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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Trails Advisory Committee Meeting 

Date: April 17, 2012 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Location: Sequoia Room, Fanno Creek Service Center, Beaverton, Oregon 
 
In Attendance 
 Committee Members: Chair Tom Hjort, Vice Chair John Gruher, Recording Secretary 

Bernadette Le, Joe Barcott, Mary O'Donnell, Barbara 
Sonniksen 

 Ex-Officio Committee Members Present: Joy Chang, Washington County; Margaret Middleton, City of 
Beaverton 

 THPRD Staff:  Steve Gulgren, Scott Hinderman 
 Visitors:  Mike Dahlstrom, Washington County Aloha-Reedville Study & 

Livability Community Plan Project Manager; Calin Gherghe, 
North Bethany Resident 

 Absent:  Jim Parsons, Kevin Apperson 
 
I. Welcome 

Chair Tom Hjort called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
   
II. Introduction of Guests/Visitors 

Everyone present introduced themselves. 
  
III.  Approval of February Meeting Minutes and Volunteer Hours for February  

MOTION made (Joe) and seconded (John) for approval of March meeting minutes.  Unanimous vote to 
approve.  Steve passed the volunteer hours sheet around for each member to record their March hours. 

   
IV. Announcements 

A. Reminder that Metro is having their trails fair a week from Wednesday (April 25 from 1:30 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m.). Tom is planning to attend this event. THPRD will be present with information and maps. 

 
V. Aloha-Reedville Study & Community Livability Study 

Mike Dahlstrom (Washington County) attended the TAC meeting to present information about the progress 
of the Aloha-Reedville Study and Community Livability Plan. The project is occurring in the unincorporated 
area west of Beaverton and east of Hillsboro. Since it is not an incorporated city, the area is served by many 
providers (county, THPRD, enhanced sheriff, TVF&R, Clean Water Services). This can make planning 
complicated as many different agencies may need to coordinate in order to move forward with a project.  
 
This three-year project is being funded by a HUD/DOT grant and Washington County is hoping to get 
implementation funding at the end of planning stage. The project is at the end of the first year. During this 
first year, they looked at community aspirations, existing conditions, funding tools and strategies, and trends 
and forecasts. Their findings from this first year are that this area is solid middle class residential and that it 
looks like other urban unincorporated areas in Washington County, but slightly younger, slightly more 
diverse, slightly less educational obtainment, and slightly lower earning power. They have also found that 
the area has limited vacant land, that the community identified connectivity and bike/ped safety as major 
challenges, and that there is limited opportunity for job development. To address future growth and job 
development, they will be looking to focus growth along major transportation corridors (i.e., at Tualatin 
Valley Highway and 185th Avenue). They have also identified sidewalk and transportation network gaps to 
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address concerns about connectivity and safety. To date, they have received 1,200 comments on the 
project. 
 
The project will have two more stages. From March 2012 to March 2013, the project will look to address the 
question “Where do we go?” and from March 2013 to March 2014, they will answer the question “How do 
we get there?”.  When answering these questions, the project team and community participants will be 
talking about transportation improvements (transit, sidewalks, etc.) and affordable housing (HUD portion of 
funding). The county will continue to get input from the community during these stages and are working on 
innovative outreach strategies to get input from all segments of the population. 
 
At the end of the presentation, Mike posed a few questions to the Committee.   

1. As we talk about access and trail connectivity, how can we work together?  
2. Can the project help prioritize trail development?  

 
The Committee stated that the Westside Trail crosses the eastern portion of the study area near the 
Portland Clinic. There was a discussion between THPRD and the railroad to have an overpass over the 
tracks, but the railroad did not favor that crossing option. The Committee also discussed the proposed 
Beaverton Creek Regional Trail. It was identified in the THPRD Master Plan. It would be routed along 
Beaverton Creek west to the THPRD boundary (about middle of Aloha) and connect to the Westside Trail 
and points east. The City of Beaverton has identified funding to connect this trail into the city. Challenges 
surrounding this trail are constructability (wetlands), private property acquisition, and current low priority of 
this regional trail. A draft plan with potential alignments was put on hold due to the bond measure. 

 
VI. Trail Counters 

Scott began his presentation by thanking the Committee for purchasing additional trail counters. These tools 
are an important asset for the District as they highlight what they are doing and how much trails are being 
used. The information gathered from the counters will help get future grants/transportation funding; and 
informed needs for ranger and nature staffing levels. 
 
Scott brought the equipment that was purchased with the Challenge Grant Funds the TAC gave to them. 
The equipment included a hard drive where the information can be downloaded from the counter to the 
board, instead of bringing the laptop out to the field, a counter that is able to track metal objects, and the 
more traditional one that measures any object that passes the post. With those two counters, the 
department can identify the number of bicycles v. pedestrians. He also showed the TAC pictures of the 
posts where the counters are placed and how the information (a text file) is uploaded to the TRAFx website 
where the data is processed. The website then compiles the data (based on a single park or variety of 
parks) and can display it in graphs and tables.  
 

VII. Upper Fanno Creek Trail Improvements Update 
There was an open house at the Garden Home Recreation Center in April. About 25 residents plus a few 
THRPD staff were present. A presentation was given by the working group about the vision for 
improvements along Fanno Creek Trail from 92nd to the Recreation Center. The presentation primarily 
talked about taking out non-native vegetation and restoring the canopy. Their presentation also included 
their desire for vegetating shoulders and Tom presented that he felt that it should be gravel (as stated in the 
Trails Plan). The budget for the identified improvements would be from $60,000-80,000. The next step for 
this process would be to present it to THPRD Board on May 7th. The presentation seemed well received 
from the community. Most community members voted in favor of the vegetated shoulders. The THPRD 
Budget Committee thought the working group was coming to the Budget meeting on April 20th, but they 
were not present. The working group is also discussing how they can volunteer to do some of the 
improvements. 
 
At the March TAC meeting, the working group asked if the Committee would change their recommendation 
for how a portion of the BES funds will be used along Fanno Creek Trail. Tom stated that the working group  
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has not had any more formal discussion, but have informally discussed asking for money for a crossing at 
92nd and signage. Tom will ask for a formal proposal before the Committee will discuss changing the 
recommendation for these funds. 
 

VIII. Use of Challenge Grant Funds 
At the March meeting, the Committee approved using $2,200 for the Tasmanian Slasher. Since that 
meeting, the Maintenance Department went to Parks Advisory Committee (PAC) and asked for a similar 
contribution. The PAC agreed to help purchase this piece of equipment so the Maintenance Department will 
be purchasing it soon.  
 
The Committee also approved using some of the Challenge Grant funds to purchase a bench and trash 
receptacle. THPRD is working with the City of Beaverton staff on identifying an exact location. If it has not 
yet been purchased, Steve said that it will be soon. The Maintenance Department has agreed to install them 
free of charge. 
 
Fifteen hundred dollars remained after purchasing all of the approved items. The TAC discussed other uses 
for this money and expressed interest in purchasing additional counters, if they were needed. Scott verified 
that his department could use a couple more trail counters along Westside Trail near Schuepbach Park and 
that it would be nice to have a replacement unit for when one goes down.  
 
A motion was made (Mary) and seconded (John) for purchasing two more trail counters that can identify 
bicycles.  Unanimous vote to approve. 
 

IX. Westside Regional Trail Master Plan Committee Report 
No activity has occurred on this committee since the TAC’s last meeting. They will be meeting next 
Thursday, April 26th. 
 

X. Update: 2012 Committee Calendar 
The TAC went through the calendar and discussed the future presenters. Tom asked the Committee about 
their feelings regarding having a presentation at the July meeting as it is also the night of the annual picnic. 
The group agreed that they would appreciate Stephanie providing information at that meeting. 
 

XI. Staff Update on Trails Projects 
A. Bond Measure Trails Update 

i. Westside Trail – Two property owners signed easements along segment 4. THPRD is 
looking to bid out three segments (1, 4, 7) next week. The bid would then go to the 
THPRD Board at the June 4th meeting. They are hoping to start construction in July. The 
contractor will be allowed to decide the order in which the segments will be constructed. 

ii. Waterhouse Trail – THPRD is working on getting several segments out to bid. Some of 
the segments are in Beaverton while others are in Washington County. They are hoping 
to be able to get the bid out in the summer with construction in the fall but they are 
working through some jurisdictional issues. The schedule for this project may slip. 

iii. Rock Creek – Segments 2 and 5 will be packaged together. THPRD is hoping to get the 
bid out in May and bring it to the THPRD Board meeting on June 18. The goal is to begin 
construction of these segments in July.  

iv. N. Bethany – The segment was packed along with the two Rock Creek segments but was 
pulled out of bid following the Hearings Officer Decision (See March meeting minutes). 
Limited work has occurred on this segment recently as THPRD staff are focusing on 
getting the Rock Creek segments out to bid. 

 
B. MTIP Funding 

i. Fanno Creek Trail/Hall Boulevard Feasibility Study – THPRD will be meeting with City 
of Beaverton again on Thursday, April 19th. The Mayor, City Councilors and THPRD 
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Board members have expressed concern about the cost of the two final options and have 
asked why a mid-block crossing could not be constructed?  Additional discussion will 
occur about where they would like to take the project next. The goal is to be able to take 
something to the THPRD Board in May. If changes are made at the Board level it would 
probably need to be brought back to the public since they have been so involved 
throughout this process. 

ii. Westside Trail Segment #18 – Consultants are out doing survey work. THPRD is 
working on easements and title work. The wet area that this trail will pass through will 
likely be a challenge for this project. It will likely be a three-year project. 

 
XII. Partner Jurisdiction Updates 

A. Washington County  
a. Transportation Systems Plan – This project is still proceeding. The first citizen advisory 

committee meeting went well. 
b. Bike/ped prioritization project – Sustainability mapping has been completed. A new 

survey to prioritize sustainability issues is available on the project website. 
c. N. Bethany – A new ordinance was filed last week. The goal is to finalize this project by 

June. The Committee discussed trail connectivity to North Bethany. The Westside Trail 
will not have a spur to the north so after Westside Trail Segment #18 is completed there 
will still be a gap between the Westside Trail and N. Bethany area. A community trail will 
still connect within the community with a trail ending at Springville. Joy and Steve 
discussed the need to complete that gap. The county is including in the ordinances some 
measures to facilitate affordable housing and cluster housing for new development. 

B. City of Beaverton – Margaret is working mostly at regional level on policy studies including a 
climate smart study, the SW corridor study, and the Tualatin Valley Highway study. The City is in 
the process of taking proposed changes to the circulation system and changing the comprehensive 
plan following the adoption of the Civic Plan. 

 
The City also received $1.2 million from ODOT for preliminary engineering and acquisition for the 
Crescent Connection Trail. Margaret showed the alignment to the Committee, which will include 
bike boulevards, bike lanes, and off-street paths.  ODOT encouraged the City to apply again for the 
next funding cycle. 

a. Beaverton Bicycle Advisory Committee – Deb Fife (THPRD) came to their last meeting 
to discuss the Sunday Trailways event and the Committee will be volunteering for the 
event. Bike Beaverton will occur on September 9th with a Bike Rodeo at 1 p.m. and a 
family friendly ride.  

 
C. Beaverton School District – No report because no representative present. 
D. Metro -No report because no representative present. 

 
XIII. Additional Discussion 

Tom concluded the meeting by asking each of the TAC members if their concerns were being addressed 
during the meetings.  Everyone felt that they were being represented. Joe recommended that the group ask 
this question often and Tom said he would keep it on the agenda for future meetings. 

 
XIV. Next Meeting will be held on May 15, 2012, 7:00 p.m. at the Fanno Creek Service Center. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bernadette Le 
Recording Secretary 


