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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Trails Advisory Committee Meeting 

Date: August 19, 2014 
Time: 6:30 pm 

Location: Fanno Creek Service Center / Site Tours 
 
In Attendance 
 Committee Members Present: Chair, Tom Hjort, Vice Chair, John Gruher, Kevin O’Donnell, 

John Ratliff, Elaine Woods, Leda Mareth, Gerri Scheerens, 
Sam Scheerens, Juan Mercado (BBAC) 

 Ex-Officio Committee Members Present:  None 
 THPRD Staff: Steve Gulgren 
 Absent: Kevin Apperson and Bernadette Le  
 
I. Welcome 

Chair Tom Hjort called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. 
 

II. Introduction of Guests/Visitors 
There were no guests or visitors present. 
 

III.  Approval of May Meeting Minutes and Volunteer Hours for May 
a) Committee members present have reviewed the July meeting minutes. 

 
MOTION made (Elaine) and seconded (John G.) for approval of the July meeting minutes with no 
revisions.  Unanimous vote in favor of the motion. 
 

b) The volunteer hour’s sheet was passed around for each member to record last month’s hours. 
 

IV. Announcements 
There was continued discussion about the THPRD re-classification of the Waterhouse Trail and a portion of 
the Beaverton Creek Trail with no input from the TAC. Steve mentioned that the topic will come up again for 
discussion as part of the Trails Functional Plan that has recently started. 
 
Tom Hjort was contacted by the THPRD Communications & Outreach department about helping to provide 
text information on regional trails for the new district website. It was discussed that the information is already 
available from other district sources and should be taken from there.    
 

V. Proposal to Reorganize THPRD Advisory Committees 
There was a brief discussion about the status of the advisory committee restructuring topic. It was reiterated 
that several committees are struggling with memberships, while the TAC is going strong with the maximum 
11 members. The committee asked if there had been any movement since the last combined meeting/ 
presentation that Tom attended. Steve stated that he had not heard anything since that meeting, and stated 
he would keep the committee updated. The TAC members are in favor of keeping the TAC intact as a full 
committee. 
 
Kevin O’Donnell discussed his research over the past 10 years and the charts he created, that he provided 
by email to the committee members. His analysis of the past 10 years showed that district funding had 
increased, the population in the district had increased, and full-time staffing had increased. So his big 
question is…if all of these items have increased over the past 10 years, why would there be a reduction of 
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advisory committee members/public input? Some of the reorganization options do include a reduction of 
committees or a combining of committees. 
 

VI. Trail Site Visits – South Portion of the District 
Staff led a van tour of trails in the southern half of the district. Stops included several locations of the 
Westside Trail, Brookhaven Woods, and the Fanno Creek Trail (particularly the intersection of Scholls Ferry 
Road/92nd Ave.) 
 

VII. Next Meeting will be held on August 19, 2014, at 7 pm at the Fanno Creek Service Center. 
 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
John Ratliff 
Recording Secretary, Rotating 


