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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 

 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Parks Advisory Committee Meeting 
Date: April 12, 2011 

Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Location:  

 
In Attendance 

Committee Members: Greg Cody, Blair Thomas, Carol Rogat, Diane Cooper,  
 Staff: Dave Chrisman, Mike Janin, Lisa Novak 
 
I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m. 
   
II. Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 
  
III.  Speakers  

1. Lisa Novak, Superintendent of Programs and Special Activities, gave the Committee information on funds 
available for it to spend each year.  The amount is $7,500.  Unlike other Advisory Committees, the Parks 
Advisory Committee does not need to raise a matching amount.  The deadline to spend the current year’s 
funds is June 30.  Unspent money does not roll over – it is put into a Competitive Challenge Grant pool.  
Any Advisory Committee can apply for that fund.  The criteria the Committees must meet when spending the 
money are: 
 

a. It must be a capital purchase that costs at least $1,000 and has a life of over one year; 
b. It must be a new acquisition as opposed to a repair; and 
c. The Committee has discretion over what the purchase is; it may or may not be something already 

on a wish list. 
 

2. Dave Chrisman briefly updated the Committee on what Maintenance is doing.  They are preparing their 
budget; they are in the design phase of their move to new quarters on 112th Street; they are dealing with the 
rain which impedes lawn mowing. 

 
3. Greg Cody said that Doug (BOD) wants the Committee to advise on a smoking policy for the parks.  Blair 

Thomas offered to take on this project.  Greg and Blair will meet, non-quorum, to discuss it further. 
 

4. Carol Rogat presented research she did on art in parks.  She talked to the Regional Art and Culture Council, 
the Beaverton Arts Commission, the THPRD Planning Department, and relied on her own experience as a 
BAC board member.  She reviewed the Beaverton Public Art Master Plan and the guidelines from the City of 
Portland.  Carol’s recommendation is that the Committee uses its discretionary funds for art in the parks, 
and suggested that Schiffler Park’s community garden is a good first candidate.  Carol and Greg both 
recommended that a Call to Artists be published, and the ensuing applications be evaluated by the 
Committee.  Carol suggested the following criteria when choosing a piece of art: 

 
a. Size 
b. Durability 
c. Appropriateness to site 
d. Ease of maintenance 
e. Artistic merit 
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IV. Discussion 
1. Art in the Parks.  An informal poll of the Committee showed unanimous approval that discretionary funds 

should be focused on adding public art to the parks.  No motions were made or votes taken, but a vigorous 
discussion ensued with many ideas proposed: 
 

a. Functional art – such as benches, fountains, paths/slides, flower basket irrigation, fences, tiled 
raised garden beds, use of recycled materials; 

b. Non-functional art – such as murals, sculpture, mobiles; 
c. Use local artists; 
d. Use Parks Committee’s $7,500 as matching money for another Committee to make a larger art 

purchase if both Committees agree; 
e. Recommend to the Board of Directors that future planning projects include a 1% budget for public 

art; and 
f. Host an annual art festival in a park, possibly combined with wine or plant sale. 

 
2. Greg Cody provided information on the sculpture park on San Juan Islands and their Call to Artists.   

 
3. Dave Chrisman recommended that we consider: Where would art make a difference? 

 
4. The Committee informally agreed that the 1% for Art be recommended to the Board of Directors, date to be 

determined.   
 

5. More information is needed on how to proceed with our long term goals of establishing an annual art 
purchase program.   

 
6. Problem: The short time frame to allocate this year’s $7,500.  If it is impossible to obtain art, then should the 

money be spent on something else rather than let the funds vanish?  Dave Chrisman will provide ideas for 
quick purchases to the Committee.  The Committee will meet in May to share information and formally vote 
on expenditure of the current year’s funds. 

 
V. Next Steps 

1. Greg Cody will invite Jayne Scott of the Beaverton Arts Commission (jscott@beavertonoregon.gov) and 
Kristin Atman, Interpretive Programs Superintendent of the Nature Center, to attend our May meeting.   
 

2. Greg Cody will find out from the Board of Directors how money can be allocated to artists – is an advance 
possible? 
 

3. Greg Cody will draft a Call to Artists.   
 

4. Blair Thomas will work on the smoking study, with a goal of presenting to the Board of Directors in late fall 
2011. 
 

5. Dave Chrisman will provide the Committee with a list of items which could be purchased quickly. 
 

6. Diane Cooper will compile a list of regional artist organizations and schools who should receive the Call to 
Artists.  

 
VI. Next Meeting will be held on May 10 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Diane Cooper 
Recording Secretary 
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