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b. Update on NRFP 
Bruce reported that there is a new deadline for completing the NRFP, early November 2014, to 
be ready for the THPRD board meeting. Work on the plan will be split between staff and 
consultants. Staff members are well-positioned to write much of the plan, but the consultants 
bring outside perspective and research-based background to plan. The working group will be 
reconvened (Matthew is NRAC representative) in the spring and again in the summer. There 
will be public input (via Survey Monkey-type online survey) to gather comments and 
suggestions from district residents, volunteers, community groups, etc. 
Cory: Concerned about public input overriding science; what if public demands access to all 
natural areas?  

Bruce: As a public agency, it is appropriate that THPRD solicits public input early in the 
process. 

Matthew: NRFP should provide framework for managing public access, not facilitating it.  
Bruce: NRFP will do that. 

 
V. New Business 

a. View from Bruce’s office. Bruce regaled the committee with tales of beavers in the district and the 
attitudes and management challenges they engender. Beavers are one animal that seems to be 
doing well in developed areas. Most beavers in the district construct bank dens, though there are a 
couple of lodges. The longest dam is at C.E. Mason Wetlands, beside Highway 217. Beavers are 
an important manipulator of habitat, but they also create problems, including chewing on fences, 
felling trees on structures, causing flooding on neighboring property, and undermining trails. 
Despite public opinion, THPRD does not own the beavers, nor is it responsible for any damage. 
The district does do good-neighbor repairs to fences, etc. Beavers are a growing management 
issue. The board says no lethal measures will be taken against them. Looking ahead, a consultant 
will be brought in to advise on management. 

 
b. Southside Natural Resource & Trail Management. The floor was given to John Gaddis, Natural 

Resources & Trails Specialist, responsible for the southern part of the district. John gave the 
committee an entertaining “Day in the Life” presentation that covered the range of activities and 
issues typically encountered. These include wildlife management, social management (neighbor 
complains about skunks, etc.), patron safety, encroachment into parks, volunteers, staff and project 
management, and various natural resources projects (weed control, tree planting, peer-group 
tours, monitoring). 

The ensuing discussion focused on using volunteers to monitor activities and the acceptance 
of volunteer-derived data. This broadened into a conversation about citizen science and how 
monitoring protocols are developed. 

 
VI. Other 

None. 
 

VII. Next Meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 18, at 6:30 p.m. at the Fanno Creek Service Center. 
 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Matthew Shepherd 
Recording Secretary  


