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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 

 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Natural Resources Advisory Committee Meeting 
Date: January 25, 2011 

Time: 6:30 pm 
Location: Stuhr Center 

 
In Attendance 

Committee Members: Rod Coles, Eric Lindstrom, Matthew Shepherd, Mitch Cruzan, Cory 
Samia 

 Staff: Kristin Atman 
 Guests: Priscilla Christenson, Patrick Caldwell 
 
I. Call to Order 
 The meeting was called to order at 6:32 pm by Rod. 
   
II. Approval of Minutes 

Move to approve: Mitch 
Second: Eric 
Motion approved unanimously. 

  
III.  Financial Report  

None. 
   
IV. Old Business 
  None. 
   
V. New Business 

Vista Brook Park Bond Project Patty Freeman 
Patty uses maps to orient the Committee members; explains access routes to the property; notes pond that is on 
the NE corner of the property. Park plan shows current details such as parking, amenities, existing facilities, 
location of immediate neighbors, etc.  

 
Two design options for the park are presented. Both have some additional parking, tennis courts and a 
community garden. Key differences: Option 1 features a basketball court; Option 2 features a boardwalk viewing 
deck on the pond and a few more parking spaces. 

 
An interesting feature of the property is the presence of several sequoia. 

 
Cory requests finding out if a Project Summary sheet covering the plan is available. Would also like to see the 
priority matrix that details developmental priorities. 

 
Patrick notes that a basketball court on Plan 1 comes at the cost of parking places. Asks if that is necessary? 
Patty responds that she’s not sure. It will take input from the community to resolve.  

 
Opinions: 
Matthew – Wants to know more about the play area. Patty suggests it be unique and respond to the natural and 
cultural heritage area. Eric suggests the playground at Tualatin Park as an example. 
Cory – Wants more information, such as the Project Summary sheet. 
Rod – Notes need to protect/enhance vegetation. Supports idea of increasing natural resources at the site. 
Mitch – Look for opportunities for inclusion of nature education items. 
Eric – Happy to see more emphasis on the natural resources aspect. 
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AM Kennedy Park Bond Project Planning Staff 
David provides an overview of the site including pathway for Hall Creek; site features a significant stand of firs, a 
basketball court, and dilapidated play area. Park entrance is on 99th Street. Site is on the City’s list of bike 
corridors. Classified as a neighborhood park but tending toward a community park designation. A sports field 
was promised for the site. The plan is well along and some site preparation has already taken place.  
 
The plan shown tonight is the “preferred” version; a public meeting next Tuesday, February 1. There are 605 
trees on the site. Laminated root rot exists on the site and has done damage to the forested area. Many invasive 
trees on the site including non-native hawthorns. In addition to the sports area the site includes pathways moved 
out of the forest. The old path will be removed. Play structure moves up closer to the street. There will also be a 
shelter. 
 
THPRD will remove 90 trees from the site, a third of which are invasives and another third are in poor condition. 
Mitigation and a Type II tree permit will be required. Native grasses will be used on the sports field, which 
includes a backstop. A minimum amount of fencing will be used. Field is multipurpose including baseball, soccer, 
lacrosse and football. Site includes a community garden and additional street parking. 
 
Opinions: 
Eric – Remove the second trail 
Cory – Question about the second trail?  
Mitch – Supports the trail. Wishes that the ball field was not being included at the expense of the trees. 
Matthew – On the fence about the trail, sees both perspectives. 
Rod – Question about a swale in the area – does it indicate a wetlands? David suggests it is a wet season 
drainage area. 
 
February Board Presentation Rod 
Rod presents a proposal for how we will submit to the board on February 7th. 
 
Matthew’s comments: 

Suggests moving paragraph from page four to page one 
Reverse slides three and two and maybe even break slide two into two slides 
On current slide 6 add something to the effect that “the stewardship activity gives the community an 
opportunity to connect more closely to the natural resources” (Eric will send this comment to Rob. 

 
Cory feels that in some ways she is the voice for the voiceless, in the sense that nature is not able to speak for 
itself. “The vision is broader,” e.g. there are areas that should never be accessible to the people.  
 
Eric moves that with the revisions suggested in the discussion in mind, we accept the presentation more or less 
as presented. 
Mitch seconds. 
Motion carried.  
 
Environmental Education Update  Kristin 
Internal meetings on the Education Strategic Plan have taken place; goals formed and focused on “connecting 
people with nature.” Kristin notes that this is a key aspect of the District’s mission. There is also a goal to meet 
revenue requirements for fee based programs. Documents in the draft stage and will be brought before this 
Committee.  
 
Other info: Highest fall registration compared to any previous year; revenue looking good; other focus is to 
increase education contact hours which means looking at increasing access or increasing time. Will add the 
Committee to the education newsletter (email) which comes out every six weeks or so. Looking for help to 
promote programs. Offering different day camps around the District. 
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Interview committee applicant: Patrick Caldwell 
Rob – Is interest prompted by academic background?  
Patrick – Membership might give him a chance to use that. 
Matthew – How well does Patrick know the District? 
Pat – Some familiarity but still learning. 
Matthew – What kind of volunteer work has he done? 
Patrick – Blackberry, ivy pulls, etc. 
Eric – Given what he’s witnessed tonight how does this line up with his preconceptions? 
Patrick – Likes the Committee’s outlook. 
Mitch – Notes that we’ve had some impact.  
Kristin – THPRD is still learning about the Committee as much as the Committee is learning about THPRD. 
Patrick – This is what he was looking for in the way of community involvement. 
Cory – Enthusiastic about the fact that research is being conducted on sites prior to their development. 
Patrick – Notes that information on the group is limited. 
Kristin – Did the information in Rod’s presentation help him gain a better understanding of the group? 
Patrick – Yes. Still not a lot of insight to the actual conduct of the group. 
Rob – Did Patrick receive an informational packet with his application? 
Patrick – Just an application. 
 
After candidate left, the Committee discussed his application. 
In the end, the Committee agreed to recommend Patrick’s application to the Board of Directors. 
 

VI. Other: Comments about Lowami Hart Woods 
Priscilla Christenson represents herself only; lives within 20 yards of Lowami Hart Woods; member of Friends of 
Johnson Creek. She wants to see LHW maintained in a natural state. Cites the efforts of some 200 people to 
keep the park that way. She alleges that documents to that effect were never reconciled with the plan. Says that 
the new plan (the one presented to the Committee) is an extensive alteration of the initial plan.  
“In essence what was put forward to (the Committee) was not the initial plan.”  She is here tonight to state that 
“the area does not deserve the development that is currently planned for it.” Has protested to the District’s Board 
formally. Encourages members of the Committee to visit the site and reconsider the majority opinion to support 
the plan that was presented to it. 
 
Entries above were read back to Priscilla and the Committee to insure that the essential portions of her 
commentary have been accurately recorded. She and Committee affirmed same.  
  

VII. Next Meeting will be held on February 22, 2011. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:20 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Eric Lindstrom 
Recording Secretary  
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