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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
Natural Resources Advisory Committee 

 
 

 Natural Resources Advisory Committee Meeting 
Date: July 27, 2010 

Time: 6:30 pm 
Location: Bauman Park 

 
 
In Attendance 

Committee Members: Rod Coles, Eric Lindstrom, Cory Samia, Matthew Shepherd 
 Staff: Bruce Barbarasch 
 
I. Call to Order 
 Rod opened the meeting at 6:40 pm. 
  
II. Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Cory, seconded by Rod to accept the minutes from the June 29, 2010 meeting as written. 
The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
III.  Financial Report  

There was no financial report since the Committee has not yet raised funds. 
  
IV. Old Business 

Bruce offered updates on bond funded projects taking place elsewhere in the District and noted these were 
progressing mostly as planned.  

  
V. New Business 

Presentation on Bauman Park – Bruce used a large map of the park to highlight his comments.  
 The park is just over seven acres in total area and located just over a mile south of the Oleson/Hillsdale 

Highway intersection.  
 It has been a THPRD property since 1978. 
 The area has been developed and redeveloped several times in the last hundred years and at one time the 

railroad ran through part of it.  
 In the last year, Washington County completed a major revision of Oleson Road along the park’s eastern 

boundary and some of this activity impacted the park itself.  
 Bauman presents many challenges from a park development standpoint, particularly where its current 

vegetation is concerned. While volunteers (Fans of Fanno Creek) have been able to restore a portion of the 
acreage, the bulk is overrun with blackberry, English hawthorn, ivy, teasel, herb Robert, pin oak, and garlic 
mustard (just to name a few of the more common plants).  

 The budget for the current project is $80,000. The plan is to clear out the invasives as much as possible and 
then restore with native plants. Current timeline puts completion into 2012. 

 Comments at a neighborhood meeting held recently by THPRD to discuss the project and hear issues were 
neutral to favorable. 

 For a more detailed overview go to the following URL: http://www.thprd.org/nature/baumanpark.cfm 
 
Tour – Bruce led the Committee on a tour of key portions of the park. First the group surveyed the southern 
boundary which is marked by a big fir. This boundary runs east to west and is transected by Vermont Creek, 
which makes its confluence with Fanno Creek at the southwestern corner of the property. Next the group walked 
along the eastern boundary line (the sidewalk on Oleson Road) and entered the park off Old Oleson Road, a 
short dead-end street at the far north end of the park. This is the main staging area for work crews and also the 
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portion of the park where Fans and its volunteers have completed the most restoration work. Then the group 
went down a steep slope to the stream bank itself, which skirts a well-developed neighborhood to the west. The 
contrast between the park side (east bank) and the developed side (west bank) is quite pronounced. The 
Committee wrapped up the tour by walking back up the slope and out onto the sidewalk that marks the eastern 
boundary. Along the way they studied the local ladybugs and discussed the future development of the park. 
While the park faces many biological challenges, it also presents many biological opportunities. It is a rich habitat 
where raptors, wood ducks, song birds and other kinds of wildlife have been seen; while the invasive vegetation 
is a problem, native stocks are plentiful and will be able to expand in number and diversity if and when the 
invasives are cleared out. 
 
During a discussion of the processes that will be used to clear the invasives, Cory Samia asked if THPRD had 
considered the use of goats instead of human crews armed with chain saws, root pullers and herbicides? Bruce 
responded that given the size of the property and the complexity and cost factors of managing a herd, using 
goats to control unwanted vegetation would be cost prohibitive. Also the dispersal of the invasive species 
(mustard garlic, blackberries, ivy, English hawthorn, teasel, and others) made an aggressive approach 
necessary. Within practical limits THPRD would avoid disruption of as many eco-cycles as possible, particularly 
where nesting bird populations might be involved. 
 
The group returned to its starting point on Oleson Road and Bruce made concluding remarks. 

 
VI. Next Meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 29, 6:30pm, Stuhr Center. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Eric Lindstrom 
 


