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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Nature & Trails Advisory Committee (NTAC) meeting 

Date: 3/21/2017 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 

Location: Fanno Creek Service Center 
 
In Attendance 
 Committee Members: Bernadette Le, John Ratliff, Laura Porter, Matthew Shepherd, Mitch Cruzan, 

Cory Samia 
  Absent: Jack Shorr, Sam & Gerri Scheerens 
 Board liaison: None 
 Staff: Bruce Barbarasch (Superintendent of Natural Resources) 
 Guests: None 
 
 
Ia. Call to Order 
 The meeting was called to order at 6:37 p.m. 
 
Ib. Approval of Minutes 
 The minutes from the February 2017 meeting were presented to the committee. 

Move to accept was proposed by Laura and seconded by Matthew. 
A typo was pointed out and corrected. 
The minutes were accepted (with the one correction) by unanimous vote. 

  
 
II.  Guest Comments  

None 
 
 
III.  Old Business 
 

Goals for the coming year 
The committee discussed and prioritized goals and decided they would work on three of the following six 
goals with an emphasis on the underlined items: 
1. Contribute N&T perspective to at least two master plan processes. 

a) Crowell Woods(late spring, summer) 
b) Jenkins Estate (summer, fall) 
c) Beaverton Creek Trail (planning through 2017-18) 
d) Cedar Mill/N Johnson Study (unknown but likely over next year) 

2. Review and comment on NRFP public survey. (fall, limited input needed) 
3. Natural Resources Annual Report input. (short) 
4. Develop toolkit for reviewing construction projects (start next April meeting) 
5. Identify how to know early, about impacting projects (ongoing item communication via JR, others). 

a) The City of Beaverton Active Transportation Plan 
6. ADA transition plan review. 
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Specific notes on the toolbox: 

 It would be good to have a decision tree to guide a thorough review. 
 The problem of tall berms, and how to prevent that in the future. 
 What kinds of things should we ask? 
 What are the greatest challenges? 
 Develop questions and share them with staff. 
 Elevation changes--ask why? How? Design changes? 
 Guidelines--trail criterions.  
 Impact on wetlands, removal of trees, invasive control, trail routing? 
 Deviation from design requirements? What happens if this is the only way to make the trail work? 
 How many cubic yards of soil are moving? 
 Impacting people's privacy? Mitigations to overcome that potential problem? Be cautious about a 

vocal minority driving the process. What planting can be done to make the area look good and 
provide privacy for neighbors. 

 Focus on alternatives, and how to make things work. 
 Will ADA requirements affect trail design? (ADA Transition Plan is complete.) 

 
III.  New Business 

 
Beaverton Creek Trail 
Bruce gave an overview of planning for the newest section of the Beaverton Creek Trail which will follow the 
train tracks from Hocken Ave. to the NE edge of the Tualatin Hills Nature Park. The process will likely be 
slow due to many easement, wetland, and land owner restrictions. He will apprise the committee of 
progress. 
 
Beaverton Bicycle Advisory Committee.  
John noted that the committee is now made up of almost entirely new members. He is the vice chair. The 
committee is supporting the Vision Zero program and is interested in Complete Streets. He hopes the 
committee will help the city earn a gold rating from the League of American Bicyclists. One of his goals is to 
increase communication with the NTAC. 
 
View from Bruce’s Desk 
Bruce shared details of THPRD’s volunteer monitoring program. He described how volunteers track native 
turtles and measure frog egg masses across the district. 
 
Announcements 
There was a general discussion about promotions. It is important to change with the times. Does the 
committee want a presentation? Committee members felt THPRD has not done a good job of marketing and 
outreach. Bruce stated that there is only so much we can do to promote some things because programs are 
full. Committee members asked if the demographics in programs representing the community? John will 
provide a Your City article about Beaverton's demographics.  

 
 
IV. Next Meeting will be held on  

Next Meeting:  April 25 at 6:30 p.m.; Fanno Creek Service Center.  
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 Bruce Barbarasch 


