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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Natural Resources Advisory Committee Meeting 

Date: June 26, 2012 
Time: 6:30 pm 

Location: Stuhr Center 
 
In Attendance 
 Committee Members: Rod Coles, Mitch Cruzan, Don Nearhood, Martin Mendelson, 

Matthew Shepherd 
 Staff: Bruce Barbarasch 
 Guests: None 
 
I. Call to Order 

Matthew called the meeting to order at 6:34 pm. 
   
II. Approval of Minutes 

Discussion 
Motion to approve – Don 
Second – Mitch 
Approved with one abstention – Martin 

  
III.  Financial Report  

There was no report. 
   
IV. Old Business 

a. Cedar Mill Park Bond Project: Don attended a public meeting at the school. A new proposal was 
introduced (Bruce showed a map) which would reposition the soccer and tennis courts and rebuild the 
ball field at the school, while leaving most natural vegetation and the current water runoff intact and 
avoiding the need to move large amounts of earth for cut and fill. This will go to the Board on 
September 10. 

b. Nature Explorer Station Update: Bruce explained the work to make informational signs and posters 
more interactive, as well as somewhat artistic and more durable. Matthew will represent the NRAC in 
the planning. 

c. Nature Play Program Update: Bruce described the provision of natural areas with “loose parts,” natural 
objects to play with, that would range from unstructured to more organized. These free play areas 
would be supplied with manipulable objects to stimulate imaginative use. Camille Park is a structured 
and a more natural area set up for free play and Bruce envisions a free play and unstructured area in at 
least each quadrant of the district. There was discussion regarding the positive interest in such areas 
and the issue of supervision. It was suggested that Park Watch programs or some neighborhood 
associations could keep an adequate presence in the park on an informal basis. 

 
V. New Business 

a. None. 
 
VI. Other 

a. Hall Boulevard Crossing: The Board voted for an on-street crossing with a pedestrian-activated beacon 
but no island. A period of observation would be followed by reappraisal and if not satisfactory, the 
timber bridge crossing would be reconsidered. 

b. This is Martin Mendelson’s final meeting since he is moving out of the country later this month. 
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VII. Next Meeting will be held on July 24, 2012, 6:30 pm, Stuhr Center. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:03 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Martin Mendelson 
Recording Secretary 
 


