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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Trails Advisory Committee Meeting 

Date: January 15, 2013 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Location: Sequoia Room, Fanno Creek Service Center, Beaverton, Oregon 
 
In Attendance 
 Committee Members: Chair Tom Hjort, Vice Chair John Gruher, Recording Secretary 

Bernadette Le, Kevin O’Donnell, Kevin Apperson, Joe Barcott, 
Richard Walker (BBAC) 

 Absent Members: Mary O’Donnell 
 Ex-Officio Committee Members Present: Joy Chang (Washington County)  
 THPRD Staff:  Steve Gulgren 
 Visitors:  Calin Gherghe (North Bethany Resident), Allan Schmidt 

(Portland Parks and Recreation) 
 
I. Welcome 

Chair Tom Hjort called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

II. Introduction of Guests/Visitors 
Everyone present introduced themselves. 
 

III.  Approval of December Meeting Minutes and Volunteer Hours for December  
MOTION made (Joe) and seconded (John) for approval of the December meeting minutes with the revision 
presented by the Tom. Unanimous vote in favor of the motion. The volunteer hours sheet was passed 
around and each member recorded their December hours. 
 

IV. Announcements 
Tom added a discussion of the Trails Report in the Summer Activity Guide to the January agenda. 
 
In December, Tom wrote the letter regarding the North Bethany Trail and distributed it to the Committee for 
review.  The Committee members reviewed the letter and provided a few comments.  The final letter was 
sent onto the District to include in the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department grant application.  During 
the meeting one Committee member brought up a concern regarding the pedestrian crossing from the end 
of the trail to the PCC Rock Creek Campus and the THPRD Recreation Facility.  As the crossing is outside 
of the District’s jurisdiction, the Committee member discussed the concerns further with Joy Chang of 
Washington County. 
 
The TAC has been asked to make a presentation to the Board on March 4th. Typically the TAC Chair does 
the presentation and a few members may attend. 
 
John and Joe’s appointments are up in February.  If they wish to continue participating on the Committee, 
they will submit their application forms prior to the March Board meeting.  Their applications will then be 
discussed and approved by the Board prior to the March TAC meeting. 
 

V. Red Electric Trail Update 
The planned Red Electric Trail will travel east-west through SW Portland.  The trail will travel along part of 
the old Red Electric commuter train right-of-way.  These right-of-way segments were abandoned, and have 
not been developed, thus are an ideal location for the trail.  The trail was planned to be 12 feet wide plus 
shoulders, but the City is looking at increasing the trail width and decreasing the shoulder width.  The 
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increase is because the City has experienced challenges with other commuter trails that are only 12 feet 
wide. 
 
The eastern end of the current Fanno Creek Trail is quite a distance from the west end of the Red Electric.  
There is a proposed off-street connection between the two trails but, at this time, no funding has been 
identified for this connection.  This connection will likely become a higher priority when City of Portland 
builds the trail to the THPRD border.  
 
The Red Electric Trail alignment is mostly on public right of way.  The adopted plan (2007) includes many 
spurs but they are focusing on the main trail alignment.  They have bought property for the alignment and 
are continuing negotiations in a few locations.  The Parks Bureau is working hard with the Transportation 
Bureau to make sure the bike infrastructure works well where the trail will run along the streets. 
 
One large upcoming project is a new bike-ped bridge where Capital Highway meets Bertha.  The new bridge 
will cross over PBOT land and connecting up to Capital Highway (estimated cost $2 M).  The project is 
currently in the design phase and will likely be built starting at the end of this year and into next year.  
 
The Red Electric Trail will connect with the north-south trail that the City of Portland is working on from the 
Sellwood Bridge to the new TriMet/bike/ped bridge.  They have finished a plan for Willamette Park that 
includes major bike-ped improvements within the park.  This plan will be going to City Council soon.  They 
are also working on the greenway south from Willamette Park to the Sellwood Park. 
 
The TAC Committee members asked Allan a few questions at the conclusion of his presentation: 

 What is the timeframe for the entire Red Electric project? 
o Although Allan did not have an exact timeframe, he said that it would likely be 15 or more 

years.  
 How much was complete?   

o He was not sure but said that once a few of the major projects are done it should move 
the rest of the project forward. 

 Do you have a bond for trails?   
o We had a bond but this money will be used to bring the Portland Parks and Recreation 

capital service level back up (they have had lots of cuts).  Also much of the City 
population is moving east so park projects need to happen out there.  Since the Red 
Electric Trail has been on the books for a while, they will be working on it in the upcoming 
years. 

 
VI. Staff Update on Trails Projects 

A. Bond Measure Trails Update 
i. N Bethany Trail 

 THPRD will be moving forward with planning Segment 2 again. 
o Staff will meet with Calin 22nd 25th to discuss the trail.  
o A public meeting will be held on January 31 at the Bethany Presbyterian 

Church. 
 The District will be presenting two alignments – an eastern and a western 

alignment. 
 The community has expressed some concerns related to safety and code so 

staff will be working diligently to address these concerns. 
ii. Westside Trail – 

 Segments 1, 4, and 7 – The District met with the contractor to address concerns 
centering on the substantial delay in completing construction.  The contractor has 
hired an experienced scheduler and promised to add more construction crews to 
the project.  However, it is now likely that construction will not be finished until 
summer, 2013.  The District and contractor are working on a contract 
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modification.  Construction has been halted until this modification is finalized.  If, 
in the future, the contractor fails to comply with the contract, the District may 
terminate the contract and retain another contractor to complete construction.  
However, such action would increase overall cost of the project and will be 
avoided, if possible. 

iii. Rock Creek Trail – There are still a few deficiency items. The lights at 185th are done but 
striping needs to be complete.  Once striping is done, the lights will be turned on. 

iv. Jordan Woods – The trail is pretty much complete but the contractor needs to complete 
the hand rails before they can open it to the public. 

B. MTIP Funding 
 Westside Segment 18 – THPRD hosted a public meeting and is working with 

the consultant to address design concerns related to the wetland crossing.  
THPRD will bring the plan to the Board on February 11th for Master Plan 
approval. 

C. Fanno Creek Trail/Hall Boulevard Feasibility Study – The appeal went before the City Council 
and it was denied.  THPRD will likely start the design in a month or so as grant money becomes 
available.  Steve is hoping to put in a request for construction funding into next year’s budget. 
THPRD’s budget year begins in July. 

D. Waterhouse Trail – THPRD’s goal is to get this project out to bid this Spring and finish 
construction by next year. 

 
VII. Partner Jurisdiction Updates 

A. Washington County –   
i. Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvement Prioritization Project – Joy distributed the Top 45 

Bike Lane Gaps and the Top 45 Sidewalk Gaps.  They have also identified the top 15 but 
have not released this list yet.  The prioritization process included the voting as well as a 
few other criteria.  Further analysis will be conducted on the top 15 so that when funding 
arises they will have some basic research completed. 

ii. TSP – The TSP update process is about halfway through.  The project manager would 
like to attend the TAC’s May meeting to provide an update of the project.  

iii. The Aloha-Reedville Plan – This project is about halfway complete.  A public meeting will 
be held on March 5th at Aloha High School. 

iv. County Work Program – In February there will be an opportunity to suggest additions to 
the work program. 

B. Beaverton Bicycle Advisory Committee – The BBAC elected their new officers at their last meeting 
and have four new members on the committee.  In the past BBAC members attended the TAC 
meeting on a rotation basis.  The BBAC is talking about changing this arrangement and will let the 
TAC know of any changes. 

C. City of Beaverton – The City of Beaverton has applied for grant funds for construction funds for the 
Crescent Trail Connection.  They will hear back about the funding in the Spring. 

D. Beaverton School District – No report because no representative present. 
E. Metro – No report because no representative present. 

 
VIII. Proposal to Rename Westside Trail 

According to Joy, some people have expressed concern that the name is: 
 too Portland-centric; 
 doesn’t identify a location or destination 
 could be used as an opportunity to obtain corporate funding, especially for a large project such as 

a bridge.  
(Metro’s Robert Spurlock was part of the discussion.) 
 
Steve reviewed how the Westside Trail was renamed from the “Powerline Trail” and that the current name 
did not have a lot of process behind it.   
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Our Committee will discuss the topic in the next meeting.  Robert Spurlock will be invited to this meeting.  
The THPRD Board would have to approve the new trail name.  The District just updated their policy to allow 
for corporate naming of sites.  Kevin recommended that if the trail name is renamed that it be done after the 
current planning process is completed so that minimal re-education is needed.  
 

IX. Westside Trail Master Plan Committee Report 
The next Committee meeting is at the end of this month.  Joe will be out of town so he will not be able to 
attend.  Kevin, Joy and Steve will be at the meeting and Kevin offered to represent the TAC in addition to 
representing CPO7. 
 

X. February Election of Trails Committee Officers 
The Chair, Vice-Chair, and Recording Secretary positions will be up for election at the next meeting. 
Individuals can put their names forward at that meeting. 
 
Steve is still working on getting an advertisement about the Committee on the THPRD website.  John will 
also include an advertisement in the Activities Guide. 
 

XI. Open Discussion 
The TAC gets a one page article about trails in the Activities Guide.  In the past, John has focused on 
informing the public about trails within the District instead of writing about internal Committee discussions.  
 
The Committee came up with the following ideas for future Activities Guides: 

 Profile of Committee members  
 Explanation of what the Committee does 
 Explanation about why the BBAC is included in the committee.  Events the BBAC is planning. 
 Highlight new trails and mid-block crossings that are open within the last year. 

 
The Committee agreed that describing the new trails that were open this spring/summer would be a good 
idea for the Summer Activity Guide and to use some of these other topics in future guides. 
 
The Committee also discussed a few possible future meeting topics, including:  

 Trail Maintenance – Tom could invite a member of Maintenance and/or Bruce Barbarasch to come 
to the meeting. 

 Board’s Expectation of the Committee  
 New members 
 Connections between Hillsboro’s trails and the THPRD network (i.e., Rock Creek Trail Connection, 

etc.) 
 How to use this year’s Challenge Grant  

 
A Committee member also asked if the TAC members could get volunteer badges (as seen on the Natural 
Resources Committee members at the December meeting) for public meetings.  The TAC had discussed a 
desire to clearly identify ourselves as TAC members at public meetings during a previous TAC meeting. 
Steve said we could use our Challenge Grant but the TAC will discuss this topic further at another meeting. 
 

XII. Next Meeting will be held on February 19, 2013 at 7:00 pm at the Fanno Creek Service Center. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bernadette Le 
Recording Secretary 


