an online video.  
Mark will follow up with that information. 
 
Capital Requests: Garden Home withdrew its request for the camera.  Also, Garden Home found an alternate 
way of soundproofing, and no longer requests funding for soundproofing.  Cedar Hills is moving forward with its 
purchase of audio equipment.  The Committee still has $2,425 left for other improvements.  We could use ideas 
from the Centers or from our own contacts.  There was a suggestion to ask the instructors for “wish list” ideas.  
Adam suggested that for instructors who are required to have certifications, it would be nice to help pay for those 
certifications.  Eric stated that we are not able to use these funds to pay for certifications.  Sarah raised a 
concern about the post in the middle of the double doorway at the end of the breezeway at Garden Home and 
asked if there is some way to add padding so kids do not get hurt running into it. 
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V. New Business 
Request for military discount: The Park District has been approached with a request for a military discount for 
use of the weight rooms as well as classes.  The Park District currently has that type of discount for seniors.  The 
request had general support from the Committee.   Staff proposed an across the board 25% discount for all 
activities for all military personnel.  Adam wanted to know what the fiscal impact would be and what else would 
be cut in order to make room in the budget.  Eric stated that the fiscal impact is hard to gauge since we are 
unsure of the military population in our area.  Eric also said that nothing would be cut do to this at this time and 
would be treated just as the senior discount is administered.  Sarah moved that we support the weight room 
discount for veterans, retired personnel and those on active duty and reservists.  It would apply to frequent user 
passes, drop in weight room use gyms, and pools.  Sharon seconded and it passed unanimously. 
 
Presentation to the Board of Directors: Paige had a first draft of the proposed presentation, but was concerned 
that there is not much content.  She would like to postpone the presentation because some of the other 
Committees have been in action longer.  Sharon asked what is at stake for these presentations.  Eric explained 
the process and what is typically presented by the Committees.  It is mainly a time for the Committees to let the 
Board of Directors know what they have been up to.  The Committee decided to have Paige draft a letter (could 
be an email) to Management proposing a delay in the presentation.  
 
Summer Camps: The District has mailed out the summer camp activity guides, so Committee members will 
receive them soon.  The Committee members will review the guides and look for holes in the program or 
suggestions for improvement. 
 

VI. Other 
N/A 
 

VII. Next Meeting will be held on April 18th at 7:00 PM. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Adam Bless 
Recording Secretary  
 


