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Jordan Woods Natural Area Public Meeting Notes 

 

Project: Nature Revealed: Discovering Nature through Art  

Location:  Jackie Husen Park picnic tables, Portland, OR 

Date and Time: July 31, 2013 from 6:30 – 7:30pm 

 

Staff Present: Kristin Atman, Interpretive Programs Supervisor 

 Greg Creager, Park Ranger 

     

Consultant(s)  None  

Present:  

 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

Kristin Atman welcomed the audience of approximately 10 neighbors.  Kristin gave a brief 

background of the Nature Revealed: Discovering Nature through Art Interpretive Sign Network 

Project and the 2008 bond measure that has provided funds for natural resource 

interpretation.   

 

The purpose of this meeting is to present the proposed art project for Jordan Woods Natural 

Area, answer questions, and collect feedback from the public. The public comment period is 

open until August 7, 2013 and people are encouraged to submit comments at the meeting, 

through phone, e-mail, via mail to THPRD, or through the THPRD website. 

 

 

2. Project Overview and Design Concept 

 

Project Overview 

Kristin Atman reviewed the goals of the project and outlined the design proposal, Mossuments, 

as provided by artist, Vaughn Bell.     

• Increase people’s understanding of the minute features and processes happening in 

Jordan Woods.    

• Draw attention to things that one may not notice otherwise; the growth and change 

that is taking place on a very small scale.   

• Mossuments references the idea of recognizing something small, unnoticed, and 

mundane in the manner of a grand moment in history.   

• Typically, monuments honor people or historic events that also have moss growing on 

them.  In this case, it is a monument to moss itself.  Monument as habitat and 

monument as monument at the same time.    
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Design Concept 

• Three sculptures will be placed in three different areas in the park; each of a different 

shape and size.   

• Granite stones with appropriate pH for moss to grow on. 

• The 1
st

 sculpture is a wedge – 80” long (or 6 ½ feet) x 30” high x 8” wide.  The stone may 

contain a log that is attached to the granite wedge/stone that already as moss growing 

on it.  This piece will be located along the trail the runs between Jackie Husen Park and 

Jordan Woods Natural Area.   

• The 2
nd

 sculpture will be 36” round and approximately 24-30” high/tall.  It will contain a 

polished band of granite around the center of the stone that will contain the names of 

moss inscribed on the stone.  Soil and moss will be “planted” on the top of the stone.  

This piece will be located in Jordan Woods Natural Area near the intersection where the 

soft surface, gravel trail meets the paved trail.   

• The 3
rd

 sculpture will be a pyramid shape approximately 60” (or 5 feet) square and 40” 

tall.  This will be a rough granite pyramid with carved “rivers” planted with moss.  This 

sculpture may have a polished base with moss names inscribed.  This piece will be 

located in Jordan Woods near the overlook area at the end of the paved trail.   

• Latin/scientific names of moss may be inscribed on the sculptures as well as the word 

“mossument”. 

 

3. Questions (Q), Answers (A), and Comments (C) 

Q:  We’re looking at one artist’s proposal or four? 

A:  We’re looking at one proposal for Jordan Woods. 

 

Q:  Why are we doing this at all, this is a natural area? 

A:  The goal is to increase observation and to get people to think about and observe nature in a 

new way. 

 

C:  Looking at granite with engravings doesn’t engage nature. 

 

C:  I bring visitors in and show them little things, so putting it on showcase is great. 

 

C:  There are many beautiful logs to take to use [on the wedge piece]. 

 

C:  I worry about a slab of granite in the middle of benches; it will turn into a table.  People will 

be less likely to mess with the others. 

 

C:  The round one is less cohesive with the other two. 

C:  Perhaps [the second piece] could be spherical. 
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Q:  What is going to happen with maintenance?  

A: This is an ongoing conversation as to how it is maintained – whether there are wood chips or 

gravel around the piece.  The artist desires that the structure go natural even if the moss 

eventually covers up the words inscribed on the stones. 

 

C: Concern about granite headstones and what they look like when they are not kept up. 

 

C: It would be wonderful to know or have listed what is here.  The project is great and I like the 

idea, but it would be nice to see other things. 

 

Q: Would there be an artist statement posted? 

A: Additional information about the artists and the projects could be on our website.  Some 

artists have said that they would like the piece to stand on its own without additional 

information.  We are considering what would be best. 

 

C: If there were bark chips or gravel around the sculptures, it would take away from the piece. 

 

C: Lots of people don’t know about trillium; there are a lot of things that could be there in 

addition to moss. 

 

Q: Did the artist tour the park at different times of year? 

A: We toured the site with the artist at different times.  One of the times was in the fall. 

 

C: No particular feedback but I do agree with the potential issues with the round table 

structure. 

 

C: A lot of children come here and would be enticed to climb especially if there are chips or 

gravel surrounding the structure. 

 

Q: What are we doing with the rocks in wires, the retaining wall? 

A: The plan, as of now, is to let it go natural.  Over time it will fill in with leaves, dirt, etc. and 

blend in more.   

 

Evaluation of Support for Project: 

Kristin Atman surveyed the audience to gauge the level of support for this project as presented 

at Jordan Woods Natural Area.  The results were as follows:  

• 1 person fully supported the project as presented 

• 7 people supported the project with modifications 

• 2 people abstained from voting 
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We asked for additional feedback about concerns or from patrons that were not in support of 

the project. 

 

Additional Discussion 

C:  Happy with wedge and pyramid; may be enough. 

 

C:  Put money into sign at overlook.   

 

C:  I’m not sure how I feel about art in a park. 

 

C:  I’m an artist and make a lot of stuff like this.  I like art and nature together.  The idea is 

awesome. 

 

C: Art would require some signage. 

 

C: Money from third structure – the round table – could go towards something about animals 

or a plaque for the art or artist’s statement. 

 

C: I liked the signage for opening day (referencing the Nature Days in the Park scavenger hunt.) 

 

C: I would not like for that kind of signage to be permanent.  I liked it for that event though. 

 

C: I would be in favor of a sign at the overlook or the picnic shelter. 

 

C: It would be interesting to see the structure in a Styrofoam mock-up or prototype to see what 

it would look like and get feedback for those of us that are more visual. 

 

Q: Will engravings be specific to what is present, native, planted?  And to identify what is there 

on the sculptures? 

A: Yes.   

 

4. Next Steps 

Public comments from meetings, correspondence, and phone calls will be reviewed by staff.  

Recommendations for next steps moving forward will be presented to the THPRD Management 

Team.  If modifications to the designs are minor, the project will move forward as planned with 

considered refinements.  If modifications to the designs are significant, a second public meeting 

will likely be conducted.  Final design proposals, meeting minutes, and additional information 

about this project can be found on www.thprd.org/art.  Construction is tentatively planned to 

begin in the spring of 2014 and will conclude with the installations of artwork by June 2014.   


