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Raleigh Swim Center/Park Public Meeting Notes 

 

Project: Nature Revealed: Discovering Nature through Art 

Location:  Raleigh Swim Center/Park 

Date and Time: July 25, 2013 from 6:30 – 7:45pm 

 

Staff Present: Bruce Barbarasch, Superintendent of Natural Resources 

 John Gaddis, Natural Resources and Trails Specialist 

  

Consultant(s)  Peggy Kendellen, Public Art Manager, Regional Arts and Culture  

Present: Council (RACC)  

 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

Bruce Barbarasch welcomed the audience of approximately 13 neighbors.  Bruce gave a brief 

background of the Nature Revealed: Discovering Nature through Art Interpretive Sign Network 

Project and the 2008 bond measure that has provided funds for natural resource 

interpretation.   

 

The purpose of the meeting was to present the proposed art project for Raleigh Park, answer 

questions, and collect feedback from the public. The public comment period is open until 

August 7, 2013 and people are encouraged to submit comments at the meeting, through 

phone, e-mail, via mail to THPRD, or through the THPRD website. 

 

2. Project Overview and Design Concept 

Project Overview 

Bruce Barbarasch reviewed the goals of the project and outlined the design proposal, 

Encounters with Growing Trees, as provided by the artist, Adam Kuby. 

• Each installation is a collaboration between the artwork and living trees and meant to 

change, grow, shift, heave, and evolve over time as the trees reach maturity.   

• This installation will help patrons focus on and experience the slow but steady process 

of tree growth, a dominant and signature process within THPRD, and provide an 

opportunity for patrons to engage with the park landscape over and over again – 

weekly, monthly, and yearly.   

 

Design Concept 

• A total of 11 pieces of artwork will be installed to draw the visitor’s attention to tree 

growth over time and in different ways. 
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• Two sets of granite slabs will be placed next to growing trees.  The granite slabs will 

contain maps of the region’s geology.  As the trees grow, the trees will shift the stones, 

mimicking the slow steady forces of geology. 

• Three, stainless steel tree rings will be installed around three existing trees of different 

species and different ages.  The rings will contain a metal ruler to help measure and 

compare the growth rates of the trees. 

• A single, stainless steel measuring bars within a large, stone boulder will be placed next 

to four trees (one measuring bar and stone per tree).  The measuring bar abuts the tree 

and, as the tree grows, moves outward from the tree.  The bar will be marked and the 

year stamped into the bar to show the rate of growth over time.   

• A stainless steel measuring bar within stone boulders will be placed on both sides of the 

same tree.  This will show and measure tree growth on multiple sides of the same tree.   

• A single, stainless measuring bar within an old cedar stump will be installed to compare 

the growth of a living tree to the decay of a cedar stump.   

 

 

3. Questions (Q), Answers (A), and Comments (C) 

 

C: Installations need to be engineered to withstand being used as play equipment.  Kids will see 

these as a jungle gym. 

 

Q:  What is the timeline?   How long with these last? 

A:  All installations will be designed to last at least ten years.  This one?  Multiple decades?  

Unsure. 

 

Q:  Will the rods be fixed in the stones? 

A:  No, they are designed to have their movement restricted with set pins and moved as the 

trees grow.  Tree growth will be marked on the rod so growth over time is evident. 

 

Q:  Is the artist aware that trees die in our park?  What will happen to the installations if a tree 

dies? 

A:  Unsure of what will happen if a tree dies.  May be moved to another tree, may be left in 

place if not a safety hazard. 

 

Q:  Is this a done deal?  Are we getting all of these as they are designed in our park? 

A:  Not a done deal.  The funding has restricted use, so it can’t be spent on park maintenance or 

other capital projects.  The public involvement process will help refine the project. 
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Q:  How does funding for natural resources end up in a public art project? 

A:  At THPRD, the Natural Resource department also includes environmental education and 

interpretation.  The art installations are designed to engage patrons and develop a deeper 

understanding/appreciation for nature. 

 

Q:  How will patrons know about the installation’s connection to tree growth? 

A:  A small artist’s statement will be placed near the art.  Part of the concept is that people’s 

curiosity about the art will engage them to look and learn by doing and observing. 

 

C:  These might as well be a static interpretive sign.  Changes will be so small and slow that 

regular users to the park will not notice.  Will I see any change in my lifetime?  [Several patrons 

made similar comments throughout the meeting.  Change will happen in such small increments 

and over such a long timeframe that for the regular park user – the person to whom these 

installations are here to engage – they will appear static.] 

 

C:  Please talk to an arborist and see if the outcomes are realistic.  I don’t think the trees and 

the installations will interact in the way the artist predicts.  An arborist can also tell if the 

installations will harm the trees. 

 

C:  Could the installations be functional as well?  Could a new bridge in the park serve as an art 

installation and be functional as well? 

 

C:  Trees will grow around objects and push things around.  We see it happen in our lives every 

day.  Could the artist come to the park and talk about the installations?  

 

Q:  Where did the funding come from?  Could it be used for something else?  Does it have to be 

spent here? 

A:  Funding is provided by the 2008 Bond Measure and is dedicated to projects that interpret 

the natural world.  Bond did not identify Raleigh Park or any specific site, but criteria from the 

committee favored it as a good location. 

 

Q:  How many total installations are planned? 

A:  Eleven. 

 

C:  I find it fascinating.  Seems static in the short term.  Eleven sounds like quite a few.  [Several 

patrons made similar comments throughout the meeting.  Eleven installations would be 

intrusive in the landscape at Raleigh.  Fewer installations could have the same appeal.] 
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Level of support for concept as outlined: 

• Generally in support of the concept as outlined.  2 

• Unsure of their level of support for the concept as outlined.  9 

• Generally unsupportive of the concept as outlined.   5 

 

Level of support for some kind of art installation in Raleigh Park. 

• Generally in support of some kind of art installation in Raleigh Park.  10 

• Unsure of their level of support of some kind of art installation in Raleigh Park.  5 

• Generally unsupportive of some kind of art installation in Raleigh Park.  0 

 

C:  I looked at the artist’s website for pictures of his other installations in British Columbia.  I 

really liked his previous work because it blended in with the environment better than these do.  

I am generally unhappy with this concept, especially since I’ve seen how creative and inspiring 

his other work has been. 

 

C:  I like art in nature.  This looks less like art and more like a science project.  It is not aesthetic 

at all.  I do not find them visually appealing. 

 

C:  I come to the park to find and enjoy nature.  These seem out of place in the landscape and 

would detract from my enjoyment of nature. 

 

C:  Using stainless steel is very unaesthetic – more industrial than natural.  The granite/stone 

looks fine, but stainless as a choice for the metal is very sterile and less aesthetic.  Kids will be 

all over them.   

 

C:  I like that it interprets the trees.  Trees show the power of nature.  Trees are to be valued, 

and this project helps us connect with our role as stewards of trees. 

 

C:  I would rather see the funding spent on a facility than art.  I love the trees, but this is not 

natural.  Science and steel are not enhancing the beauty of the park. 

 

Q:  Could a project show how trees change and grow on a human time scale?  Could this 

express the motion/movement no a more human time frame? 

A:  Depending on trees selected and locations within the park, it could. 

 

C:  Please focus on a new bridge.  A bridge can be artistic and functional. 

 

C:  I often see development without consideration for cost of long term maintenance.  Please 

don’t continue to build things without having a plan to pay to maintain them. 
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C:  I see this as an investment in the community.  The value of the installation is great, 

especially as the lifespan is 10 years?  All of our lifetimes and beyond?  Please spend the 

funding on the installation. 

 

C:  Like the project for its longevity.  It will last for our children’s children. 

 

C:  Locations appear to be in the perimeter of the park.  Our park is very wet and soggy most of 

the year and the use is concentrated along the trail.  Please consider pulling the locations closer 

to the trail where they can be accessed all year. 

 

C:  I like that they are large enough to be seen in the landscape without getting lost. 

 

Level of support for the project (as taken at the end of the meeting): 

• Support for all eleven installations in the park.  2 

• Support for half of the installations in the park.  10 

 

 

4. Next Steps 

 

Public comments from meetings, correspondence, and phone calls will be reviewed by staff.  

Recommendations for next steps will be presented to the THPRD Management Team.  If 

modifications to the designs are minor, the project will move forward as planned with 

considered refinements.  If modifications to the designs are significant, a second public meeting 

will likely be conducted.  Final design proposals, meeting minutes, and additional information 

about this project can be found on www.thprd.org/art.    Construction is tentatively planned to 

begin in the spring of 2014 and will conclude with the installations of artwork by June 2014.   

 

 


