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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Trails Advisory Committee Meeting 

Date: November 20, 2012 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Location: Sequoia Room, Fanno Creek Service Center, Beaverton, Oregon 
 
In Attendance 
 Committee Members: Chair Tom Hjort, Vice Chair John Gruher, Recording Secretary 

Bernadette Le, Mary O'Donnell, Kevin O’Donnell 
 Ex-Officio Committee Members Present: Joy Chang (Washington County), Margaret Middleton (City of 

Beaverton), Mary Elizabeth Smith (Beaverton Bicycle Advisory 
Committee) 

 THPRD Staff: Steve Gulgren 
 Visitors: Calin Gherghe (North Bethany Resident) 
 Absent:  Kevin Apperson, Joe Barcott 
 
I. Welcome 

Chair Tom Hjort called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

II. Introduction of Guests/Visitors 
Everyone present introduced themselves. 
 

III.  Approval of October Meeting Minutes and Volunteer Hours for October  
MOTION made (John) and seconded (Kevin) for approval of the October meeting minutes with the revision 
presented by Joy. Unanimous vote in favor of the motion. The volunteer hours sheet was passed around 
and each member recorded their October hours. 
 

IV. Announcements 
Alan Schmidt has asked that his presentation be postponed until January 2013.  
 
Bernadette Le announced that, due to personal reasons, she will not look to renew the Secretary position at 
the January meeting. She looks forward to ongoing participation in the TAC and will complete the December 
and January meeting minutes.  
 
Steve distributed a flier regarding THPRD’s development of a Resource Allocation and Cost Recovery 
Philosophy, Model and Policy as part of the Comprehensive Plan Update. THPRD will be hosting three 
workshops in December as part of this process. 
 
A neighborhood meeting will be held for the Westside Trail Segment 18 on December 12 6-8 p.m. at the 
HMT Complex. 
 

V. Nature Park Westside to Waterhouse Trail Connection 
The trail connection project was approved by the THPRD Board. At the meeting, staff explained the benefits 
of the project to the Board. One Board member asked that if the commuters will most likely take this route 
instead of through the Nature Park, should the District still allow cyclists to use the trails through the park. 
Steve provided the TAC with white paper developed by Bruce Barbarasch (THPRD staff) about the pros and 
cons of restricting cyclists in the park. 
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The Committee members discussed the pros and cons presented in the white paper and how signage could 
be used to encourage usage of the new trail and courteous usage of the trails within the park. One 
Committee member that frequently uses the Nature Park stated that he has not noticed any conflicts 
between cyclists and pedestrians. A representative from the Beaverton Bicycle Advisory Committee stated 
that serious cyclists will find out about the new trail and will be very interested in using a route that is higher 
speed instead of the park trails. A community member asked if such a limit has been put on at other trails. 
Steve said such a restriction has only been placed on soft surface trails up until now.  
 
MOTION made (Kevin) and seconded (John) that THPRD continues to allow shared usage of the trails 
where it is currently allowed in the Nature Park. Unanimous vote in favor of the motion. 
 

VI. Fanno Creek Working Group 
MOTION made (Tom) and seconded (John) that pertaining to the allocation of BES funds along the Fanno 
Creek Trail, if the cost of signs is under the available $20,000 of BES funds, the remaining funds would be 
applied to supplemental plantings in locations where foliage is limited. Unanimous vote in favor of the 
motion. 

 
VII. Trails and Washington County TSP Update 

One of the TSP Community Advisory Committee members expressed concerns regarding considering 
recreational trails as transportation facilities as they may not meet cyclists’ needs seasonally, all times of the 
day, or may have other physical challenges (i.e., broken pavement, etc.). Joy stated that the benefit of 
classifying these bicycle facilities as transportation facilities is that the facilities may be eligible for more 
funding. The Committee discussed this concern and agreed that some trails may have seasonal or other 
challenges.  
 
With that said, the Committee supported some of the trail facilities being classified as transportation facilities 
as  

 people use them for transportation; 
 they follow specific design standards based on their classification in the Trails Master Plan and 

other City and County planning documents;  
 other transportation facilities, such as roads, may face seasonal, lighting, or maintenance issues; 

and  
 the Federal Government has acknowledged that certain facilities are transportation facilities by 

providing funding, although there may be gaps in the system or challenging areas. 
 
The Committee also discussed that if maintenance issues arise along a trail, the concerns should be 
addressed by the responsible agency. 

 
VIII. Westside Regional Trail Master Plan Committee Report 

Since the last TAC meeting, Metro hosted two open houses for this project. Quite a few Committee 
members attended the northern meeting. Close to 100 people attended the meeting held in the northern part 
of the project area. The TAC members that attended the meeting felt that it went really well. There were 
quite a few questions about the area where the trail in the north heads east. The Oak Hills Neighborhood 
Association expressed less concern at this meeting. There was also an Oregonian article following the 
meeting.  
 
The meeting in the southern part of the project area had about 20 people.  
 
The advisory committee will be meeting on December 6th. (This meeting was subsequently postponed to 
January 29, 2013.) Metro is trying to get STIP money to build a bridge across the Tualatin River to connect 
the trail in the south. 
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Kevin recommended that a THPRD representative with exhibits displaying existing segments be present at 
any future open house meetings. 
 

IX. Soft Surface Trails 
The two facilities discussed last month cannot be moved forward so the Committee is encouraged to 
continue to thinking about other soft surface trails. 
 

X. 2012 Committee Calendar – December Meeting 
The proposed date for the December meeting would be the 18th. Most of the Committee members can be 
present but Steve did not foresee any new business to be presented. The Committee agreed to have a 
more casual meeting and Mary will invite Wendy Kroger, immediate past Chair of the Trails Advisory 
Committee, to this meeting. 
 

XI. Staff Update on Trails Projects 
A. Bond Measure Trails Update 

i. Westside Trail – 
 Segment 1, 4 and 7 – Contract states that construction will be done by December 8th but it will 

not be completed in time.  
ii. Waterhouse Trail – The District is looking to get this project out to bid late winter/early spring. 

Construction will hopefully begin in late spring.  
iii. Rock Creek – Both segments paved. Working on the mid-block crossing in Kaiser Road.  
iv. Jordan Park Trail – Paving has been completed. The plantings and a handrail should be 

completed within a month and THPRD will move toward designating the trail as substantially 
complete. 

B. MTIP Funding 
i. Fanno Creek Trail/Hall Boulevard Feasibility Study – The project was appealed by a City resident 

so there has to be another public hearing. The meeting will be held with the City Council on 
December 11th at 6:30 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall. 

 
XII. Partner Jurisdiction Updates 

A. Washington County –   
i. Transportation Systems Plan – This project is still underway. 
ii. 2013 Work Program – This program identifies projects that the County will be doing next year. If 

there are changes a TAC member would like to see in the code, they should send a letter to Andy 
Back. 

iii. Bicycle and Pedestrian Prioritization Project – There will be a survey starting tomorrow where 
the community members can identify their top 5 priority gaps for bike lanes and top 5 priority gaps 
for sidewalks from a list developed by the County. 

B. Beaverton Bicycle Advisory Committee – The BBAC met a lot of their action plan goals, including 
partnering and attending more events. 

C. City of Beaverton – ODOT opened up the application process for the Federal Government money they 
receive to cities, counties, and regional governments. This funding includes $65 million statewide for 
enhancement projects. Margaret is submitting applications to cover construction funds for Crescent 
Connection project. The City was also accepted into the second stage of the TE/Oregon Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Program’s application process. They put in an intention to apply for the Crescent 
Connection construction funds and will now submit the application. 

D. Beaverton School District – No report because no representative present. 
E. Metro – No report because no representative present. 
 

XIII. Open Discussion 
Regional Trail Advocates Forum – about 20-22 people attended this meeting. The purpose of the meeting 
was to discuss if people are interested in developing a group that would monitor and advocate for trail 
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development throughout the region and decide how they will support each project. Local groups could seek 
out this group to gain further support for projects that the local groups are interested in. The Committee 
expressed interest in having someone from the Regional Trail Advocates forum and Metro present further 
information about this forum at a future TAC meeting. 
 
Kevin expressed an interest in discussing trail maintenance issues and the maintenance project 
identification process at a future meeting. He expressed that the Rock Creek Trail west of Kaiser and at 
other points in that northern area is in a rough condition (potholes and tree roots). The Committee members 
agreed that this would be an interesting agenda item. 
 

XIV. Next Meeting will be held on December 18, 2012 at 7:00 pm at the Fanno Creek Service Center. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bernadette Le 
Recording Secretary 
 


