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Bethany Lake Park/Rock Creek Greenway Public Meeting Notes 

 

Project: Nature Revealed: Discovering Nature through Art  

Location:  Bethany Lake Park, OR 

Date and Time: July 25, 2013 from 6:30 – 7:45pm 

 

Staff Present: Kristin Atman, Interpretive Programs Supervisor 

 Janelle St. Pierre, Natural Resources and Trails Specialist 

 

1. Welcome & Introductions 

Kristin Atman welcomed the audience of approximately 13 neighbors.  Kristin gave a brief 

background of the Nature Revealed: Discovering Nature through Art Interpretive Sign Network 

Bond Project and the 2008 bond measure that has provided funds for natural resource 

interpretation.   

 

The purpose of this meeting is to present the proposed art project for the Bethany Lake/ Rock 

Creek Greenway, answer questions, and collect feedback from the public. The public comment 

period is open until August 7, 2013 and people were encouraged to submit comments at the 

meeting, through phone, e-mail, via mail to THPRD, or through the THPRD website. 

 

2. Project Overview and Design Concept 

Project Overview 

Kristin Atman reviewed the goals of the project and outlined the design proposal, Vantage, as 

provided by artist, John Grade.     

• Increase people’s understanding of the natural landscape and how they change over 

time; doing so in a way that is interactive, inviting, and fosters repeat 

engagement/visitation.   

• Vantage will draw your attention to things you may not notice otherwise and enhance 

new perspectives, natural processes and fields of view.   

 

Design Concept 

• This installation will consist of 6 sets of sculptures that will be 8-12 feet tall.  

• Each sculpture will be made of salvaged cedar and contain a spotting scope in the inside.  

Each pair of structures will contain a scope that is 5’ in height with the other at a lower 

3’ or “child” height. The visitor will be able to interact with the sculpture, turn the scope, 

and view a horizontal band of the landscape through the scope. The scopes will be 

limited in their rotation and in the focus.  You will not be able to look into people’s 

homes.   
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• As you look through each scope, it will lead you to the second set of sculptures – the 2
nd

 

to the 3
rd

, the 3
rd

 to the 4
th

 and so on.   

• We are proposing a number of sites to be located along the Rock Creek Greenway trail 

where these sculptures will be moved to over time.  Sites are indicated on the park map 

by red dots but are subject to change; the exact locations will be determined upon 

permit approval and site approval.   

• Maintenance and movement of these sculptures to new locations will be handled by 

THPRD staff.   
 

3. Questions (Q) , Answers (A) , and Comments (C) 

C:  Love the idea of the project, but I am concerned about potential vandalism.  

C:  Concerned that the sculptures could be damaged/vandalized by fire. 

A:  A management plan will be developed for the structures so that Park staff will be able to 

clean-up potential vandalism. The artist is looking at options for treating the sculptures. The 

artist is also looking at creating some replacement parts for future maintenance. 
 

Q:  Is there enough security in the park to protect the sculptures? Concerned about safety and 

homeless use of the park. 

A:  We do have a regular park patrol. Please contact them [971-246-0169] if you have any safety 

concerns in the park. District staff will also regularly check on the installations.  
 

C:  Like the idea of art in the park but would rather see more educational signs, something to 

create opportunities for kids to learn and be more directly engaged. 

A:  We did look at the option of signs but wanted to create something that would change over 

time. 
 

Q:  Are most of the other art projects interactive?  This project is visually-focused. Do the other 

projects address other senses?  

A:  The other art projects are designed to highlight change in the landscape over time, but not 

specific senses. 
 

Q:  Is the artist responsible for maintenance or is THPRD? 

A:  THPRD will be responsible for the maintenance of these installations.   
 

C:  Came to the meeting skeptical with concerns about the art taking away from the 

environment, but is now generally impressed after hearing the details. Feels like the pieces can 

fit with the landscape and that the installation has a soft feel. However, would like the project 

to bring in another sense like a hearing tube (used the example of the listening posts at Cooper 

Mountain Nature Park). 
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Q:  Is this project the best bang for the buck? Could we do more with these funds and have 

more art in the park? Would it have been better to work with emerging artists? Did THPRD 

consider other free or less expensive options? 

A:  We wanted to bring in established artists to make sure that we would get a good product for 

the first major public art project in the parks. We worked with the Regional Arts and Culture 

Council (RACC) to make sure that we had a process that would create good projects. 

 

Q:  Could the artists have been present for the presentation? 

A:  We wanted really honest feedback and sometimes that is not possible if the artist is present.  

 

Q:  Could the artist have done one design that would have had two scopes at different levels 

(i.e. use a step stool to accommodate different heights) so that there could be more pieces? 

A:  We are working with the artist to come up with what works for the park and can pass this 

along to him, but this was the original idea for these pieces. 

 

C:  There are other opportunities for kids to have outdoor experiences in the park, so the art 

doesn’t have to meet that need. 

 

Q:  When did this process start? 

A:  The bond was passed in 2008, but the art discussion has been going on for about 18 months. 

 

Q:  Was the $300,000 for all the projects? How do we find out about the timeline for the 

project? 

A:  Yes. Updates on the project status will be available on the website.   

 

Q:  How did this park get chosen? 

A:  We tried to have geographic equity across the District. This park was chosen for its natural 

features and high visitation use.   

 

Evaluation of Support for Project: 

 

Kristin Atman surveyed the audience to gauge the level of support for this project as presented 

at Bethany Lake Park/Rock Creek Greenway.  The results were as follows:  

• 2 people fully supported the project as presented 

• 4 people were generally supportive of the project with potential modifications 

• 3 people did not support the project 

 

We asked for additional feedback from the people who had concerns or were not in support of 

the project. 



 

 

TUALATIN HILLS PARK & RECREATION DISTRICT 

NATURE PARK INTERPRETIVE CENTER 

15655 SW Millikan Way  •  Beaverton, OR 97006  •  (503) 629-6350  • Fax (503) 629-6351  •  www.thprd.org 

 
 

 

Additional Discussion 

C:  The park is more than just a visual site. The project needs to have more engagement with 

the range of senses and nature. Example: something that would highlight the bird life. 

 

Q:  Wood is a concern for the material for the sculptures. Is it durable enough to stand up to 

vandalism and being outside? 

A:  We will work with the art conservators to make sure the sculptures are durable. 

 

Q:  What is the connection between the art concept and the park? How does it relate to the 

site? The art looks like termite mounds. 

A:  We don’t want to speak for the artist and his vision. The art is meant to be left to each 

person to decide how it relates to the park. 

 

C:  I understand the view aspect but not the shape of the sculpture and how they fit on the 

landscape. 

 

Q:  What is the timeline for moving the sculptures? 

A:  We are still working on the timeline, but the idea is to move the sculptures every 6-9 

months, but once a year is also possible.  

 

Q:  Would another format be a better use of resources – like having a nature in art program run 

by local artists? 

A:  The funds for this project have to go to a capital program where something is built rather 

than to staffing. There are other programs offered through the Nature Park Interpretive Center 

that are people-focused. 

 

Q:  Did the District consider other options for selecting art like on-line voting?  

A:  We used the recommendations of RACC to set up the process for selecting public art. 

 

C:  The art should be more multi-sensory or multi-purpose.  [This comment was stated by more 

than one patron.] 

 

Q:  Does the District plan on monitoring the use to see if people are actually interacting with 

the art? 

A:  We don’t have specific plans to monitor use. We have staff regularly out in the parks that 

can observe how the art is being used.  
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4. Next Steps 

 

Public comments from meetings, correspondence, and phone calls will be reviewed by staff.  

Recommendations for next steps will be presented to the THPRD Management Team.  If 

modifications to the designs are minor, the project will move forward as planned with 

considered refinements.  If modifications to the designs are significant, a second public meeting 

will likely be conducted.  Final design proposals, meeting minutes, and additional information 

about this project can be found on www.thprd.org/art.  Construction is tentatively planned to 

begin in the spring of 2014 and will conclude with the installations of artwork by June 2014.   

 


