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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 

 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Natural Resources Advisory Committee Meeting 
Date: March 22, 2011 

Time: 6:30pm 
Location: Stuhr Center 

 
In Attendance 

Committee Members: Rod Coles, Mitch Cruzan, Cory Samia, Eric Lindstrom 
 Staff: Bruce Barbarasch, René Brucker, Julie Reilly 
 
Prior to commencement of the meeting Bruce handed out timesheets for the Committee members and asked them to log 
hours related to Committee work. This is to include individual and group field trips to THPRD locales. 
 
I. Call to Order 
 Made by Rod at 6:35 pm. 
   
II. Approval of Minutes 

Motion to approve – Eric 
Second – Matthew 
Discussion – None 
Approved unanimously 

  
III.  Financial Report  

None. 
   
IV. Old Business 
  None. 
   
V. New Business 

1. Pioneer Park Master Plan – Rod 
Note: After staff presentations there was 10 minutes of Committee discussion and then individual closing 
remarks. 
René Brucker (THPRD Planner) presents general details related to the park and the plan: 

• Just under 7 acre parcel. 
• Have discussed options with Clean Water Services. 
• Property very close to the Westside Trail site. 
• A portion of the uplands area is a mitigation site. 
• Notes that the site is “pretty wet” most of the year. 
• Site has amenities including some paved trails, basketball courts and playground area. 
• Site has had some issues in the past (graffiti, homeless folks). 
• Neighbors to the south taking some ownership for keeping an eye on the park. 
• Parking is an issue – a little on Meadow Drive and a little more on Pioneer Road. 
• Plan designed to limit the development enough to keep it from becoming a “destination” park. 
• Two concepts so far (see accompanying documents): 

o Concept I would make the smallest number of improvements. 
 Changes in playground equipment and focus driven by characteristics of the 

forested area involved - THPRD limited with regard to adding chip base in its 
current location, trees create clearance issues. 

o Concept 2 leaves a half court and requires moving the bridge further to the east. 
• First neighborhood meeting March 31 and a second one in May. 
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Julie Reilly ran through invasive plant issues 

• Standard invasive vegetation in abundance plus poison oak. 
• A few oaks and some conifers. 
• Need to balance neighbors’ desires for cleared out understory with desire to keep some shrubbery 

in place. 
 
Feedback 

• Eric lobbies for wetlands along the intermittent stream in the middle. 
• Mitch also focuses on this center section and would like to see more of a buffer of plants rather 

than grass. 
• Matthew focuses on the upper area and would like to see more grasslands – native grass in 

particular. 
• Cory would like to see the cross-over path (central loop) go away. 
• Rod comments about how the paved loop will probably be a plus for the neighbors. Asks what kind 

of feedback from neighbors might be coming? 
o Rene says there has not been much feedback from the web postings so far. 
o Not sure what to expect at the meeting. 

 
Motion – Cory moves to support the general plan 
Second – Mitch 
Unanimous support from rest of Committee. 

 
2. Willow Creek Nature Park (soon to be renamed Willow Creek Greenway) – Rod 

Julie presents the details 
• Trail through the greenway is heavily used 
• Plan is to focus habitat restoration work on the south side of the creek 
• The greenway crosses the West Side Trail 
• THPRD will be removing non-native vegetation 
• Will replant with mostly understory vegetation – canopy is sound 

 
Motion – Matthew moves that the Committee supports this project 
Second – Rob 
Unanimous support from rest of Committee. 

 
3. Park Updates/Renaming -   Bruce 

See attachment for details. 
 

4. NRMP – Review Chapters 1-3 - Bruce 
Rod – Likes chapter 3 because it gives details on the 11 goal statements; some appear to be have been 
accomplished. 
 
Cory – Wants a more accessible document; outline format off-putting. 
 
Matthew – Wanted to know if Trails and NR plans were on equal footing. Senses that trails may trump natural 
resource considerations. Also suggests that goals should not be listed alphabetically, e.g.  
“Access to…” 
 
Eric suggests that Chapter 2 (planning context) should be amplified to include socio-political, regulatory and 
economic elements to better inform planners and critics. 
 
Rod asks what process we should use to further review the plan. Matthew asks what our goal in reviewing the 
document may be. 
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Rod suggests that we use the review of the plan to help focus criticism and ideas for revisions and additions. 
 
Probable that the plan will go into re-work in the fall. Committee perspectives should be developed and 
articulated by then. 
 
Eric suggests that the Committee look for details that resonate or cause concerns and bring these to Bruce’s 
attention prior to the next edit. 
 
Matthew asks Bruce which sections of the plan he found most helpful in day-to-day work. Bruce responded that 
it was probably Chapter 3, especially the overall goals. These tend to hold up even when details change. Also 
notes that it would be good to have more emphasis on performance based assessments.  
 
Bruce suggests we look at Chapter 3 in more detail for our next meeting. The group is in favor of this approach. 
 

VI. Other 
• Setting Up Future Field Trips.  Rod asks for input on how we should structure this activity? Should we be 

looking toward June and July? Group concurs.  
  
VII. Next Meeting will be held on April 26, 6:30pm, Elsie Stuhr Center. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Eric Lindstrom 
Recording Secretary  
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