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Greenway Park Public Art Meeting Notes 

 

Project: Nature Revealed: Discovering Nature through Art  

Location:  Greenway Park 

Date and Time: May 13, 2014, 6:30-7:30pm 

 

Staff Present: Kristin Atman, Interpretive Programs Supervisor 

 John Gaddis, Natural Resources and Trails Specialist 

 Peggy Kendellen, Regional Arts & Culture Council 

 Adam Kuby, Artist 

 

1. Welcome & Introductions 

Kristin Atman welcomed the audience of approximately 9 neighbors.  She gave a brief 

background of the Nature Revealed: Discovering Nature through Art Interpretive Sign Network 

Project and the 2008 bond measure that has provided funds for natural resource 

interpretation.  The funds for this project cannot be spent on trails, facility upgrades, or park 

maintenance.   

 

Kristin reiterated that public input was important and outlined the goals for this project that 

includes this installation and installations at 4 other parks across the district.  The goals for this 

project are as follows: 

1. Encourage, and allow for, repeat visitation and engagement in natural processes and 

our natural areas.   

2. Increase patron’s observation skills of the natural environment. 

3. Increase patron’s knowledge/understanding of ecology and interconnectedness 

between people and natural resources. 

 

The purpose of this meeting is to present the proposed art project designs for Greenway Park, 

answer questions, and collect feedback from the public. The public comment period is open 

until May 23, 2014.  People were encouraged to submit comments at the meeting, through 

phone, email, via mail to THPRD, or through the THPRD website. 

 

2. Project Overview and Design Concept 

Project Overview 

The artist, Adam Kuby, outlined his design proposal, Encounters with Growing Trees: 

• Each installation is a collaboration between the artwork and living trees and meant to 

change, grow, shift, heave, and evolve over time as the trees reach maturity.   
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• This installation will help patrons focus on, and experience, the slow but steady process 

of tree growth, a dominant and signature process within THPRD, and provide an 

opportunity for patrons to engage with the park landscape over and over again – 

weekly, monthly, and yearly.   

• Adam is excited about engaging people in the environment and is experienced in 

landscape architecture, and forestry. 

• Adam likes using natural forces in his work – especially growing trees and stone.  He 

feels nature is always growing and changing.  Humans make things square and flat.  His 

work explores what happens when the two ideas meet. 

 

Design Concept 

Adam presented each of the three art pieces in depth (see the Greenway Park Final Design 

Proposal pdf at www.thprd.org/art for specific illustrations).  He felt the art would draw people 

into the park, but won’t require much maintenance.  They are designed to be classy, simple, 

and natural.  They can be experienced separately, but add up to one collective piece.  He 

specifically noted the following: 

• Poetry/100' line: This line of carved stone will stand eight to ten inches above the 

ground with trees and some shrubs planted along either side.  The pieces will move, 

shift, and heave as the trees grow.  Poetry will be etched into the stones and along the 

entire 100'-long piece.   

o Poetry will ideally be provided by members of the local community.   

• Cross hairs piece: Will have a single tree planted in the center; a poem, haiku, or related, 

evocative words will be etched into the stone.  Theme of text may be time, growth, 

decay, or seasons. 

• Parallel stones: Will be placed near a single tree or will have a tree planted in the middle 

and are designed to move and shift.  Each stone will also have words etched into the 

stone.   

 

3. Questions (Q), Answers (A), and Comments (C) 

Q/C: Could you reconsider the location of the installation to the south off of Park View Loop?  

There is room to the south that would not interfere with the disc golf course or not cause 

congestion on the narrow part of the trail.  I am concerned with disc golfers using the pieces 

as a bench to linger and smoke/drink. 

A: We can take a look at the location of the southern installation (the parallel bars). 

 

Q: How will the installations be maintained? 

A: Installations will have mulch around them.  Over time, as trees grow, there will either be 

mulch or mown grass. 

 

Q: What type of trees will be planted? 

A: Mostly native species of leafy, deciduous and evergreen trees.  Possible species include 

Douglas-fir, Western red-cedar, or bigleaf maple. 
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Q: Will there be any signage onsite, interpreting the installations?  Please have some 

additional information onsite to learn about the pieces. (This question/comment was stated 

by two patrons) 

A: Originally, it was hoped that people would form their own observations without signs.  Based 

on public comments, staff are considering some signage discreetly placed to avoid interfering 

with the art or providing additional information on our website.  We are considering what 

would be best.   

 

Q: What will be done to prevent vandalism? 

A: The designs have been reviewed by our Security and Park Maintenance staff and they feel 

the locations are safe and material will be cleanable if vandalized. 

 

Q: Will the poetry line be built in sections or one long piece? 

A: Sections.  There will be a variety of textures, treatments, and sizes.   

 

Q: What poetry will be used? 

A: We are hoping to collect original poetry solicited from the community at large. 

 

Q:  When will this be installed?  How will you reach kids for the poetry component over the 

summer? 

A: We’re hoping for installation by the fall of 2014.   THPRD has several resources to get poetry 

input from youth and adults over the summer months.   

 

Q: How will patrons know about the other pieces spread out along the trail? 

A: Not sure.  Small signage may direct patrons to the other pieces.   

   

Other questions or comments: 

• Love art in the parks.  Very happy to have it in Greenway Park. (This statement was 

made by two patrons) 

• I like the art in the park; I would appreciate the location of the third piece being moved.  

• All installations are clustered in the north end of the park.  Why weren’t some placed in 

the south end closer to Scholls Ferry Rd.? 

• When the Westside Trail opened, there was a flurry of vandalism on the benches and 

trail.  Park maintenance was right on it and cleaned it up.  I’ve seen very little since then.  

They do a great job of taking care of our parks and amenities. 

• Appreciated hearing from the artist and like the design proposed.   

 

4. Next Steps 

Public comments from meetings, correspondence, and phone calls will be reviewed by staff.  

Recommendations for next steps will be presented to the THPRD Management Team.  If 

modifications to the designs are minor, the project will move forward as planned with 

considered refinements.  If modifications to the designs are significant, a second public meeting 

will likely be conducted.  Final design proposals, meeting minutes, and additional information 

about this project can be found on www.thprd.org/art.  Construction is tentatively planned to 

begin in the summer of 2014 and will conclude with the installations of artwork in fall of 2014.   


