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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Natural Resources Advisory Committee Meeting 

Date: September 27, 2012 
Time: 6:30 pm 

Location: Fanno Creek Service Center 
 
In Attendance 
 Committee Members: Rod Coles, Mitch Cruzan, Eric Lindstrom, Don Nearhood, Cory 

Samia, Matthew Shepherd, Jack Shorr 
 Staff: Bruce Barbarasch, Superintendent of Natural Resources; 

René Brucker, Park Planner 
 Guest: Calin Gherghe, citizen 
 
I. Call to Order 

6:35 pm 
   
II. Approval of Minutes 

Discussion of item related to THPRD becoming involved with properties that may be contaminated to one 
degree or another. Consensus is that degree of involvement should be evaluated on a case-by-case basis, 
with particular attention paid to type and degree of contamination combined with safety and fiscal 
considerations. 
 
Motion to approve – Don 
Second – Mitch 

 Approval  unanimous 
  
III.  Check-in Activity  

Committee members introduce themselves. 
 Don went to Commonwealth Lake Park this afternoon and was impressed with the new 

construction around the lake. Met a helpful park volunteer. 
 Jack reports on field work he’s doing with Master Naturalist (OSU) and explains the basics of the 

program. 
 Rod did a site restoration evaluation at Howard Terpenning Recreation Complex.  
 Eric revisited Greenway remeandering project from 2010 and was impressed with the degree to 

which the vegetation has overtaken the area. 
 Cory has been unable to visit local areas but has been active in her work locale. Her organization 

has been trying to reintroduce fresh water clams into a nearby stream. 
 Mitch has been active in Washington natural areas, studying seed dispersal by humans.  
 Matthew has been unable to get into the field of late due to professional obligations. 

 
IV. Financial Report 

Bruce discussed the most recent financial report. Matthew notes that the Committee has over $4,000 in 
available cash with which to pursue appropriate objectives. 
 
Eric asks about the education mission and the Committee’s role in that department’s business? He would 
like to hear more about what education is engaged in. He also thinks it might be a good idea to look at ways 
we might be able to make some of those funds available to educational programs. 
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Bruce will invite Kirstin Atman (Interpretive Programs Supervisor) to the Committee’s next meeting so the 
Committee can discuss possible options for increasing its involvement with education activities. 
 
Cory asks about using any of this money for increasing the profile of the Natural Resources Committee in 
the THPRD activities guide? This item will be on a future agenda for clarification and further discussion. 
 

V. Old Business 
Natural Resources Functional Plan (NRFP) – Matthew 
 
Mitch shares a document that discusses some of his thoughts on biodiversity management planning for 
THPRD’s development of a NRFP. The paper maps out priorities for enhancing habitat quality, and 
contrasting priorities for providing quality access.  
 
Matthew suggests that the perspectives and the synthesis provided by the document should be reflected 
upon if and when the planning process goes forward.  
 
The document stimulated a general discussion of the complicated philosophical and practical aspects of 
balancing competing (or seemingly competing) goods. 
 

VI. New Business 
a. – René Brucker presents pass-through details of the planning concept for Westside to Waterhouse Trail.  
Key features include low fencing to keep users from crossing trail to trail; security fencing to keep users from 
trying to cross rails; and bike/pedestrian related safety enhancements to existing trestle. 
 
Design goals were to stay out of the trees in the Nature Park and avoid damage to wetlands areas adjacent 
to the rail line.  
 
René asks if Committee members are familiar enough with the area to discuss the plan.  
 
Matthew believes that this trail provides a much better level of access to the MAX light rail than a pathway 
through the park than the on-demand trails that are used in the area right now.  
 
Rod, who is extremely familiar with the park areas, doesn’t see much in the way of negative impacts on the 
park from either A or B versions shown by René. 
 
Matthew wonders how demand trails will be discouraged. Bruce responds that signage is about as far as the 
District can go. 
 
There will be a public meeting covering the proposal on October 2, 2012 in the Robin’s Nest at 6:00 pm. 
 
b. – This Committee will be making its annual appearance at the January Board of Directors meeting. By 
that time the Committee needs to frame its arguments for the need for the development a new NRFP. 
 
Matthew provides an overview of how the planning process could go forward. Members are urged to think 
about what kind of information needs to be put forward at the meeting. The presentation time will be short so 
the information needs to be precise and compelling. Total allocated time will be five minutes.  
 
Cory emphasizes that the next Functional Plan needs to have an education component. 
 

VII. Other 
Don asks about activities he saw taking place in Center Street Park. Bruce explained work that’s been going 
on related to the beaver working in the park.  
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Discussion of possible meeting date in December – the 18th appears to be acceptable. 
 

VIII. Next Meeting will be held on October 23, 2012, 6:30 pm, Fanno Creek Service Center. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:17 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Eric Lindstrom 
Recording Secretary 
 


