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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Trails Advisory Committee Meeting 

Date: March 19, 2013 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Location: Sequoia Room, Fanno Creek Service Center, Beaverton, Oregon 
 
In Attendance 
 Committee Members Present:  Chair Tom Hjort, Bernadette Le, Kevin O’Donnell, John Ratliff 

(Beaverton Bicycle Advisory Committee Rotating Member) 
 Ex-Officio Committee Members Present: Joy Chang (Washington County), Robert Spurlock (Metro), 

Margaret Middleton (City of Beaverton) 
 THPRD Staff:  Steve Gulgren, Bruce Barbarasch (part time), Allan Wells (part 

time) 
 Visitor:  Calin Gherghe (North Bethany Resident) 
 Absent: John Gruher, Mary O’Donnell, Kevin Apperson 
 
I. Welcome 

Chair Tom Hjort called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

II. Introduction of Guests/Visitors 
Everyone present introduced themselves. 
 

III.  Approval of January Meeting Minutes and Volunteer Hours for February: 
MOTION made (Kevin) and seconded (John) for approval of the February meeting minutes with revisions 
proposed by Joy.  Unanimous vote in favor of the motion.  
 
The volunteer hours sheet was passed around and each member recorded their February hours. 
 

IV. Announcements 
None 
 

V. Metro Trail Topics Presented 
A. Westside Trail Master Plan  

i. The draft Westside Trail Master Plan will be complete by the end of May.  It will be 
submitted for adoption by agencies such as THPRD, Washington County, City of Tigard, 
etc.  This will take place in late May through June.  Metro to adopt the plan last.  THPRD 
Board will be especially busy in early June so Steve will try to put adoption of the plan on the 
agenda for mid-June.  Since THPRD is Beaverton’s parks provider, the City Council need 
not adopt the plan. 

ii. Metro will present Westside Trail Master Plan Report 4, “Draft Implementation Strategy” 
(which will be bundled into the plan) at two open houses.  Trails Advisory Committee 
members are encouraged to attend at least one of these meetings: 

• May 8: King City 
• May 14: Stoller Middle School 

 
B. Regional Trails Advocates Forum 

i. “Intertwine” is a brand for trails, parks, etc. in the Portland/Vancouver region.  The Intertwine 
logo will be included on some THPRD signs.  
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ii. The Intertwine Alliance is a nonprofit organization of 60 to 70 agencies, private firms and 
non-profits, including THPRD that supports the Intertwine.  The Intertwine Alliance can 
receive tax deductible donations.   

iii. The Regional Trails Advocates Forum (“Forum”) is intended to be an Intertwine Alliance 
committee that “helps develop a coalition of individual citizens from across the region to 
build the network of trails that make up our shared vision for a regional network of trails 
throughout the Portland/Vancouver regional area.”  Joe Barcott, Robert, and Tom attended 
the first meeting of the Forum on November 15, 2012.  About 20 people attended this 
meeting.  The forgoing is for information only.  No action by the Trails Advisory Committee 
at this time. 

 
C. Suggestion to Rename Westside Trail 

i. Others have suggested that the name “Westside Trail” is too “Portland centric.” Changing 
the name would have to be done by the THPRD Board of Directors. 

ii. Informally, the Trails Advisory Committee does not favor changing the name unless a very 
compelling reason to do so was to arise.  One disadvantage is that a name change requires 
revising maps and other documents. 

 
D. Metro Regional Trail Map 

i. The Metro Regional Trail map was presented by Mel Huie during the February Trails 
Advisory Committee meeting.  At that time the Committee recommended that only Regional 
Trails be shown on the Regional Map.  Community and other trails, as well as non-trail open 
areas, should be shown on separate maps.   

ii. Even though parts of Waterhouse Trail meet Regional Trail standards, the trail is designated 
a Community Trail thus should not be on the Metro Regional Map. 

iii. Metro plans to present the Regional Map to public agencies, including THPRD, during April.  
City of Beaverton to attend the THPRD presentation. 

 
VI. Staff Update on Trails Projects 

A. Bond Measure Trails Update 
i. Westside:  The contract with the trail contractor has been terminated by mutual consent.  

THPRD will negotiate a new contract with one of four contractors, based on price and 
qualifications, using emergency status authority.  Cost estimates are due March 22.  
Construction to resume in May.   

ii. Rock Creek:  Open to public.  Plantings and minor punch-list items remain. 
iii. North Bethany: Ongoing conversations with Mr. Gherghe to resolve issues. 
iv. Jordan Park:  Opened March 8 to good reviews from the public. 

 
B. MTIP Funding 

i. Westside Segment 18:  Staff is meeting with holders of about 62 agricultural easements 
along the trail alignment.  This is a time consuming process requiring appraisals for the 
easements.   

ii. Fanno Creek Trail/Hall Boulevard At-Grade Crossing: THPRD staff to hold design kick-
off meeting with the City of Beaverton on March 20.  City to prepare plans and specifications 
for this signalized crossing. 

 
VII. Partner Jurisdiction Updates 

A. Washington County – Joy 
i. The Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvement Prioritization Project is complete. 
ii. Steve Szigethy will update the Trails Advisory Committee on the 2035 Transportation 

System Plan (TSP) during our May meeting.  Steve S. will meet again with our Committee 
when the trails section of the TSP is being created.   
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iii. A meeting will be held March 26 to discuss the County Work Program.   
 

B. City of Beaverton – Margaret   
i. City is pursuing Federal transportation funds for several projects.  It made the cut for 

Crescent Connection construction phase.  PE (Preliminary Engineering) and Right of Way 
are already funded.   

ii. Also seeking Metro/Federal funds for Canyon Road Bike/Pedestrian Improvements. This 
$3.5 million project will redirect bicycles off Canyon Road, among other improvements. 

iii. The sixth annual Bike Beaverton event is set for September 8.  
 

C. Beaverton Bicycle Advisory Committee – John  
i. An initiative to encourage employers to install bicycle racks is being pursued. 
ii. The committee has concerns about bike lanes that pass too close to parked cars. 

 
VIII. Challenge Grant Funds 

Demand remains strong for Trail Maps.  THPRD now plans to purchase 50,000 new maps.  Staff feels there 
is demand for yet another 25,000 maps bringing the total to 75,000 Trail Maps.  The cost for the additional 
maps would be $4,000 to $4,800.  The unit cost per map would go down due to larger order.  After 
discussion, the following motion was made and carried. 
  
MOTION made (Kevin) and seconded (Bernadette) to recommend expenditure of up to $4,800 Challenge 
Grant Funds to purchase 25,000 additional THPRD Trail Maps.  Unanimous vote in favor of the motion. 
 
More Trail Counters are needed.  Steve will inquire as to type, cost and number of counters that could 
usefully be employed and report back to the Committee at the April 16 meeting.  Challenge Grant Funds for 
2013 total $7,500.  Available for Trail Counters and/or other desirable items would be $7,500 less the 
amount spent on Trail Maps. 
 

IX. Annual Calendar 2013 
Item postponed due to lack of time.  (Tom will attempt to invite Mary Ordal, Hillsboro Parks, to speak at the 
April 16 meeting.) 
 

X. Trails Advisory Committee Report To Board of Directors 
Item postponed due to lack of time. 
 

XI. Initiatives to Increase TAC Committee Membership 
An article appeared in the March 16 Oregonian’s Community News section soliciting more members for the 
THPRD Parks Committee.  The Oregonian enjoys wide distribution.  Steve will seek a similar article for the 
Trails Advisory Committee.  It might entail merely rewriting the Parks article.  Also worth exploring would be 
a similar article in “Tualatin Hills Today” on THPRD’s Web page.   
 

XII. Trail Maintenance 
A. Using “Power Point” slides Allan described the District’s trail maintenance program.  A few 

highlights: Trail maintenance focuses on staff dedicated to the program, maintenance standards, a 
trail maintenance schedule, emphasis on efficiency, a weekly inspection form and prioritization of 
maintenance activity and funding.  Park and trail maintenance is broken into four regional zones 
within the District.  Trail maintenance is done, per a weekly schedule, by in-house staff.  A total of 
nearly $500K will be spent on asphalt trail maintenance during the three-year period ending mid-
2014. 
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B. Questions/discussion: 
i. Chip sealing is more suited to highly-loaded (vehicle wheel loads) parking lots than to lightly-

loaded, flexible trail pavements.  Also, a chip seal surface can be rough and dusty thus 
difficult to walk and cycle on. 

ii. THPRD doesn’t have “sidewalk standards” like Washington County and City of Beaverton. 
iii. The Board of Directors requires a trail quality ranking system.  Grants are being sought from 

ODOT to bring trails up to appropriate standards. 
iv. Portions of Rock Creek Trail (a Regional trail) are three to six feet wide and/or subject to 

flooding.  This trail is slated for improvement. 
v. THPRD has over 60 miles of trails.  Some were inherited from other agencies. These may 

not meet THPRD standards and thus need improvement/maintenance.  Dollars must be 
prioritized. 

vi. In the future, trail maintenance rankings may be presented to the Trails Advisory Committee 
for information and evaluation.    

 
XIII. Next Meeting will be held on April 16, 2013, 7:00 p.m. at the Fanno Creek Service Center. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Tom Hjort 
Recording Secretary, Rotating      


