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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Trails Advisory Committee Meeting 

Date: October 16, 2012 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Location: Sequoia Room, Fanno Creek Service Center, Beaverton, Oregon 
 
In Attendance 
 Committee Members: Chair Tom Hjort, Vice Chair John Gruher, Recording Secretary 

Bernadette Le, Mary O'Donnell, Barbara Sonniksen, Joe 
Barcott 

 Ex-Officio Committee Members Present: Joy Chang (Washington County); Margaret Middleton (City of 
Beaverton) 

 THPRD Staff:  Brad Hauschild, Bruce Barbarash 
 Visitors: Calin Gherghe (North Bethany Resident) 
 Absent: Kevin Apperson, Kevin O’Donnell, Beaverton Bicycle 

Committee Representative 
 
I. Welcome 

Chair Tom Hjort called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

II. Introduction of Guests/Visitors 
Everyone present introduced themselves. 
 

III.  Approval of September Meeting Minutes and Volunteer Hours for July and August  
MOTION made (John) and seconded (Mary) for approval of the September meeting minutes.  Unanimous 
vote in favor of the motion.  The volunteer hours sheet was passed around and each member recorded their 
July and August hours. 
 

IV. Announcements 
Barbara announced that this will be her last meeting.  
 
Steve proposed meeting for a field visit at the Westside Trail section over Mt. Williams at 5:30 p.m. on one 
of the following dates: October 24th, 25th, 30th, 31st, or November 1.  Some concern was expressed about 
meeting on the 31st due to Halloween and on the 30th due to conflict with a Westside Regional Trail meeting. 
The group thought the visit could be beneficial if there is something to see.  Bruce stated that most of the 
trail is viewable from the road in this location so members could also view the trail at their convenience.  The 
Committee decided to forego the field trip at this time. 
 
Ellen M. has asked that her application to the TAC be suspended until next summer. 
 

V. Review Plans for Westside Trail Segment #18 
In 2008, THPRD applied to Metro for MTIP funding for this segment of the trail.  They were awarded funding 
in 2010 and 2011.  They have been working on the design and engineering since the spring.  
 
The north terminus of this segment is at the Rock Creek Trail and the south terminus is Kaiser Road.  The 
segment is ¾ mile in length and will be 10’ wide (paved) and will have 2’ wide gravel shoulders.  In 
environmentally sensitive areas the shoulders will be limited to 1’ wide.  There will be a 100’ long bridge 
over a creek and floodway and two boardwalks.  There will also be four street crossings (three local and one 
arterial).  The local street crossings will be signed and the crossing at Laidlaw Road (arterial street) will have 
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a crossing treatment.  The trail will also have six connections into neighborhoods (three to east and three to 
west).  One of those connections will be into Hansen Ridge Park which will function as a trailhead. 
 
The alignment has been developed with topography and utilities in mind.  A couple issues that have been 
identified to this point in the project are  

1. Just south of 147th there are some wetlands.  
2. North of Hanson Ridge Park – east half is upland; west is wetland.  The trail will need to go near 

two powerline poles but there are guy wires that limit that.  Staff is in communication with BPA to 
see if the guy wires can be relocated. 

 
Staff think the construction costs will be between $1.6-1.9 million but that will depend on the above 
mentioned concerns.  They will also have to construct some switchbacks to meet federal requirements for 
maximum grade.  There are agricultural and utility easements within the alignment.  The district will work to 
extinguish those easements. 
 
THPRD presented the 30% engineering drawings.  The consultants are currently refining the alignment 
issues.  These drawings will be presented to the Natural Resources Advisory Committee next week and an 
Open House is tentatively set for November 14 at the Cedar Mill Library.  Staff will submit the DSL 
application for wetlands in the next month.  THPRD is hoping to bring the plan to the Board in January for 
Master Plan approval.  They will submit the land use application to the County in October.  The goal is to 
have all land use and design work completed by Fall 2014 and construct the trail in 2015.  
 
Residents located within 500’ will receive an invitation to the public meetings.  The THPRD website will have 
the function to accept comments from the public. 
 
THPRD staff clarified that portions of the Westside Trail within the District will be part of the District planning 
process whereas portions that continue north and south of the District will be part of the Metro planning 
process. 
 
Tom asked about the trail crossings at local streets and asked why they would not be striped.  Staff stated 
that this is county policy but that the crossings may have lighting. 
 
The Committee did not have any further questions but supported the concept at this stage. 
 

VI. Fanno Creek – SW 90th Crossing and BES Funding 
The Working Group would still like to see the SW 90th and Fanno Creek trail crossing be striped.  The cost 
estimate for the crossing is between $4,000-5,000 for engineering, permits, and construction. 
 
Multiple individuals were asked by the Working Group to see if they would be willing to do the engineering 
work pro bono but they were not able to find anyone.  Also, BES declined to fund the required engineering. 
 
Tom said that members of the Working Group had conversations over email and they agree the cost 
estimate is a lot of money.  They left it to the TAC to come up with a recommendation. 
 
The TAC discussed the other uses for the funds (interpretive signing and plantings).  The signs could cost 
between $10,000-15,000.  The Working Group strongly desires signs and the plantings.  The plantings 
should be done in January and since the money must be spent in the next year, it should be done this 
winter. 
 
Committee members expressed concern about not doing anything about safety with this money and 
spending the money only on signs and plantings.  Bruce stated that, although safety elements could always 
be improved, since there have not been any reported incidents at this location the Park District thinks that 
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the current treatments are working.  However, the Committee is open to further proposals from the Working 
Group to improve safety along Fanno Creek Trail. 
 
MOTION made (Joe) and seconded (John) that the TAC not make available any funds for striping at 90th 
Avenue and Fanno Creek, at this time.  Unanimous vote in favor of the motion. 
 

VII. Soft Surface Trails 
The TAC discussed the two soft surface trail opportunities that Kevin O’Donnell brought to the Committee’s 
attention.  The trail opportunities are located near Willow Creek Nature Park/Five Oaks Middle School and 
Kaiser Woods/Stoller Middle School/Jacob Wismer Elementary.  In order to construct the Kaiser Woods 
Trail, the District would have to get an easement.  The available funds does not allow for any purchase of 
easements.  A gravel path currently exists in this location and people are using it.  Depending on who owns 
the area the cost could be different; BPA would probably just give the easement to the District but PGE 
would require that it be purchased.  
 
THPRD staff looked at the Five Oaks Middle School property.  The land is owned by the School District and 
there is already a soft surface path at that location.  
 
The Committee expressed some interest in developing a soft trail from the Kaiser Woods Park to Jacob 
Wismer Elementary School and Stoller Middle School.  Barbara recommended that Tom speak with Kevin to 
see if he will contact the principals at the schools.  There may be an opportunity in this project to develop a 
partnership between the schools and the District to get the students involved in the trail construction in some 
way.  They would like to wrap the project up in the next two years. 
 

VIII. Ben Graf Trail 
The trail is located south of Springville Road.  A few years ago, a master plan was created that called for a 
connection between the two neighborhoods just west of NW Graf Street.  THPRD has hired a consultant 
team which has developed two trail options.  
 
Option 1 – The trail would come off of the pavement access point in the western neighborhood and head 
directly east to the adjacent neighborhood.  A boardwalk would be constructed across creek and floodplain 
and would be 150’ long.  Pavement for the rest of the trail would be 6’ wide with 1’ gravel shoulders. 
 
Option 2 – The trail would be use the same access point and would then travel to the north and follow the 
perimeter of the open space.  The boardwalk is shorter and the majority of the trail would be uphill from 
Option 1.  This option would be about $25,000 less than Option 1. 
 
The only argument for Option 1 would be that it is more direct.  One member asked about the sharpness of 
the curves in Option 2 and encouraged the staff explore the design of the curves at further stages.  A visitor 
was interested in the District exploring a midpoint between the two options as it could decrease the sharp 
turns and increase the directness of the connection.  Staff said it was difficult to estimate the cost of such a 
middle option. 
 
MOTION made (Barb) and seconded (Joe) that the TAC is leaning toward Option 2 but would like to see the 
District explore a mid-alignment option.  Unanimous vote in favor of the motion. 
 

IX. Westside Regional Trail Master Plan Committee Report 
Metro will host two Open Houses in October.  
 
October 29, Stoller Middle School, 6-8 p.m. 
October 30, Deer Creek Elementary, 6-8 p.m. 
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There is some expectation that there will be community concern expressed at the October 29th meeting. 
Multiple Committee members are planning to attend. 
 

X. 2012 Committee Calendar 
Tom presented the updated calendar.  The Committee discussed the timing of the November meeting since 
it is during the week of Thanksgiving.  The Committee agreed to hold that meeting. 
 

XI. Staff Update on Trails Projects 
A. Bond Measure Trails Update 

i. Westside Trail – 
 Segment 1 - The base rock will be completed today or tomorrow.  Segment 4 – 

95% base rock is completed and the bridge will be completed soon.  Paving will 
be completed in November. 

 Segment 7 - 80% base rock done and erosion control is completed.  Paving is 
scheduled to be completed in November. 

ii. Waterhouse Trail – The District is currently submitting permits and is hoping to start 
construction of the trail in the spring 

iii. Rock Creek – This trail is in construction now.  They will finish paving Segment 2 by the 
end of October and Segment 5 by the end of year. 

B. MTIP Funding 
i. Fanno Creek Trail/Hall Boulevard Feasibility Study – Fanno Creek Trail/Hall Boulevard 

Crossing Study was appealed by a community member.  There will be a City Council 
meeting to hear the appeal.  The date for this action has not yet been set. 

ii. Westside Trail Segment #18 – See previous discussion. 
 

XII. Partner Jurisdiction Updates 
A. Washington County –   

i. Scenic bikeway meeting – Two meetings will be held to discuss this project. 
Wednesday, October 24, 2012 (4:30-6:30 p.m.; Forest Grove Community Auditorium, 
1915 Main Street, Forest Grove, OR 97116) and Thursday, October 25, 2012 (5:30-7:30 
p.m., River House at Rood Bridge Park, 4000 SE Rood Bridge Road, Hillsboro, OR 
97123) 

ii. Transportation Systems Plan – This project is still underway. 
iii. North Bethany – Development in the new sub-area has begun. 

B. Beaverton Bicycle Advisory Committee – No report was given. 
C. City of Beaverton – Crescent Connection Trail was funded for prelim engineering and ROW - $1.2 

million.  Will be submitting applications to the state for construction costs.  
D. Beaverton School District – No report because no representative present. 
E. Metro – No report because no representative present. 

 
XIII. Open Discussion 

MOTION made (Tom) and seconded (Mary) thanking Barbara Sonniksen for her long time service on the 
Trails Advisory Committee including many valuable contributions to the success of our Committee. 
 

IX. Next Meeting will be held on November 20, 2012 at 7:00 pm at the Fanno Creek Service Center. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bernadette Le 
Recording Secretary 


