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Hazeldale Park Public Meeting Notes 

 

Project: Nature Revealed: Discovering Nature through Art  

Location:  Hazeldale Park, Aloha, OR 

Date and Time: July 24, 2013 from 6:30 – 7:45pm 

 

Staff Present: Bruce Barbarasch, Superintendent of Natural Resources 

 Kristin Atman, Interpretive Programs Supervisor 

 John Gaddis, Natural Resources and Trails Specialist 

     

Consultant(s)  Peggy Kendellen, Public Art Manager, Regional Arts and Culture 

Present:  Council (RACC) 

 

 

1. Welcome & Introductions 

Bruce Barbarasch welcomed the audience of approximately 12 neighbors.  Bruce gave a brief 

background of the Nature Revealed: Discovering Nature through Art Interpretive Sign Network 

Bond Project and the 2008 bond measure that has provided funds for natural resource 

interpretation.   

 

The purpose of this meeting is to present the proposed art project for Raleigh Park, answer 

questions, and collect feedback from the public. The public comment period is open until 

August 7, 2013 and people are encouraged to submit comments at the meeting, through 

phone, e-mail, via mail to THPRD, or through the THPRD website. 

 

2. Project Overview and Design Concept 

Project Overview 

Kristin Atman reviewed the goals of the project and outlined the design proposal, Avian 

Horticulture, as provided by artist, Stacy Levy.   

• This installation will direct the patron’s attention to how birds influence the landscape 

and affect habitat, specifically the action of birds affecting the establishment and 

growth of trees, shrubs, and habitat over time.   

 

Design Concept 

• A series of 24 steel structures, stem-like in character, will be installed in three groupings 

or planting beds (approximately 8 structures in each bed) and designed to give birds a 

place to perch.   

• The steel, stem-like structures will be approximately 15 – 18 feet tall and approximately 

18 inches in diameter.   
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• The stems will consist of three designs: simple stems, stems with larvae pods, and 

height measuring stems.  The stems will all be fabricated in steel plate with steel ribs 

and fins to make the stem more structurally sound, but still allow some bending in the 

wind towards the tip of the stems. 

• The steel will be painted with automobile paint in deep vibrant colors (i.e. red and blue) 

that look intriguing against an often grey sky.   

• The structures will be fabricated in Portland and trucked to the site and field-welded to 

a plate and rebar and concrete footing:  3’ in depth and 18” in diameter .  

• Beds will be planted around the stem structures and each planting bed will intersect the 

trail. 

• The beds will be approximately 30-50 feet in length. 

• Each bed will be managed differently; one bed will contain planted native plants, a 

second bed will be left natural but will receive weeding of invasive species, and the third 

bed will be left natural but the vegetation will be controlled to prevent spreading 

beyond the project area.   

 

3. Questions (Q), Answers (A), and Comments (C) 

 

Q:  Are the locations already chosen? 

A:  Yes, please see location on park map. 

 

Q:  Are the installations designed to move?  Do you anticipate any motion? 

A:  They are not designed to move, but there may be slight/small motions at the top of the 

“stems”. 

 

Q:  Will they attract birds?  Will birds actually use them? 

A:  The pod structure on the end is designed to collect water, insects, debris that would be 

attractive for birds.  Artist is working with a prototype based on dimensions successfully used as 

bird perches in other installations. 

 

Q:  Will the pod structure collect water? 

A:  Yes.  Design does have drain holes to regulate water volume. 

 

C:  Mosquitoes?  Standing water in the pod structure will breed mosquitos.  Birds don’t always 

go after mosquito larvae. 
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Q:  This site gets very wet and soggy.  Will the artist take that into consideration in the design 

process? 

A:  Yes.  The artist is working with an engineer to design footings suitable for the site conditions.  

Permits and engineering will be involved. 

 

Q:  Why Hazeldale Park? 

A:  A committee of THPRD staff, community members and other agency staff worked on the 

selection process.  They took into account a number of factors, including geographic equity of 

installations throughout the park district, diversity of habitat types, visitation patterns, and 

patterns of use and users.   

 

C:  Hazeldale is a nice neighborhood park with traditional park uses—ball games, picnics, 

walking—would this installation be more suitable in one of the nature parks or in a larger 

facility or a destination facility instead of a neighborhood park? 

 

C:  Voiced by several members of the group 

• The installations look unnatural.  Could they be made to look more natural? 

• They look very stark in the landscape. 

• They don’t look like they belong in the park. 

• Bright colors look unnatural.  Could the colors be muted or more earth tones used 

instead? (Brightness of the red and blue colors of the design was brought up multiple 

times in the meeting by multiple patrons.  Comments often were directed at the bright 

colors looking unnatural or standing out in the landscape.  More muted shades of 

red/blue or natural greens/browns would look more natural in the landscape.   Bright 

colors clash with the natural environment, not complement. ) 

• How about a water feature like downtown Beaverton? 

 

Q:  How will you deal with vandalism?  Tagging? 

A:  Standard process of graffiti removal by park maintenance.  These installations are much like 

other amenities in parks that park maintenance has been removing tagging from for years. 

 

Q:  Some of the installations look close to the path.  The trails can get pretty busy with walkers, 

bikers, strollers, etc. and I often see bikers moving off the trail to avoid other patrons.  Any 

safety concerns with the trailside installations? 

A:  Standard trail clearance will be maintained as a minimum.  Will work with THPRD safety 

coordinator and park maintenance to identify any potential safety hazards. 

 

Q:  Will the installations attracting lightning? 

A:  Potentially. 
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Q:  Any noise or vibrations on a windy day?  Some are pretty close to homes. 

A:  Unsure.  Artist should find out when building prototype. 

 

Q:  Will existing trees be affected?  Will there be any vegetation removed? 

A:  No vegetation will be removed, not close enough to existing trees to impact them. 

 

Q:  Why an out-of-state artist? (The artist is from Pennsylvania.)  Perfect opportunity to support 

and build our local art community. 

A:  Committee solicited proposals starting with a roster of artists from RACC and specifically 

those in Oregon, Washington, and Northern California.  This artist was considered in the group 

because of her previous work, experience, and alignment with project goals.  Three of the four 

installations are by northwest artists.  The artist’s background, history of public art installations 

nationally, and vision for this particular installation were a good fit with the goals of the 

selection committee.  Art communities are not insular, bringing in outside artists brings in new 

ideas, viewpoints, etc.  Local engineering and fabrication will be part of the project. 

 

Q:  Were artists selected by low bid? 

A:  No.  Artists were judged on merit of their proposal meeting the project criteria. Designs 

were solicited with a set budget. 

 

Q:  Why was there no local input?  Shouldn’t someone from the Hazeldale neighborhood have 

been included in the process? 

A:  Several members of the selection committee are from the community at-large, but no 

specific representation from the immediate neighborhood was solicited for any of the 

installations.  One committee member lives in Aloha. 

 

C:  I would like to see natural objects instead of man-made objects in the park. 

 

Q:  How will people be aware of the bird component of the installations?   

A:  Small interpretive signs may be placed at the site. 

 

Q:  Will there be more input from the community before installation? 

A:  Depends on the feedback from the community.  Potential for alterations to the plan based 

on public comments.  If the design or function is changed greatly, there potentially could be 

another public meeting.  Please encourage your friends or neighbors to review the plans online 

or take handouts from the meeting tonight.  They can always give feedback electronically, call 

program staff or send in written comments. 
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Q:  Are there other parks with different installations? 

A:  Yes.  Plans are available for viewing online or handouts are available. 

 

Q:  I saw the article in the paper.  How would someone have known about the meeting tonight? 

A:  Standard THPRD public outreach.  Signs in the park, postcards to neighbors within 500 feet 

of park, letters to local media/NACs/CPOs, and on the THPRD website. 

 

Evaluation of Support for Project: 

Bruce Barbarasch surveyed the audience to gauge the level of support for this project as 

presented at Hazeldale Park.  The results were as follows:  

• 3 people fully supported the project as presented 

• 5 people were generally supportive of the project if modifications were made 

• 2 people did not support the project as presented 

• 2 people left the meeting before the vote 

 

We asked for additional feedback about the modification(s) that could be made and the 

following suggestion was made: 

• Change the color of the sculptures to something more natural; for example, rusty brown 

instead of bright red.   

 

 

4. Next Steps 

 

Public comments from meetings, correspondence, and phone calls will be reviewed by staff.  

Recommendations for next steps will be presented to the THPRD Management Team.  If 

modifications to the designs are minor, the project will move forward as planned with 

considered refinements.  If modifications to the designs are significant, a second public meeting 

will likely be conducted.  Final design proposals, meeting minutes, and additional information 

about this project can be found on www.thprd.org/art.  Construction is tentatively planned to 

begin in the spring of 2014 and will conclude with the installations of artwork by June 2014.   


