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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Nature and Trails Advisory Committee Meeting 

Date:  October 16, 2019 
Time: 7:30 PM 

Location: Fanno Creek Service Center 
 
In Attendance 
 Committee Members: Sam Scheerens (chair); Margaret Hite; Jack Shorr; Gerri Scheerens ; Sheri Wantland,  
 Laura Porter 
 Staff: Bruce Barbarasch, Kristin Smith 
 Board Liaison: Heidi Edwards  
 Guests: None 
 Absent: Tosin Abuodin, Megan McMillan  
 
I. Call to Order 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:41 
 
   
II. Approval of Minutes 

The minutes from September 18th, 2019 were presented to the committee.  
Laura moved to accept the minutes; Sheri seconded the motion.  
The minutes were accepted by unanimous vote 

    
III. New Business 

1. Bruce announced that advisory committee member Megan McMillan would be resigning due to family 
obligations. 

2. Special recognition was given to Kristin Smith for filling in as staff liaison in Bruce’s absence, and to THPRD 
staff member Katie Sinclair for her work on the Fanno Creek Trail/90th Ave. crosswalk project. 

3. Underserved audiences: Kristin gave a presentation on the Nature Exploration and Workforce Training 
(NEWT) program. 

a. Natural Resource Functional plan recognizes Spanish-speaking youth as under-represented in 
THPRD staff and nature education programs. 

b. Local nonprofit Adelante Mujeres reached out to THPRD for assistance in incorporating nature 
education into after school/summer programs. 

c. Through partnerships with Adelante Mujeres, Beaverton School District (BSD) multilingual 
program, Columbia, Friends of Tualatin Hills Nature Park, and Vose Neighborhood Association, 
after school programs were added at multiple schools in BSD, and a summer program to develop 
youth leadership for Latino teens was developed. 

d. Program has exceeded 2019 goals in number of students reached with after school and weekend 
programs.  

e. Project was funded by a 2-year grant, and is hoped to continue with the next grant cycle. 
4. Advisory Committee Recruitment 

a. Anticipate 6 openings in committee due to expiring terms and resignations. 
b. An additional position is available for a youth position. 
c. Members whose terms are not expiring (Margaret, Laura, and Tosin) as well as any members who 

are not planning to re-apply may be involved in interviews. 
d. Interviews are tentatively planned to take place the 2nd full week in November. 
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IV.  Old business 

1. Tualatin Hills Nature Park sewer project: Sam shared information from public meeting held in July, 
including map of proposed trail closures 

a. Project will take 2 summers 
b. Consideration of whether to create 1-way or 2-way access road for heavy equipment (1-

way has less environmental impact but will affect access for MAX riders.) 
c. Clean Water Services is responsible for restoring habitat to same or improved condition 

after completion of project. 
d. The project will involve significant construction noise, which may result in an increase in 

complaints and inquiries to staff. 
 
V. Announcements: 
 1. Fanno Creek Trail crosswalk at SW 90th Ave. has been installed 

2. Bethany Creek Trail #2 update: THPRD’s preferred trail alignment has been conditionally approved by 
Multnomah County, though an appeal may still occur. 

 3. Cedar Hills Park will hold its Grand Re-Opening on October 26th 
 4. Metro Trails Summit will be coming in March of 2020.   
 
VI. Next Meeting will be held on 

November 20th, 2019 (unless rescheduled earlier to coincide with interviews for new committee applicants; 
update will be sent by email.) 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Margaret Hite 
 
Recording Secretary 
 


